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For further information tel 
Weinig on  01235 557600. 
Visit www.weinig.com

THE Powermat 700 Black Line is 
currently  being offered at an attractive 
special price. It is optionally available 
with 5 or 6 spindles and covers most of 

the common applications in solid wood 
processing. 

The four-sider impresses with its high 
technical utility value, which distinguishes 

modern Weinig moulders and features 
the Comfort Set operating concept, which 
saves set-up time. 

For the Black Line special 
edition, a special package of extras 
has also been put together. The 
machine can be equipped with 
the powerful PowerCom control 
system, or with HSK tool holders 
for the fast PowerLock system at a 
reduced price. 

Furthermore, the Black Line 
offer includes a package of original 
Weinig tools at a special price. 

Machine monitoring ensures 
maximum safety at work. 
Dimensional changes can be made 
without stopping the machine, 
provided that no workpiece is 
currently being machined.

WEINIG’S SPECIAL EDITION
WHETHEr you operate from a small workshop, or you are 
an industrial user, important challenges lie ahead in our 
sector,’ says the chairman of the Weinig management board, 
Gregor Baumbusch.

‘The Weinig Group is perfectly prepared and able to 
support you with 
comprehensive 
consultancy 
and intelligent 
system solutions 
for maximum 
efficiency, superior 
quality and utmost 
security for the 
future,’ he adds.

‘Visit us at LIGNA 
in Hall 27 and 
experience more 
than 40 machines 
in action. Discover 
the future – 
THINK WEINIG!’ 
proclaims Gregor 
Baumbusch. 

WEINIG LINES UP 40 
MACHINES FOR LIGNA!

WEINIG has always had a tradition of 
progress. With the Cube Plus, Weinig goes 
even further. Four-sided planing has never 
been so easy.

A large number of British companies have 
already invested in Weinig’s robust and 
simple to operate Cube Plus planer/moulder.

Weinig has always had a tradition of 
progress. With the Cube Plus, the German 
manufacturing giant goes even further. 
Indeed, four-sided planing has never been 
so easy.

Sophisticated Weinig technology ensures 

efficient performance with small dimensions 
and optimal process reliability. 

The machine set-up is fully automated, 
so that you only need to enter the desired 
dimensions. 

And thanks to the new design of the 
EasyLock tools, the noise levels are 
significantly lowered.

To find out more about how the first of 
many British companies have invested in the 
Cube Plus, please turn to pages 12 -14 of this 
issue.

BRITISH COMPANIES INVEST 
IN WEINIG’S CUBE PLUS

Weinig has always had a tradition of progress. Now with the Cube Plus the 
German woodworking machinery manufacturer is going even further.

A special package of extras has been put together to make Weinig’s Powermat Black 
Line an extremely attractive buy for British users of modern moulding equipment.
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For further information tel Ferwood UK on  
0113 286 6689. Visit www.ferwoodgroup.com

EIGHTEEN months ago, 
international fixtures, fit-out 
and maintenance company, 
CAPS Group, acquired its first 
manufacturing facility in the UK. 
Already established in Poland, 
central Europe, Asia and America 
and boasting an impressive 
portfolio consisting of Harley 
Davidson, Sports Direct, Accor 
Hotels, Vue Cinema, Triumph and 
L’Occitane, the new Stockport-
based facility needed to be 
equipped with a new edge-bander 
that would be used as part of an 
exclusive bespoke manufacturing 
service. 

To do this, CAPS Group enlisted 
the expertise of reconditioned 
machinery supplier, Ferwood UK, 
to source the right machine quickly 
and efficiently. 

‘In the past, I was always hesitant 
to buy used machinery,’ says CAPS 
Group’s operations director and 
UK managing director, Paul Wilson.

‘As a global business, we aim to make the right decisions 
at the right time. We don’t solely focus on cost, because 
we can never be seen to be short sighted. Before we came 
across Ferwood, we were under the illusion that second 
hand machinery was a false economy. 

Yes, we could save thousands on the purchase price, but 
would the machine meet our high standards and would it 
last?’ questions Paul.

It was Ferwood UK’s business model and unique 10-
step reconditioning process that first grabbed Paul’s 
attention during an impromptu Google search. 

‘I’d never come across a company that supplied 
second hand machinery in the way that Ferwood did 
and I was keen to find out more. Before embarking 
on a factory visit to see the processes for myself, I 
wanted to hear what Ferwood’s customers had to say 
about them and their machines. 

‘I was pleasantly surprised to read references from 
well-known names in the industry. Many were big 
manufacturers who, I know from experience, would 
not only have the financial freedom to buy new 
if they saw fit, but would also need to drive their 
machinery considerably harder than we would as 
a niche manufacturer. If Ferwood’s reconditioned 
machinery worked for them, were we missing a 
trick?’ asks Paul.

A trip to Ferwood Group’s 18,600m2 showroom 
in Pollenzo, Italy, put an end to Paul’s concerns and 
opened his eyes to Ferwood’s flexible approach to 
used machinery sales. 

‘The whole process was astonishing. I was taken through 
the entire process – from stripping the machine down to 
its carcass and rebuilding it with new parts to thoroughly 
cleaning and painting the shell. 

‘The production line looked like it belonged to a new 
machinery factory, not a second hand one. They were 
unbelievably thorough in terms of overhauling the 
machines and I could immediately see the possibilities 
open to us. 

‘Knowing each machine – regardless of the make or 
model - would come with a warranty made me change my 
mind set. A used edge-bander from Ferwood was a good 
fit for our business,’ enthuses Paul.  

When deciding on the right machine for them, 
CAPS Group homed in on Ferwood UK’s considerable 
experience in the sector. 

‘We knew that we wanted a premium machinery brand 
that would offer reliability and longevity, but we were 
keen to get advice from Ferwood on the best make and 
model for our business,’ explains Paul. 

As Ferwood UK works with a wide range of machinery 
brands around the world, they are able to offer their 
customers unparalleled choice from the market. 

‘In order to give the best possible advice, Ferwood was 
keen to find out more about our company and what we 
did, the processes we already had in place and the volume 
of product we were producing. They offered us several 
options that suited our needs and budget. 

FERWOOD EXPERIENCE TICKS ALL THE BOXES

‘The Homag Brandt KDF 660 Profiline edge-bander was 
a good fit for us and ticked every box. In fact, it came with 
more extras than we originally discussed, helping us to 
future-proof our business,’ adds Paul.

Once the sale had been agreed, the machine was fully 
refurbished in accordance with Ferwood UK’s “Ferwood 
Approved” brand package and installed into CAPS Group’s 
UK factory within six weeks. 

‘They certainly didn’t disappoint with their lead time,’ 
says Paul. 

‘We try and plan everything to the best of our ability. 

Whether it’s a new sales plan, or assets acquisition strategy, 
our next move is always governed by our next order. 

‘Having the right machine in place at the agreed time 
and in full working order is key for the business to keep 
pushing ahead. And, if any issues do arise, we have seen 
first hand the amount of spare parts readily available to us 
if ever we need them,’ says Paul. 

‘First impressions have always been important to me. You 
can have the best product in the world, but if the person 
your talking to doesn’t have the right approach, or their 
knowledge falls short, it can de-value the brand. 

‘We had every confidence in Ferwood from the off. Their 
knowledge and background in the industry is second to 
none. That’s why we’re continuing to work with Ferwood 
on our next venture. 

‘We’re about to start building a new logistics centre next 
to our Polish factory and Ferwood was our first point of 
call for advice on how to grow our production facilities 
going forward. 

‘We embarked on this new relationship with our eyes 
wide open and, as a result, we know that we can rely on 
Ferwood to provide us with good quality machines from 
premium brands, offer solid after sales support and allow 
us to benefit from their years of experience in the industry 
and vast manufacturing knowledge. I couldn’t recommend 
them more highly,’ concludes Paul.
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For further information tel Cabinet Vision on  
01189 756084. Visit www.cabinetvision.com

MAKING A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE COMPANY’S BOTTOM LINE

A JOINErY company wasn’t phased when an order required in 
three weeks’ time was suddenly doubled. 

‘We’d recently commissioned a new Anderson Spectra 510 and 
invested in Cabinet Vision,’ says Sam Haxby, who is a partner at 
the business started by his grandfather more than 50 years ago. 

‘We were confident that we’d get the order out by designing 
everything in Cabinet Vision and using its powerful Screen-To-
Machine centre to send NC code to the machine tool,’ says Sam. 

The job was completed and despatched within the deadline and, 
according to Sam, it’s likely that the software paid for itself with 
that task alone. 

‘We couldn’t have got it out without Cabinet Vision. The 
benefits of the package were immediate and, along with our other 
CAD/CAM software, Alphacam, it makes a major contribution to 
our bottom line,’ says Sam.

BA Haxby (Barnsley) Ltd focuses on bespoke shopfitting 
contracts and a certain amount of heritage work, such as sliding 
sash windows.  

Alphacam Advanced Router had a major impact on a heritage 
job – reducing work that would otherwise have taken around 50 
hours to complete, down to just 16 hours. 

‘The client needed a fanlight frame above a door. We originally 
planned to produce each curved and straight bar individually, but 
Alphacam made it easy to machine it in one piece,’ explains Sam.

Cabinet Vision is used mainly for designing and manufacturing 
components for the company’s bespoke restaurant and shop 
products, such as cupboards and laminated shelves, many of 
which can be completed in an hour.

Waiter-points – where cutlery and serviettes are stored – 
represent the mainstay of the company’s restaurant work and 
every component involved in their construction goes through 
Cabinet Vision. 

‘As soon as we know we need to produce any type of cabinet, or 
cupboard, we turn to Cabinet Vision. It’s vital that all the parts 
coming off our CNC machine tools assemble together with no 
issue,’ says Sam.

‘If we get the designs, stops and tool diameters right when we 
input everything, we know that everything created in Cabinet 
Vision will be faithfully reproduced on the CNC machine. It 
easily shaves a full day off the time taken to produce one waiter-
point,’ says Sam.

While Cabinet Vision’s powerful Screen-To-Machine module 
mainly drives the Anderson for nesting – with Alphacam 
programming the older Busellato to cut timber – both software 
packages can drive either machine which, according to Sam, 
is vital to manage the variety of work in an effective and cost-
effective manner.

Before installing Cabinet Vision, Sam Haxby provided drawings 
to the shop floor and cutting lists were produced from them. 

‘In the early days of Cabinet Vision it quickly became obvious 
how nesting would transform our business, even though we didn’t 
have the flat-bed machine and were nesting on the Busellato 
machine. 

‘That wasn’t ideal, as we were having to nest on the pods and 
there wasn’t enough suction to pull the sheet through. So we had 
to nest it, take it off, trim it and put it back on to finish the cutting 
process. 

‘Whilst that was better than before, when we acquired the 
Spectra, the difference was more noticeable,’ says Sam.

It also means that the 
company has been able to take 
on work that would not have 
been possible beforehand.

For example, Sam cites a case 
where a customer contacted 
him with an order for delivery 
that same day. 

‘They needed two 600mm2 
bar cupboards  which were 
1m in height. That would have 
been impossible with just a 
dimension saw, even if we’d 
had an employee free to work 
on it immediately, as each 
would have taken around six 
hours. With Cabinet Vision 
both were completed that 
morning,’ says Sam.

In addition, Alphacam 
makes complex ceiling rafts 
child’s play. 

‘We had a job at a restaurant 
at Heathrow Airport, featuring 
12 different circles, where the 
drawings came in as a PDF,’ 
says Sam.

‘I’d normally expect to 
receive a dxf, or dwg file but, 
in this case, I drew a series 
of radiuses from scratch in 
Alphacam and joined the 
geometries together. 

‘I drew each circle to the 
correct radius and offset it. 
Then I just needed to ensure 
that the outside radius fitted 
the sheets we were using. 

‘It took a couple of hours 
to come up with 12 different 
pieces that were a repeating 
pattern… Alphacam makes 
it so easy to break each 
raft down into individual 
components and then edit 
those components to the 
required size,’ explains Sam.

Once the tool-paths were 

created, nesting the rafts took around 30 seconds on nine 8ft x 4ft 
and six 5ft2 sheets, followed by tool selection. 

‘Everything was saved on to one program, which took the 
operator around a day to run.     

Sam also comments that Alphacam meant that they could work 
on another ceiling raft where the original contractor did not have 
the technology to do it. 

‘There was a shallow groove between each panel and detailed 
curves around the corners. In addition, one 4ft2 panel contained a 
complex series of 1,350 holes. This certainly did not prove to be a 
problem with Alphacam,’ says Sam.

 In conclusion, Sam Haxby recalls that early job with Cabinet 
Vision, where the number of display cabinets for a wine shop was 
suddenly doubled. 

‘We’d priced it at £25,000 and everything was ready…but when 
the drawings came in, it was for £50,000 worth of work!

He says that four different types of oak lipped, polished, cabinets 
were required, either as singles, or repeated into doubles. 

‘It took me a day to set them all out, as I was quite slow then… 
at the time we’d only just commissioned the Anderson Spectra 
and hadn’t used Cabinet Vision much. 

‘However, when we came to create the NC code with Screen-To-
Machine, the nesting process literally took about a minute.  

‘That was on the Friday – we obtained the 60 sheets of MDF 
that we needed on the Monday and every component was fully 
machined by the following Friday, just working one shift. And 
that included slotting in a couple of smaller, urgent, jobs.

‘There’s no way we could have done that without Cabinet 
Vision. It showed us how important the software was going to be 
to our business, right from the start. 

‘Cabinet Vision, Screen-To-Machine and Alphacam are vital 
and integral elements of our process now. They increase our 
capacity by getting products out of the door much quicker and 
make a major contribution to our bottom line,’ concludes Sam.
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BILDESTON-based TMJ Interiors has 
won a prestigious national award from 
the British Woodworking Federation 
for its work on a high-profile project 
at Bloomberg’s flagship headquarters 
building in London. 

The specialist joinery contractor won 
the Woodworking Project of the Year 
award, sponsored by Whitehill Spindle 
Tools Ltd. 

Now in their 10th year, the BWF 
Awards celebrate the best of the best 
in UK woodworking, recognising 
technical innovation, design, process 
efficiencies, Health & Safety and the 
rising stars of the industry. 

TMJ Interior’s work involved creating 
a timber vortex for Bloomberg’s HQ in 
London. The company was appointed 
to deliver a timber vortex structure 
with three 7m high, 32-40m long curve 
on curve interconnecting assembles 
– the largest free-standing structure 
ever manufactured and installed by 
TMJ, along with an auditorium and 
an associated pre-function gathering 
space. 

The resulting structure has been 
described as the centrepiece of 
Bloomberg’s world class HQ. 

‘The judges all agreed that TMJ 
Interiors’ prestigious Bloomberg 
HQ building demonstrates the very 
best in terms of design, innovation 
and originality. We’re thrilled to be 
able to recognise this exceptional 
achievement,’ says chief executive of 
the BWF, Helen Hewitt.

‘We received a very high number of 
entries this year, so to come out on 
top is no mean feat. Our awards are 
a chance to showcase the talent and 
professionalism in the industry and 
bring people together to celebrate their 
achievements,’ says Helen

‘This year’s awards were a great 
success once again and underline the 
huge contribution the woodworking 
and joinery sectors make to UK 
industry and manufacturing,’ adds 
Helen.

 ‘This award win was really most 
unexpected, but we’re so pleased and it 
was a fantastic evening. 

The whole project has been great to 
work on,’ says project manager at TMJ 

TMJ INTERIORS SCOOPS 
BWF WOODWORKING 

PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD
Interiors’, says Mark Hazell, speaking on behalf of the company.

 ‘We incorporated modern woodworking techniques with 
traditional methods to create something fantastic and we got to work 
with the likes

of Michael Bloomberg and Norman Foster, which was a great 
experience,’ concludes Mr Hazell.

The prize was presented at a glittering awards ceremony held in 
Central London.

A full list of winners can be found by visiting  
www.bwf.org_uk/bwf_pr/bwf-award-winners-2018. 

NEXT
MONTH:

Austrian, 
Dutch

Swiss & 
German

manufactured
machinery 
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FastFix hinge cup and pie-cut corner 
hinges are the latest additions to 
the popular and successful T-type 
hinge range from cabinet hardware 
experts,Titus. 

The new-generation T-type hinges 
reliably deliver the soft closing action 
preferred by end users and require only 
a shallow hinge cup. This makes them 
suitable for use with door thicknesses 
ranging from 15mm to 26mm and they 
have passed FIRA tests for BS 6222-2-
2009, Test Level H.

FastFix hinge cup features pre-mounted 
8mm diameter expanding dowels, which 
enable precise tool-free insertion and 
hold the hinge cup accurately in place 
until the dowels are tightened, making 
hinge attachment quick and easy. Triple-
start screws provide additional time 
savings.

 The Titus T-type pie-cut corner hinge 
offers full door opening to 170 deg, 
giving easy access to cabinet interiors. In 
addition, when both doors are opened, 
the first is locked at 25 deg to the second, 
so that both move away from the user 
and are prevented from hitting adjacent 
cabinets. The pie-cut hinge uses a 
standard 35mm diameter drilling pattern 
and needs no edge drilling.

The T-type hinges feature the renowned 
Titus “Confident Close”, the consumer-
preferred reliable and consistent soft-
close damping characterised by late-start 
deceleration and quiet landing in the last 
stage of closing as the door leans against 
the cabinet side. 

The proprietary Titus multi-purpose 
integrated damping technology is 
positioned transversal in the hinge cup, 
ensuring life-long damping with no 
bounce-back and superior performance. 

In addition, the hinges are exceptionally 
tolerant of misalignment and drilling 
variations. Their unique three-way tool-
less snap-on mounting plate, which offers 
intuitive hinge-to-plate mounting in 
three directions, greatly simplifies door 
installation, especially with tall doors that 
need four, or even five hinges. 

The unique design of the mounting plate 
re-inforces stability and rigidity while 
maintaining smooth hinge operation.

The hinges feature the renowned “Titus 
Damper Inside” technology, which 
ensures reliable and consistent life-long 
damping without rebounce. 

The dampers are single-direction 
hydraulic types that are fully sealed to 
eliminate the possibility of oil leakage. 
The damping is easy to adjust, which 
maintains consistent performance on 
doors with a wide range of different 
dimensions and weights.

A SOFT 
CLOSE 
ACTION 

FOR 
KITCHEN 

CUPBOARD 
DOORS

For further information tel Titus on 
01977 682582. 
Visit www.titusplus.com 



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk • Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com • Tel: 01797 208059
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING8 february 2019



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk • Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com • Tel: 01797 208059
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING 9february 2019

FESTOOL has launched the new CT Mini 
and CT Midi compact dust extractors 
especially for mobile use, expanding its 
already comprehensive range of mobile 
dust extractors with three ultra-convenient 
and intelligent models designed to keep 
construction sites clean.

'Extracting dust while working is essential, 
both for protecting tradespeople’s health and 
for creating a good impression on clients and 
you can only achieve precise results if you have 
a clear view of the surface you are working on,' 
says product manager for mobile dust extractors, 
Andreas Buck.

'On modern-day construction sites meanwhile, 
manoeuvrability and flexibility are becoming 
increasingly important. Our new dust extractors 
have been specially designed for mobile use. 
Their compact dimensions and low weight make 
them ideal for all kinds of assembly, installation 
and renovation work,' says Mr Buck

The highlights of the two compact all-
rounders are that they can fit in any vehicle 
and that they are extremely easy to transport 
thanks to their compact dimensions and low 
weight. Furthermore, they feature a number of 
sophisticated innovations that make working 
without dust even easier and more comfortable.

The numerous practical functions and features 
of the new CT Mini and Midi compact dust 
extractors are highly impressive.

With a container volume of 15 litres, the new 
CT Midi for dust classes L and M is the smallest 
extractor for hazardous dust particles in dust class 
M. 

The even smaller CT Mini has a 10-litre 
container volume and has been developed for use 
with dust particles in dust class L.

Both models score highly in everyday use, 
thanks to their new and innovative touch control, 
smooth suction hose and storage shelf for tools 
and work materials.

The large touchscreen control panel makes 
them easy to operate — even when wearing 
gloves, or if the machine is dirty. 

Meanwhile the smooth suction hose not only 
enables work to progress seamlessly without 
catching, but is also easy to wind and store in the 
large hose holder.

As you would expect, the new compact dust 
extractors come with Systainer T-Loc coupling 
to allow Systainers to be attached with ease and 
transported safely.

The new cord winder with folding mechanism 
is equally practical, since this makes it possible to 
wind up the cord in a few simple steps and put it 
away quickly.

These handy features are joined by a multitude 
of others, such as manual cleaning and the ability 
to easily change the main filter from the outside, 
to ensure that work can be carried out for long 
periods whilst also protecting health.

Manual cleaning of the main filter and filter bag 
means that the suction power can be restored 
if the filter or filter bag is clogged, ensuring 
consistently high suction power ex works and 
therefore significantly larger filling capacity.

FESTOOL 
RELEASES 
NEW DUST 

EXTRACTOR 
RANGE

For further information tel Festool 
on 01284 760791. 
Visit www.festool.co.uk/dustfree
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SMALLBONE of Devizes is a leading interior designer 
specialising in hand-crafted custom-made kitchens and 
other domestic furniture.

It is a global purveyor of bespoke fitted cabinetry from 
the rich tradition of British craftsmanship. For decades 
now its craftsmen have devolved a deeply diverse portfolio 
of immaculately executed individually designed custom-
made furniture – with a special emphasis on the kitchen.

The company brands itself as “A 21st century leader in 
hand-made British furniture design, keeping its artisanal 
roots in plain sight”.

Deeply rooted in the craft, Smallbone’s joiners execute 
a great deal of their work by hand, turning out precision-
made designs that, subsequently, migrate around the world. 

Smallbone kitchens find their way into the finest 
properties around the world, They are all produced in the 
company’s workshop in Devizes.

Smallbone is synonymous with meticulous and very 

personal service. Each commission represents a close 
collaboration between designer and client. Each project is 
allocated its own dedicated design and installation team – 
from initial concept through to the finished work.

“Smallbone interior spaces have increased the value of 
some of the world’s most desirable addresses” is the proud 
boast of the Wiltshire-based company.

Smallbone’s workshop in Devizes has one of the most 
experienced research teams in the world whose job is not 
only to create bespoke designs with the finest artisanal 
values, but also to source the tools and equipment with 
which to equip those workshops.

Seeking out the “best of the best”, it is no surprise that 
the company has repeatedly turned to German machinery 
manufacturer, Martin for the purchase of equipment, 
including a sliding table saw, a planer/thicknesser and a 
surface planer.

Martin’s T70 sliding table saw is a classic machine, which 
has set standards and boasts maximum performance 
combined with a sturdy mechanical design.

Martin invented the mitre cross-
cut table over 50 years ago to be 
able to produce precise angle cuts 
on larger panels. Since then, this 
popular accessory has been subject to 
continuous improvement.

Whereas back in the late 1950s all 
that was required to set mitre cuts was 
a simple scale, nowadays, the latest 
table includes a modern digital angle 
display and fine angle adjustment.

The fence can be tilted to either side 
to any angle up to 47 deg and the 
angle is displayed with a resolution of 
0.01 deg.

A strong central lock ensures reliable 
repeatability of the correct angle.

It is therefore not without good 
reason that customers, such as 
Smallbone opt for the sturdiness, 
functionality and precision of this 

important and impressive invention.
The innovative “RadioCompens” mitre cut system 

provides fully automatic length compensation for mitre 
cuts by means of a wireless connection between the mitre 
cross-cut table, controller and digital display of the cross-
cut fence.

Thanks to this wireless-supported communication of 
the cross-cut table, controller and stop elements, time 
consuming set-up times for mitre cuts can be reduced by 
up to 80 per cent.

The operator simply sets the table to the desired angle and 
the electronic cutting length displays on the cross-cut fence 
immediately show the correct length dimension.

Compared with other systems on the market, 
“RadioCompens” compensates for a variety of saw blades 
thicknesses automatically.

As a result, the operator can additionally produce a 
precision cut, with an accuracy of a tenth of a 
millimetre on the left-hand side of the saw blade 
– irrespective of the type of saw blade being 
used.

For those who prefer to work with digitally 
exact dimensions, the digital cross-cut fence is 
the right option, as the inner and outer stops 
work with separate measuring devices and can 
therefore be set independently with the accuracy 
of a tenth of a millimetre.

Each display can be changed over to display 
relative dimensions in order to execute 
incremental cuts in the fastest possible time. As 
is the case with the analogue version, the digital 
version is also available as a flip stop with full-
length support.

The “Control” mitre cut system for the Martin 
T70 model includes a package, which combines 
the controlled cross-cut fence 
with the mitre cross-cut table.

Apart from the cutting height, 
angle and width, the cutting 
length and the table angle are 
also completely integrated in the 
controller by this means. 

The operator simply specifies the 
requisite length and width dimensions and 
the controller positions the saw blade and 
fences. The length compensation required 
for angle cuts is completely automated. 

The mitre cross-cut table is connected 
to the controller by wireless means and 
it supplies the angle data directly to the 
controller. 

The length compensation is provided 
dynamically for cutting lengths up to 
3,300mm, whilst the operator adjusts the 
table. In this way the Martin T70 becomes a 
real angle-cutting centre.

The T45 planer/thicknesser which features 
in Smallbone’s workshop helps to ensure 
that smooth results are achieved every time.

It provides the company with perfect planning results 
and it is impressively silent in operation. Ideally suited for 
modern production methods, it supplies cleanly planed 
wooden surfaces. It is quick and easy to operate and for 

those companies which are on a limited budget, it offers 
excellent value for money.

Irrespective of whether short of long workpieces are being 
planed, the sturdy thicknessing table extension usually 
dispenses with the need for a second person located behind 
the machine.

Short workpieces do not fall on to the floor and longer 
ones are supported at the out-feed side. The table extension 
always moves synchronously with the thicknessing 
table and this accessory can be retro-fitted without any 
problems.

It is possible to choose between the long 1,200mm 
version, or the short, foldable 450mm version. The latter 
can also be mounted on the infeed side.

The workpiece transportation of problematical materials 
and short workpieces can be improved by means of a 
second rubber outfeed roller – especially if no lubricant 
can be used. The second outfeed roller is also available as a 
steel roller.

The operator can switch between the standard feed speeds 
of 6m/min and 12m/min during the planing operation. 

Another distinct advantage is that the feed speed can be 
adjusted by means of the optional, infinitely variable feed 
control. This option allows variable feed speeds between 
2m/min and 25m/min – depending on the individual 
design.

Another option which Smallbone decided upon was 
the purchase of a Martin T54 surface planer, which was 
reckoned to be a perfect fit for the company’s workshop.

This machine was initially developed primarily to 
accomplish two separate tasks – firstly to dress workpieces 
perfectly and, secondly, to provide these workpieces with 
superlative angular edges quickly and safely.

As the production staff at Smallbone know only too 

well, you only arrive at the prefect end result with perfect 
preparation

Martin’s T54 surface planer features an easy-running 
guided surfacing fence with an integrated auxiliary fence, 
which enables quick and precise operation.

The ball-bearing guided jointing fence runs smoothly and 
without tilting on tempered raceways and, in many years 
to come, it will work as precisely as it does on the very first 
day following its acquisition.

Chamfers can be planed in no time at all, owing to the 
fact that any angle between 90 deg and 45 deg can be 
set quickly by means of the user-friendly single-handed 
operation.

Smallbone has come to depend on its Martin machinery 
in much the same way as it depends on the skills of the 
dedicated team of production staff in its workshop. It’s a 
winning combination.

MARTIN MACHINERY SETTING 
STANDARDS AT SMALLBONE

Martin’s T45 planer/thicknesser is impressively silent in operation.

Martin’s T70 
sliding table saw 
boasts maximum 
performance 
combined with a 
sturdy mechanical 
design.

Martin’s T54 surface planer features an easy-running guided 
surfacing fence with an integrated auxiliary fence, which 
enables quick and precise operation.

For further information tel Martin on  
00 49 833 29110. Visit www.martin.info
Want to find out more on Smallbone? 
Visit www.smallbone.co.uk
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WEINIG has always had a tradition of progress. With the Cube Plus, Weinig goes even 
further. Four-sided planing has never been so easy.

A large number of British companies have already invested in Weinig’s latest planer/moulder 
which, for day-to-day work, provides a machine that is both robust and simple to operate. The 
Cube Plus delivers precisely this.

Based on an innovative composite material, the Cube Plus operates in accordance with the 
plug and play principle. Set up, switch on and its ready to go.

Thanks to the intuitive, safe operating system, you can start producing from the very first 
minute - and no complicated training is required. 

The machine set-up is fully automated, so that you only need to enter the desired 
dimensions. Therefore, the machine is equipped with a 10in touchscreen.

Sophisticated Weinig technology ensures efficient performance with small dimensions and 
optimal process reliability. 

Thanks to the new design of the EasyLock tools, the noise emission is also significantly 
reduced.  

In this way, the Cube Plus offers maximum ease of use with a minimum amount of work and 
represents the perfect machine for four-sided planing.

The Cube Plus is the easiest planer to operate in the world. The machine is controlled via a 
10in touchscreen with big buttons at the machine infeed, which is easily readable and intuitive 

to operate. 
All you need to do is to simply enter the desired finished dimensions of the workpiece and the 

chip removal, the straightening of the bottom side and the right side. The spindles, infeed table and 
guiding fences are positioned automatically.

The Weinig EasyLock system simplifies knife changes. Only the knife itself is changed, while 
the cutterhead always remains on the shaft, meaning that no adjustments are necessary. This 
minimises downtime and prevents set-up errors. You will never have been able to change knives so 
easily!

The Cube Plus allows you to plane an enormous range of dimensions – from small strips to large 

WEINIG’S CUBE PLUS   HELPING COMPANIES
TO INVEST FOR FUT URE DEVELOPMENT

With the Weinig Cube Plus four-sided 
planing has never been easier.

Weing’s Cube Plus is controlled via a 10in touchscreen, which is easily 
readable and inituitive. Quick dimension changes while the machine is 
running are easy to make on the Weinig Cube Plus.

Weinig’s Cube Plus allows you to plane a workpieces in an enormous range 
of different dimensions. The automatic stacker on the Weinig Cube Plus enables one-man operation.

Managing director of French timber merchant Tanguy Matériaux, Roland Tanguy 
rates the Weinig Cube as “a brilliant little four-sider with a unique concept”.

FRENCH FIRM REAPING THE BENEFITSOF WEINIG’S CUBE
ACrOSS the English Chanel in France timber 
merchant, Tanguy Matériaux in based in Brest 
in Brittany provides service with a capital “S”.

Every day, tradesmen arrive with orders large and 
small. It may be for a cubic metre of mouldings, or 
just a small handful of different profiles. 

Previously, the planer used by the French 
company had to be laboriously tooled and set up 
in every instance. All that is a thing of the past.

Now, Tanguy Matériaux has the Weinig Cube. 
managing Director Roland Tanguy is a happy man.

‘It’s a brilliant little four-sider with a unique 
concept,’ enthuses Roland.

The Weing Cube makes planing simpler than 
ever before. In addition, the compact machine is 
10 times faster than a jointer and planer. 

All that is required is to enter the planing width 

and depth on the touchscreen. 
“Moulder Preview” allows the operator to make 

any adjustments and correct chip removal where 
necessary. This ensures optimal wood recovery 
even before the workpiece is processed. 

Four-sided processing in a single pass then 
provides perfect planing results, which were 
previously often only achieved after post-
processing and defect correction. 

One point is particularly important for Roland 
Tanguy: 

‘The Cube is so simple to use that I can ask 
almost any available member of staff to operate it,’ 
says Roland.

‘So when customer requests are coming in thick 
and fast, qualified personnel are always free and 
can take care of the larger orders,’ he adds.

For further information tel Weinig on 01235 557600. Visit www.weing.com
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WEINIG’S CUBE PLUS   HELPING COMPANIES
TO INVEST FOR FUT URE DEVELOPMENT

Tweedside Timber was one of the first companies in the UK to purchase the Weinig Cube Plus, 
having already had Powermat 1500s in the company’s workshop premises for some time.

The Weinig EasyLock system simplifies 
knife changes on the Weinig Cube Plus.

The spiral cutter heads on the Weinig Cube Plus are equipped with carbide tips, which 
offer a very high level of wear resistance.

Above, the mobile 
spindle on the Weinig 
Cube Plus makes for 
easier working with 
different width or raw 
material.

It’s magic! This advertising slogan originally used for the four-sided Cube is still on the lips of a 
growing number of British woodworking professionals. Tweedside Timber was one of the first 
British companies ever to invest in Weinig’s “magic Cube”. 

BRITISH FAMILY BUSINESS OPTS FOR WEINIG’S CUBE
AN early British-based customer for the Weinig Cube Plus 
was Tweedside Timber (part of MH Southern & Co. Ltd) - a 
family-run company based in the North of England. 

When it came to modernising the production facilities, greater 
competitiveness and increased flexibility were at the top of 
the agenda. As a result, Tweedside Timber opted for Weinig 
technology. 

In addition to two Powermat 1500s, including a tool grinding 
system, the company acquired a Cube, specifically selecting the 

compact four-sider following intensive market comparison. 
‘We wanted to be more flexible in order to better adapt to 

market developments and to respond more quickly,’ explains 
James Southern speaking on behalf of the company.

The Weinig Cube now plays a vital role in this strategic 
orientation. 

‘Our customers now come to us spontaneously whenever 
they need rectangular goods,’ says Tweedside Timber manager, 
Richard Dobson.

Regardless of the required dimensions, the company can 
produce the desired product there and then. 

‘The Cube is a revolutionary machine. It is simple and safe 
to operate. We do not have to set aside one of our machine 
operators to get the job done,’ says Richard Dobson.

Managing director of Michael Weinig (UK) Ltd, Malcolm 
Cuthbertson hails from the same area as Tweedside Timber. He is 
proud that a company from his home region has joined the ranks 
of Cube owners. 

For further information tel Weinig on 01235 557600. 
Visit www.weing.com

For further information tel Weinig on 01235 557600. 
Visit www.weing.com

planed with an allowance of 1.5mm before being planed 
with the finished dimensions.

The spiral cutterheads are equipped with carbide tips, 
which can be used four times and offer a very high wear 
resistance. They are perfectly suited for pre-planing, or the 
processing of hardwoods.

The mobile spindle makes your work easier, especially if 
you are working with different widths of raw material. 

This multi-tasking unit automatically measures the 
dimensions and adjusts itself to the relevant workpiece 
width.

The automatic stacker adds another dimension to the 
Cube Plus: outfeed automation. The automatic stacker 
enables one-man operation, as the finished workpieces are 
stacked on top of each other at the machine outfeed.

In short, the Weinig Cube Plus is simple to operate. It 
offers a reduction in noise emissions. Quick dimension 
changes are possible whilst the machine is in operation. 
Workpiece assessment is also possible before machining. 
It produces perfectly right-angled workpieces and the 
machine only require a small amount of floor space.

No matter where you are based in the world, be it her in 
the UK, in France or further afield, Weinig’s Cube Plus is 
rapidly becoming the planer/moulder of choice. 
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NOW orders for the Cube are flying into the offices of 
Weinig UK thick and fast. First off the mark were P&J 
Joinery -  a small English firm with just three employees. 

The business provides a complete joinery service for 
windows, doors, staircases, kitchens and bedroom 
furniture and is well-placed to satisfy individual 
customer requirements.

The quality of the personnel and the high levels of 
flexibility are the keys to the company’s sustained 
success. 

Brisk business encouraged company boss, Philip 
Nixey to increase efficiency by investing in the latest 
production technology from Weinig.

The firm had been using traditional planers, as well as 
a Weinig Profimat 22N, which has been in operation to 
the company’s complete satisfaction for 22 years. 

With its potential, the Weinig Cube ideally 
complements the existing operation and opens the door 
to expand business thanks to its innovative technology. 

‘We opted for Weinig because, through the use of 
the Profimat, we have come to appreciate the reliable 
German technology and rapid service over many years,’ 
says Philip Nixey. 

‘The Weinig Cube now gives us the additional 
advantages we need to expand our business. It is simple 
to operate, faster and more precise. 

‘We particularly needed its 260mm x 160mm option 
and were very impressed with its flexibility and the 
savings in terms of set up time,’ says Mr Nixey. 

‘In addition, the Cube has a number of practical 
features, such as the 60 per cent energy saving during 
extraction, the quick and simple blade change via 
EasyLock and the safe charging with short pieces,’ adds 
Mr Nixey.

The Cube has quite simply re-invented planing. It is 
very fast, highly precise and easier to operate than any 
planer before. 

In addition, it features new laser technology for 
workpiece measurement and dimension setting. 

The Cube is particularly suitable for smaller operations 
and those that still perform S4S with standard machines 
and methods. It does not have to run all day to be 
profitable, since it is highly productive and efficient. It is 
also attractively priced. 

It is compact and ideal for use in conditions where 
floor space is in short supply. Where necessary, it can 
also be easily lifted and re-located with the aid of a fork-
lift truck. 

The Cube does not require time-consuming settings 
and also avoids set-up errors thanks to its part 
recognition technology. 

The operator also has the additional advantage of being 
able to set the dimensions while the machine is running. 

Thanks to Weinig’s simple EasyLock blade change 
system, auxiliary processing times can also be 
dramatically reduced. 

‘Since working with the Cube, we have benefited from 
the reduced auxiliary processing times in a variety of 
respects,’ explains Philip Nixey.

‘We have become more flexible and productive and 
the increased capacity has allowed us to take on more 
orders, which has made us more competitive. We were 
completely satisfied with the machine installation. 
Everything has run perfectly smoothly,’ concludes Mr 
Nixey.

P&J JOINERY FIRST OFF
THE MARK TO ORDER WEINIG’S 

REVOLUTIONARY NEW CUBE

P & J Joinery was first of the mark in the UK when in came to ordering the new Weinig Cube Plus for the 
production of the company’s range of windows, doors, staircase, kitchens and bedroom furniture.

For further information tel Weinig on 01235 557600. 
Visit www.weing.com

THE WEINIG CUBE – IN THE FUTURE EVERY 
WOOD PROCESSING PLANT WILL HAVE ONE

THE new Cube is much sought after and the list of orders is long. 
The four-sider offers many reasons for its purchase, Here we 
highlight why the Belgian company, Ysewijn  decided to buy the 
high-flier from Weinig.

Ysewijn produces wooden windows and everything for interiors. 
Small batches in differing sizes comprise the biggest part of their 
daily business.

Until recently very traditional planers and jointers were
used for pre-planing. However, these machines are now
standing gathering dust, as Ysewijn has closed the door on
this era. Instead, the future is geared to the name of Cube, even if, 
originally a four-sider was not in the equation

‘Originally I wanted to buy another planer and jointer, explains 
Yswijn’s chief executive officer, Dirk Ysewijn whose relationship to 
four-siders used to be rather strained. 

‘In addition to our table moulder we also had a good automatic 
profile milling machine,’ he explains. 

However setting up would always take time and it was a very 
complicated procedure.

Then came the encounter with the compact four-sider Cube from 
Weinig at one of the German woodworking manufacturer’s in-house 
exhibition.
radical new concept 

His second contact with the new machine.
Why this change? Dirk Ysewijn doesn’t have to search long for an 

answer: 
‘The Cube is not just any four-sider. It offers a radically new 

concept,’ he explains. 

‘What I like is that it has been cut back to the absolute essentials 
and it extremely easy to use,’ explains  Dirk.

 And his foreman adds: 
‘All you need to do is to insert the workpiece, enter the height and 

width and leave it to run through.’ 
Both are very satisfied with the surface quality. 
‘It’s far better than before when we were using the planer and 

jointer,’ they both agree.
Simultaneous processing of all four sides has proved to be clearly 

superior in terms of stability of dimensions, parallel lines and right 
angles. 
High productivity 

Of course, Dirk Ysewijn also did his sums. In the end he was 

amazed how cost effective the purchase of the Weinig Cube would be. 
‘The Cube doesn’t cost much more to buy than a planer and jointer,’ 

he observes. 
However, it completed the complicated steps of traditional 

processes in one run and around 10 times faster. Each week the plant 
will save around 18 working hours with an average operating time of 
two hours a day.

‘And we are talking foreman’s hours,’ emphasises Dirk Ysewijn 
because he can let anyone use the Cube. 

This leaves his foreman free for activities designed to increase 
operating efficiency. 

‘I am particularly pleased about that because qualified staff are hard 
to find,’ says Dirk Ysewijn. 
Four-sider with a future 

Now Dirk cannot imagine his production hall without the Cube. 
Around 95 per cent of the solid wood which requires planing on all 
sides passes through the small machine. 

The remainder are parts with dimensions either too large, or too 
small for the Cube. However, that is not a problem at all for Dirk 
Ysewijn. 

Regarding the market opportunities for the small four-sider, the 
chief executive office is totally confident: 

‘Every wood processing plant will have one in the future,’ he says.

For further information tel Weinig on 01235 557600. 
Visit www.weing.com



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk • Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com • Tel: 01797 208059
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING 15february 2019

PALAMATIC is a leading supplier of vacuum tube lifting 
systems to the woodworking industry. With 35 years’ 
experience, thousands of the company’s solutions are in use 
on a daily basis. 

With recent changes in the construction industry Palamatic’s 
range has been developed to offer solutions to keep up with the 
demand.

As a proven Health and Safety solution, a Palamatic vacuum 
tube lifter offers increased operator safety and performance, 

allowing efficient use of labour and reduced injuries and 
claims.

Palamatic’s systems are robust and built to last and endure the 
requirements of the woodworking industry.

Applications which Palamatic regularly provides equipment 
for include loading and unloading vertical panel saws, beam 
saws, dimension saws, flat bed CNC stations edge-banders, 
laminators, paint lines and tilt tables.

The most common wood materials handled by our lifting 

systems include Trespa Jumbo boards, Spandrel panels, MDF, 
MFC, Chipboard, Wood, Plywood, Sterling board, Plaster 
board and Polycarbonate. Weights up to 350kg can be picked 
up.

Wood products handled include fire doors, panel doors, 
furniture, staircases, planks, timber sections, laminate surfaces 
and cabinets. 

As a company, Palmatic is often asked to rotate boards 
through 90 or 180 degrees for loading saws and 
gripping boards, which its systems can do with 
ease.

The philosophy at Palmatic is to provide 
equipment fit for the purpose, so all applications 
will be looked at by the company’s engineers in 
order to design the correct solution.

The gantry that the lifting systems are suspended 
on are critical to offering an ergonomic solution 
that works for the operator. 

Palamatic can provide H Style gantry systems to 
cover large areas, but the company’s smaller swing 
jibs and low headroom centre posts can fit in to 
areas where space is an issue and work perfectly 
well.

With Palamatic’s 22,000ft2 factory based in 
Chesterfield in Derbyshire, the company is well 
placed to visit customer sites and for customers 
to send us samples to test prior to manufacturing 
their vacuum tube lifter. 

Palamatic has a skilled field engineering team to 
install these systems and they are available to come 
and train your operators.

PALAMATIC – OFFERING SOLUTIONS 
TO KEEP UP WITH DEMAND

For further information tel Palamatic on 
01246 452054. Visit www.palamatic.com

MAKITA UK has opened a third regional factory service 
centre in the busy London borough of Hounslow.  

This new factory service centre joins Makita’s headquarters 
facility in Milton Keynes, which serves the whole of the 
country, as well as Glasgow, which supports the rapidly 
expanding market penetration of the brand in Scotland and the 
North of England.  

The London factory service centre will primarily service the 
London and South East region.

In order to offer the best service levels in the industry Makita 
is committed to offering improved national coverage for the 
benefit of end user customers, as well as the network of Makita 
distributors, by building these dedicated facilities.

Whilst they satisfy a vital role in providing technical 
repairs and maintenance services for all mains and cordless 
construction machines and the rapidly expanding range of 
grounds care tools, including two and four-stroke petrol 
engine products, training remains the cornerstone of Makita’s 
marketing success.  

It ensures that both authorised distributors and operators 
are fully conversant with the power tools they own, or may 
purchase in the future; how to obtain the best and safest 
performance from these machines and how to maintain them 

in order to promote both efficiency and productivity.
The first factory service centre to be opened is based at South 

Street, Glasgow. It offers Makita product training across the 
complete range of products and product servicing courses, 
as well as accredited courses, such as the successful and 
certificated City & Guilds Correct & Safe Use of Handheld 
Power Tools.  

A user or instructor certificate is issued upon successful 
completion. Courses are available to meet individual needs and 
bespoke power tool training can be designed to meet specific 
requirements.

At each location the theory elements of courses are held in a 
lecture theatre, followed by essential hands-on practical work 
which is carried out in specially adapted and fully equipped 
training demonstration rooms.  

Courses are of up to two days duration and can be tailored to 
specific needs. The CITB certificated course, which can include 
a combination of in-house and on-site training, relates to 
abrasive wheel training and both instructor or user courses are 
available. Gas nailer user training, chainsaw cross cutting and 
service courses are also available.

‘We are already receiving a very warm welcome from all 
sectors of the power tool industry in this heavily populated area 

of west London,’ says technical manager of Makita UK, Tony 
Coleman.

‘If demand becomes similar to that we’ve established in 
Glasgow and Milton Keynes, we will be looking for additional 
training personnel.  

‘Both employers and operators will benefit from this 
convenient location offering improved local services to all 
customers,’ adds Mr Coleman.

Makita has great experience in supporting worthwhile 
challenges, such as WorldSkills UK, APL Apprenticeships 
and Hire Association Europe Apprenticeship schemes to help 
support customers of the future with product and training 
support.  

Employees and employers can benefit from Makita’s 
outstanding training courses, which compliment high quality 
power tools used by professional trades’ people, raising 
ambitions and abilities for many.

The Makita range is supported with an equally comprehensive 
range of over 4,500 accessories and consumables products.

MAKITA’S NEW FACTORY SERVICE 
CENTRE OPENS IN LONDON

For further information tel Makita UK on 01908 
211678. Visit www.makitauk.com.  
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LEITZ Tooling’s national sales manager, Brian Maddox has celebrated 
his 40th year with the company. In reaching this milestone, Leitz 
Tooling UK and Brian have shared an ethos of care, attention and drive 
which is seldom found elsewhere.

‘Brian is passionate about his work and is driven to bring smooth and 
efficient productivity and maximum profitability to as many companies 
as he can,’ says Leitz Tooling UK’s managing director, Simon Liddell.

‘He is genuinely inspiring, and his charity efforts are not only humbling, 
but physically exhausting to watch!’ adds Mr Liddell.

Anyone who knows Brian, knows he doesn’t do anything by halves. 
Brian has been the driving force behind Team Leitz’s fantastic Three 
Peaks Challenge achievement, has trained hard for – and survived – 
the London Marathon and, most recently, led a team from Leitz in the 
gruelling 100km Race To The Stones. 

Brian has raised tens of thousands of pounds for local causes, including 
Haven House Children’s Hospice for life-limited children and their 
families.

 Leitz Tooling’s Brian Maddox (left) celebrates 40-year service with 
Leitz Tooling UK managing director, Simon Liddell.

Brian began his career in the sales office of the Tottenham-based 
company C D Monninger in 1978. 

Formed in 1867, C D Monninger is the oldest British woodworking saw 
and tooling company. 

In the 1960s, Leitz appointed C D Monninger as Leitz’s sole UK agent 
and strengthened this relationship in 1982 by acquiring C D Monninger 
to expand its European sales and service organisation. 

Brian stayed in sales and advanced to national sales manager for Leitz 
UK in 1990 when the company moved from Tottenham to its current 
purpose-built site in Harlow. 

The company’s headquarters in Harlow is one of the largest diamond 
tool sharpening centres in the UK. 

‘Helping others in work or life is a privilege. Whether you care about 
the orang-utans, the Environment, or the kids in our world, it is just 
fantastic when you get to do your part and make whatever difference you 
can,’ says Brian.

‘A couple of years ago a few of us from Leitz were invited to Haven 
House Children’s Hospice to see the work they do. I could not 
contemplate what these poor children go through and the effect their 
illnesses have on their families, but our visit was eye-opening; Haven 
House is a truly wonderful place. The kind nature of everyone, the 
support they give to children during their short lives and the families, is 
unbelievably positive,’ says Brian.

BRIAN CELEBRATES 40 
GREAT YEARS WITH LEITZ

LEARNING ALL THERE IS TO KNOW
ABOUT VACUUM TECHNOLOGY

In the first of a 4-part series to be featured in Industrial Woodworking & Panel Processing, we delve deeper into the subject of vacuum technology.

For further information tel Leitz on 
01279 454530. 
Visit www.leizt-tooling.co.uk

VACUUM technology is ubiquitous in the woodworking 
industry. The possibilities for using vacuum are very versatile. 
However, the subject of vacuum is often an unfamiliar topic 
for many wood processors and woodworkers, not to mention 
a strangely uncomfortable one. 

We would like to share some useful information in this (and 
the next three issues) to explain different types of vacuum 
generation, their benefits and drawbacks and, not least of all, 
highlight the issue of economic efficiency. Today, we will begin 
with a few basic thoughts about the subject of vacuum.
Vacuum – what is it, really?

In woodworking, vacuum is mainly used for:
• Clamping on CNC routers.
• Holding and transporting panel materials and work pieces 
with handling equipment.
• Moulding and veneer presses.
In wood processing, vacuum is used for:
• Drying sawn and construction timbers.
• Impregnating wood.

 Vacuum is most often used for vacuum clamping on CNC 
routers and other machining equipment. Here, the holding 
force of vacuum is used to quickly and securely fasten various 
panel materials, or solid wood parts during woodworking, 
without leaving pressure marks. Handling equipment and 
assembly robots also often get their holding force from 
vacuum.

In purely physical terms vacuum – which is also known as 
“underpressure” – is a pressure range in which the pressure is 
lower than atmospheric pressure. The atmospheric pressure 
at sea level is 1,013 millibar (mbar), but constantly decreases 
in relation to altitude. Weather conditions also influence the 
atmospheric pressure. 

In the context of vacuum technology, we simplify calculations 
by rounding the atmospheric, or ambient pressure to 1,000 
mbar. Pressures less than 1,000 mbar are referred to as vacuum 
or underpressure.

The most common unit of pressure for vacuum is millibar 
(mbar), although according to norms, this pressure range is 
supposed to be indicated in Pascal (Pa). In vacuum technology, 
we assume absolute pressures which theoretically start at 0 
mbar and end at 1,000 mbar (= atmospheric pressure). The 
woodworking industry in particular still often uses bar, minus-
bar (-bar) or the specification of pressure in percent (%).
Forces when clamping with vacuum

Will the clamped work piece hold? Is the vacuum sufficient, 
or is the vacuum pump’s performance strong enough? These 
are questions that everyone has asked – at the latest when the 
spinning tool is approaching the clamped work piece.

From a purely theoretical perspective, the pressure between 
the work piece and the machining table, supporting surface, or 
suction cup is reduced during clamping by extracting air and 
generating a vacuum. The atmospheric pressure is now higher 
and presses the work piece onto the machining table, thus 
“clamping” it.

Physical pressure is defined as a force that affects a specific 
area. Pressure is thus a function of force and area.

In practice this means: the larger the supported work piece, 
the greater the holding force.
This can be best explained with an example:

A solid wood board is placed on the CNC router grid table 
for processing, and a seal is created with a rubber seal that fits 
the dimensions of the board (Fig. 1). A vacuum pump extracts 
the air between the wooden board and the grid table within the 
sealed area.
Calculation:
Atmospheric pressure: 1,000 mbar
Vacuum pump underpressure (working pressure): 200 mbar
Wooden board dimensions: 1,000 x 500 mm
Pressure differential: 
1,000 mbar – 200 mbar  = 800 mbar
   = 80,000 Pa [N/m2]

Supporting surface = clamping surface
1,000 x 500 mm   = 500,000 mm2

  = 0.5 m2

Holding force

F = p x A
F = 80,000 N/m2 x 0.5 m2 = 40,000 N
   = 4,000 kg

This means that  the solid wooden board with a surface of 
0.5 m2 is held by the vacuum with a holding force of 40,000 N, 
which theoretically corresponds to the board pressing on the 
machining table with a weight of 4 tons.

If, under the same conditions, a solid 150 x 150 mm wooden 
board was clamped, the holding force would be F = 80,000 N/
m2 x 0.0225 m2 = 1,800 N = 180 kg.

Now the question is how powerful the vertical holding force 
of the vacuum has to be to securely clamp a work piece. The 
example calculations show that the holding force for panel 
materials with large surfaces can be evaluated less critically than 
smaller wooden pieces, or materials that are 
air-permeable or have uneven surfaces that 
lead to leaks. 

In practice, the necessary holding force 
is difficult to determine because different 
factors such as operational, or clamping 
factors, cutting and feed speeds and directions, 
materials and frictional resistance have to 
be taken into account, so rules of thumb are 
normally used.
Various possibilities for vacuum clamping

An essential distinction is made between 
three possible vacuum clamping procedures:
• Grid table.
• Nesting method (suction technology).
• Console system with vacuum blocks.
Vacuum technology parameters

In principle, there are three parameters that 
need to be considered when selecting the most 
suitable vacuum technology.

Ultimate pressure
The ultimate pressure indicates the vacuum pump’s highest 

possible achievable vacuum level, or the lowest underpressure. 
Pumping speed

This is understood to be the volume of air that a vacuum 
pump can extract within a certain period of time. The pumping 
speed is influenced by the geometry (volume) of the vacuum 
pump and its speed. 

The higher the pumping speed, the faster the air is extracted 
and the ultimate pressure is achieved. High pumping speeds 
help compensate for leakage, for example, when using the 
nesting method.
Power consumption

Mechanical vacuum pumps are usually driven by an electric 
motor. Depending on the construction principle and efficiency 
factor, vacuum pumps consume different amounts of energy. 

In order to achieve the greatest possible energy efficiency, 
it is important to select a vacuum pump that produces the 
necessary performance with regard to ultimate pressure and 
pumping speed and simultaneously has the lowest possible 
energy requirement. 

All three parameters are dependent on each other. Firstly, the 
pumping speed decreases as the vacuum pump gets closer to 
achieving the ultimate pressure (Fig. 1). Secondly, a vacuum 
pump’s energy requirement is lowest at a certain operating 
point. 

Designing vacuum generation perfectly is difficult for 
laypeople, which is why we always recommend consulting a 
vacuum specialist.

In the second part of our “Vacuum in Woodworking” series, 
we will take a closer look at the different types of vacuum 
generation.

The pumping speed curve shows the relation between pumping 
speed and ultimate pressure

For further information tel Busch on 01952 677432. 
Visit www.buschvacuum.com
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LIGNIA® Wood Company, the modified timber manufacturer, 
has signed a distribution agreement with one of the UK’s leading 
timber distributors - Timber Connection. 

 The exclusive five-year agreement will see Timber Connection 
distributing LIGNIA’s products across the UK and the Republic of 
Ireland from its 150,000 ft² base in Kirkby, near Liverpool. 

 LIGNIA is a natural, modified timber which matches and in 
some cases exceeds hardwoods, such as European oak and Ipe in 
performance. 

The company’s manufacturing process involves taking sustainably-
sourced, FSC softwood and modifying it into high performance 
timber. 

It is also enhanced to include greater durability, with a 50-year 
warranty against rot and decay in above-ground applications, plus 
improved performance for shrinkage and swelling.  

 LIGNIA is “wood made for life”. A small movement wood, it can 
be used both indoors and outdoors for a wide range of applications, 
including general joinery purpoises, such as cladding, flooring and 
decking. It is also suitable for use in windows and doors. 

As a modified FSC timber that starts life as a softwood, it is 
well-placed to offer the construction and joinery sectors a proven 
ecologically-viable alternative to the use of hardwoods, thus helping 
to reduce deforestation in tropical rainforests.

 Established in 1991, Timber Connection is a leading supplier of 
commercially-imported hardwoods and premium grade softwoods 
to the importer/merchant sector within the UK and Ireland. With 

an extensive product range and the expertise to match, the company 
is respected throughout the trade.

 ‘We’re delighted to be working with Timber Connection in the 
UK and the Republic of Ireland for our LIGNIA products,’ says 
LIGNIA’s commercial director, Steve Rogers.

‘They have both an excellent reputation and the ability to develop 
full national coverage into our chosen market sectors, so we’re now 
looking to leverage the competitive advantage they bring to ensure 
LIGNIA becomes the product of choice in these markets,’ adds Mr 
Rogers.

 ‘Timber Connection is really looking forward to this exciting 
opportunity and we believe that we are the ideal partner to establish 
the LIGNIA brand in the UK and Ireland,’ says Timber Connection’s 
managing director, Danny Catherall.

‘Having had the chance to follow developments over the last 12 
months from their company’s inspiring base in Barry, we are hugely 
impressed and look forward to working with the LIGNIA team to 
ensure success for both of our businesses going forward,’ concludes 
Mr Catherall.

LIGNIA WOOD COMPANY SIGNS 
DISTRIBUTION AGREEMENT

Standing, left to right, Steve Rogers of LIGNIA, Keeley Baker and 
David Green of Timber Connection. Seated, left to right, Hans Ng 
of LIGNIA and Danny Catherall of Timber Connection

For further information tel LIGNIA on 
01446 507077. Visit www.ligniawood.com

KITE Packaging, has launched its sustainable future plastics 
initiative to reduce plastic levels with the unveiling of its 
new mobile packaging test facility and the release of its 
white paper.

With the increasing focus on plastics and the harmful 
impact on the Environment, businesses and consumers 
across the country are searching for viable solutions to build a 
sustainable, circular economy. 

When it comes to the Environment, it is particularly difficult 
to change consumers’ behaviour. 

In order to help raise awareness across the UK, the Kite team 
has challenged itself and its customers to reduce plastic usage 
by a huge 120 tonnes by the end of 2019.

Kite’s white paper provides businesses and consumers 
with an essential guide to plastic packaging and offers new 
alternatives to help people across the country in building a 
circular economy.

The Kite team’s new, fully equipped truck is a mobile 
testing and demonstration facility in which its packaging 
technologists can carry out waste minimising packaging 
audits to determine how plastic packaging can be reduced, as 
well as offering more eco-friendly packing alternatives.

The employee-owned business announced the challenge 
earlier recently when the team held a plastic packaging 
conference in the Midlands, at which it launched both the 
truck and its plastics white paper. 

For a multitude of businesses, packaging is a substantial 
part of their day-to-day operation, but often companies are 
using excess amounts of plastics and are not looking for eco-
friendly alternatives. 

Anyone wishing to reduce plastics use should view Kite’s 
white paper: kitepackaging.co.uk/images/pdf/plastic-white-
paper.pdf

Kite packaging can help businesses explore a range of 
alternatives to traditional plastic-based packaging. 

Its mobile testing facility enables the scientific analysis and 
testing of current packing operation, whilst incorporating a 
full suite of alternative packaging systems and solutions. 

‘Everyone in business is fantastically busy, focusing on 
running their business and packaging often ends up an 
afterthought,’ observes managing director of Kite packaging, 
Gavin Ashe.

‘So we have invested in our mobile test facility to take the 
solutions directly to the customer, where we can demonstrate, 

design and even test solutions at the customer’s factory, 
saving everyone time and money. ‘We really are a packaging 
company who want you to use less packaging. Join us in 
saving 120 tonnes of packaging waste this year,’ pleads Ashe.

KITE PACKAGING HELPING TO 
SAFEGUARD THE ENVIRONMENT

For further information tel Kite Packaging on  
024 87642 0065. Visit www.kitepackaging.co.uk

INDUSTrIAL digital technologies (IDT), including 
robotics, artificial intelligence, 3D printing and the 
Internet of Things (IoT), that could revolutionise 
manufacturing processes are the focus of a new £20m 
initiative to help the North West’s manufacturing 
sector. 

Officially launched in Liverpool in November and 
backed by the Government. 

Some of the world’s biggest businesses, the “Made 
Smarter North West” programme is set to engage 
with 3,000 SME manufacturers based in Cheshire and 
Warrington, Cumbria, Lancashire, Greater Manchester 
and the Liverpool City Region to boost productivity. 

Companies which become involved in the project 
will get the chance to access match funded support and 
advice regarding how these IDTs could revolutionise 
their manufacturing processes and reap the benefits of 
more efficient production.

Around 600 North West manufacturing SMEs will also 
qualify for more intensive business support, gaining 
access to match-funded grants, bespoke consultancy, 
mentoring and other resources, which will help them to 
accelerate commercial growth. 

It is anticipated that by becoming a test-bed for new 
types of technologies and advanced processes, the 
region’s manufacturing sector could generate a 25 per 

cent increase in productivity and add £115m to the 
North West economy. 

Embracing the principles of “Made Smarter” could also 
help to open up new markets, increase exports and create 
thousands of additional high-skilled, high-value jobs in 
the region.

This follows an announcement in the recent budget that 
up to £121m of additional “Made Smarter” programme 
funding would be made available across the country as 
part of Government’s £1.1 billion Industrial Strategy 
Challenge Fund.

As well as Siemens, which employs 2,000 people in the 
North West, other members of the Commission with a 
major presence in the North West region include Rolls 
Royce, BAE Systems, Airbus and Jaguar Land Rover. 

The “Made Smarter” programme has the potential 
to kick start a new industrial revolution for our 
manufacturing sector and be a catalyst for new 
investment in the latest digital technologies,’ proclaims 
chief executive officer of Siemens, Juergen Maier.

‘At its core will be helping local businesses to innovate, 
creating new opportunities and technologies in the 
process. It’s a hugely exciting time for the North West and 
I believe this is truly a once in a generational opportunity 
to boost productivity and create the high value, highly 
paid jobs of the future,’ concludes Mr Maier.

NORTH WEST TO USHER IN UK’s 
NEXT INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

For further information visit www.madesmarter.uk

Siemen’s chief executive officer, Juergen Maier and Donna Edwards 
from “Made Smarter North West” at its launch in Liverpool in 
November.
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NEW tools are consistently being added to the ever-
expanding 18V LXT range from Makita.

Now included in this popular collection is the DTW180 
brushless LXT impact wrench and the super-useful 
DCL181FZW vacuum cleaner to help with the tidy up.

The new DTW180 18V LXT impact wrench will drive 
home M8 - M16 standard bolts and M6 - M12 high tensile 
bolts.  

It will deliver 180Nm of tightening torque and 310Nm 
of nut busting torque, while the two-stage impact power 
selection delivers up to 3,600ipm in hard mode, 2,000ipm 
in soft, with a no load speed of 2,400rpm in hard mode and 
1,300rpm in soft mode. 

The DTW180 is also the first 18V impact wrench in the 
Makita range to have a 3/8in square driving shank.

The new DTW180 features many benefits, including a 
brushless motor, allowing double the run time compared to 
a standard brushed motor, less friction and more power.  

This new impact wrench also benefits from an electric 
brake, variable speed trigger, forward/reverse rotation and 
a handy LED job light.  

The ergonomic soft grip handle enhances user comfort, 
whilst the belt clip is always an ever useful feature.   

Perfect for tidying up after a job in a domestic property, 
or for light cleaning duties, is the new Makita DCL181FZW 
18V LXT vacuum cleaner. This new vacuum is bag-less and 
features a capsule that’s efficient and easy to empty.

Producing an excellent 30 watts of 
suction power in Hi mode and 11 
watts in Lo mode, with a maximum 
airflow of 1.4m³/min, the DCL181F 
has a maximum sealed suction of 
4.2kPa.  

The rubberised ergonomic soft 
grip handle features a touch button 
switch where high/low suction power 
settings can be easily selected. 

This low noise vacuum cleaner has 

a run time of 40 minutes when used in Lo mode with a 
3.0Ah Lithium-Ion battery and 20 minutes in Hi mode.  

The efficient collection filter will allow a dust 
capacity of 0.65 litres. Also featured on this vacuum 
is a convenient LED job light for those dark 
corners.  

The DCL181F comes in brilliant white instead of 
the traditional Makita blue and is available as body 
only to utilise existing Makita 18V batteries.  

Weighing a comfortable and lightweight 1.4kg, 
this new Makita vacuum comes with floor and sash 
nozzles for a variety of applications.

Makita’s range of drilling and fixing bit sets has 
been extended with new 75, 118 and 125-piece sets.  

The new 75-piece combination set (P-90641) is an 
essential kit for most drilling applications. It includes a 
selection of titanium-coated high speed steel drill bits 
ranging from 3-8mm; nut drivers in chrome vanadium, 
masonry and brad point drills.  

The kit also includes holesaws and screwdriver bits all 
contained in a convenient carry case. 

Also now available is the 118-piece general maintenance 
tool kit (P-90635) which is a scaled down version of 
the successful 227-piece set and the 125-piece service 
engineer’s kit (P-70649) has been introduced due to 
popular demand from the service engineer market sector.  

THE 18V LXT RANGE FROM MAKITA EXPANDS 
WITH A VARIETY OF NEW PRODUCT OFFERINGS

MAKITA has launched its first cordless twin 18V LXT 
brushless angle drill featuring all the power and performance 
of a mains machine, whilst benefiting from the freedom and 
manoeuvrability that only a battery powered tool can provide.  

The mighty DDA460ZK is powered by two Makita 18V LXT 
lithium-Ion batteries, giving 36V power from the brushless 
motor, which not only massively extends runtime, but 
substantially increases power.

This new angle drill has a no-load speed of up to 1400rpm 
in Hi mode and 350rpm in Lo with variable speed control by 
trigger action.  

An auger bit of maximum 50mm diameter will make light 
work of drilling holes in oak beams, even through the toughest 
knots.  

This rugged and intelligent mechanical two-speed machine 
has a chuck capacity of 2-13mm capable of drilling up to 
118mm in Lo and 65mm in Hi mode when using a self-feed bit 
in wood, or with a hole saw, 159mm in Lo and 105mm in Hi 
mode.  

The addition of Automatic Torque Drive Technology (ADT), 
literally automatically adjusts the drilling speed according to 
the load conditions to achieve optimum drilling performance, 
whilst the auto power-off function automatically shuts down, or 

times-out, if the trigger is not pulled for five minutes.
This body only machine features an electric brake and the soft 

start function. This accelerates the motor into action even if the 
trigger is pulled fully home from the “Off ” position.  

In drilling mode soft start reduces the sudden torque load 
on start up.  In operation the torque limiter will cut the motor 
drive should the drill bit snag, so providing further operator 
protection.  

The front handle can be installed in any position within 
0-112.5° for maximum user comfort, control and accessibility 
in confined spaces.

The capacity of the new Twin 18V DDA460ZK LXT angle 
drill will make the toughest tasks completely effortless, 
including drilling roof trusses and barn conversions.

MAKITA MAKES TOUGH TASKS LOOK 
EFFORTLESS WITH BRUSHLESS ANGLE DRILL

THE new and eagerly awaited Makita DBN600ZJ 18V LXT 
finishing nailer is setting new standards in nailing technology.  

Engineered for 16 gauge finishing nails, from 25 to 60mm 
in length, this nailer is particularly suitable for second fix 
construction site installations, such as applying skirtings, 
architraves and doorways and electrical fixtures and plumbing 
connections, which require a neat, professional visual 
appearance.

Powered by a single 18V Makita lithium-Ion battery, the 
powerful motor will deliver up to 800 shots on a fully charged 
4.0Ah battery.  

The magazine has the capacity to carry 110 nails and, when 
empty, the machine weighs a comfortable 3.4kg.  A conveniently 
designed window allows for easy checking of the remaining 
quantity of nails.

Operator accuracy and firing efficiency are the keys to the new 
Makita finishing nailer.  

The easy-to-see slim tip nose is not shielded from view and the 
driving depth is easily adjusted by dial, while tool-less nail jam 
clearing adds speed and efficiency and reduces downtime.  

The anti-dry firing mechanism ensures that a nail is in the 
ready position; if the magazine is empty, or the nails are not 
positioned correctly, the nailer will not operate, thus saving 

battery life and enhancing safety.  The ergonomically designed 
grip, LED job light and belt clip ensures operator comfort and 
convenience, together with low vibration and sound level.

This new tool can be used in either bump-fire mode – where 
the nose is bumped against the target material to activate it – or 
in sequential mode where the tip is placed on the target and the 
trigger pulled.  

Mode selection is by rocker switch and a bumper ensures that 
the workpiece is fully protected from scratches and damage.

Recoil has been substantially reduced in this new Makita nailer, 
allowing better tool control in rapid applications.  

It also helps to reduce the effort required from the operator to 
control the nailer when constantly repositioning the tool for the 
next shot.

The Makita DBN600ZJ cordless, gas-less nailer ensures low 
running costs, whilst downtime during low temperatures and 
cold weather working will be a thing of the past.  It is supplied as 
a body only machine in a rugged, sturdy and protective Makpac 
case.

MAKITA SETS NEW STANDARDS WITH 
18V 16G LXT FINISHING NAILER

 For further information tel Makita UK on 
01908 211678. Visit www.makitauk.com

 For further information tel Makita UK on 
01908 211678. Visit www.makitauk.com

 For further information tel Makita UK on 
01908 211678. Visit www.makitauk.com
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‘IT WAS definitely a period of great excitement and 
satisfaction: in the long history of the Italian woodworking 
industry, this is the first time that the prime minister 
of Italy has visited us at an exhibition where Italian 
technology meets the global markets,’ proudly proclaims 
the director of Acimall, the association of Italian 
manufacturers of wood and furniture machinery, Dario 
Corbetta.

His comments followed the unexpected and much 
appreciated visit by the Italian premier, Giuseppe Conte who, 
during his busy agenda in Russia on October 23 and 24, 
managed to find the time to visit the Expocentr fairgrounds. 

“Lesdrevmash” the woodworking machinery exhibition was 
taking place at which almost 200 “made in Italy” companies 
were participated.

Mr Conte was welcomed by Acimall’s vice-president, 
Raphaël Prati, who greeted him on behalf of the exhibitors 
participating at the show.

Raphaël Prati reminded exhibitors of the importance of the 
big “family” of the Italian mechanical industry in terms of 
turnover and export, as well as for the contribution it offers 
to one of Italy’s greatest commercial achievements, namely 
the furniture industry, which brings prestige to Italy as a 
nation.

‘Our industry includes large, world-class groups, as well 
as many small entrepreneurs who pursue success through 
innovation,’ says Raphaël Prati.  

‘With the support of the Ice agency, we can deploy our 
strengths on a global scale, securing a leading role at every 
exhibition and event,’ he continues.

Mr Prati concluded by reminding the audience of the 
need for business people to be constantly supported by 
institutions, in order to consolidate their success and 
guarantee future growth.

Mr Conte, who talked to many Italian exhibitors, stressed 
the importance of export for the Italian economy, re-
affirming the Italy’s competitiveness driven by the innovative 
capacity of several industries, including woodworking 
and furniture 
production, which 
represent excellent 
examples on a 
global scales. 

 ‘As prime 
minister I am very 
proud of this and 
I really believe 
that there should 
be a joint effort 
by government, 
institutions and 
businesses to team 
up and ensure that 
Italy plays the role 
it deserves in the 
technological and 
industrial domain,’ 
said Giuseppe 
Conte.

ITALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER IS 

INTRODUCED TO 
WOODWORKING 
TECHNOLOGY

For further information tel Luca Rossetti on  
00 39 329 2197752. Email: press@acimall.com 

THE bonding of high pressure laminates has been at the 
core of Starbank Panel Products since the company’s 
incorporation 40 years ago. It’s fair to say, Starbank loves 
laminate.

Over this time Starbank has built up an unrivalled wealth of 
knowledge in fabrication of this impressive material, which has 
developed incredible properties in terms of surface finish and 
performance over the past decade.

The pace of product development in high pressure laminates 
(HPL) was further replicated at Starbank culminating in the 
launch of its own decorative lightweight core panel: STARlite®. 

As a major sub-contract fabricator for the interior fit-out 
and fire door industry, Starbank partners with all the major 
manufacturers and distributors to provide an almost unlimited 
choice of specified and non-specified decorative surfaces and 
core material options in the UK. 

Starbank was also the first company in Europe with BM Trada 
to obtain an integrated management system together with FSC 
and PEFC chain-of-custody, back in 2004.

Environmental credentials have been further enhanced 
recently as part of a major factory move to a 16 acre, 116,000ft2 
manufacturing facility. 

With on-site biomass and solar energy recovery, Starbank says  
that it will maintain its position as an ethical and responsible 
manufacturer in the UK market 
place. 

‘It’s really encouraging to see 
that more and more of our 
customers are demanding chain-
of-custody certified products 
from us too. 

‘High pressure laminate is now 
a very real part of that under 
the controlled wood standard,’ 
explains Starbank’s business 
development manager, John 
McCaffrey.

‘Currently our decorative 
panels are laminated using high 
quality PVA D3 adhesive as 

standard or, alternatively, with a more specialist D4 glue line for 
demanding applications where required. 

‘We are currently producing 1100 high pressure laminate 
panels/week on average in a variety of sizes up to 3660mm x 
1525mm. It’s a testament to our production department, which 
is able to achieve this capacity year on year,’ he adds.

Its fast approaching 2.5mft2 of decorative HPL in a 
combination of single and double-sided finished product. 
Alternatively, if we put it another way, an area larger than 30 
football pitches per annum,’ explains John McCaffrey.

Once bonded, panels are automatically stored by job, or size 
within Starbank’s Schelling VS16 robotic retrieval system, 
which directly feeds two Schelling FH6 beam saws. 

‘It’s an amazing system and there to protect the boards more 
than anything – delivering them quickly and efficiently to the 
saws without damage, even to sensitive gloss surfaces,’ explains 
Mr McCaffrey

‘Further fabrication with cutting and optimisation, edge-
banding using high performance PUR adhesives, contour 
edge-banding, CNC drilling and machining and throughfeed 
post-forming are all at our customers’ disposal.

‘We have always made a commitment to our customers that 
we will endeavour to achieve the highest possible quality at the 
best value price that we can. 

‘Part of this promise involves us 
continually investing in both our 
technology and our skilled fabricators. 
2019 will see us once again invest heavily 
in our plant and machinery, with major 
plans within our laminating department.

‘We are genuinely excited at the 
opportunities ahead and are confident 
that the quality and technology at 
Starbank has never looked better,’ 
concludes Mr McCaffrey. 

STARBANK’S TOTAL 
COMMITMENT TO HPL

IN rECENT years interior furniture design has all been about 
colour - greys in particular. Now this trend has extended into 
woodgrains with popular choices either being grey in tone, or 
suitable partners for the grey solid colours.

Renolit has introduced a number of woodgrain decors from the 
company’s most recent 3D thermo-formable film introductions 
and show how they can be combined with new, classic and bold 
modern solid colours to provide interior designers with a new 
array of possibilities.
rockford Hickory Light
rockford Hickory

Hickory wood in Nature displays 
characteristics of being very hard, firm, dense 
and shock resistant.  Reproduced by Renolit 
as a 3D thermo-formable film, the light, 
medium and dark colour variations represent 
this combination of strength, toughness, and 
hardness. 

The depth of the design is created by light 
pores and contrasting cathedrals. Variation 
of pattern and colour emphasises the designs’ 
natural beauty.

Light Rockford Hickory is ideal for 
bedrooms and living spaces to provide a 
bright and airy atmosphere to either small 
or spacious rooms. It is perfect 
for new build properties against 
magnolia, or white backgrounds. For 
a modern statement, it can be paired 
with bold colours, such as Dried 
Date Supermatt, or Dried Mango 
Supermatt.

Natural Rockford Hickoryis best 
suited to kitchens and interior 
furniture. The warm golden tones 
of Natural Rockford Hickory sit 
comfortably in a traditional room 
setting. 

Alternatively, create a classic, but 
contemporary appearance combined 
with Mussel Suedette Matt and jazz 
it up with Bronze Metallic.

The dark rich tones of Dark 

Rockford Hickory create a warm, sophisticated look. Pair with 
Stone Grey Suedette Matt for a statement look against neutral 
colours, or mix with Conifer Green to fit with the latest nature 
trend.
ribeira Ash Painted Q

Presented in its own shade of taupe in a horizontal orientation, 
the bright and charismatic design conveys Scandinavian 
freshness and strong light-dark contrasts. Vibrant growth rings, 

prominent cathedrals and subtly curved lines give 
the décor a powerful elegance.

The structured emboss underlines the liveliness 
of the design with a deep feel and natural variety. 
With multi-functional appeal, this design 
works well in furniture, kitchen and bathroom 
installations in combination with Pearl Grey 
Suedette Matt and Cement Supermatt.
Nordic Wood

A subtle design, Nordic Wood consists of a 
natural grain, soft lines and neutral tones. It is 
characterised by simplicity, minimalism and 
functionality. 
Grey Nordic Wood

Grey Nordic Wood introduces a soft natural 
white-grey tone for a warmer finish, making 

a dynamic addition to bathroom 
furniture.

The neutral tones can mix with a 
variety of colour to transform the 
atmosphere; White Grey Suedette Matt 
to keep it fresh and light, Century 
Wolfram Grey adds sophistication, 
or Vibration Supermatt to bring in a 
delightful bold trend colour.
White Nordic Wood

White Nordic Wood shouts 
archetypical Scandinavian. Complete 
the crisp light look with Denim 
Suedette Mat,t or Northern Lights 
Supermatt.

WOOD GRAINS GET CREATIVE

For further information Visit 
www.renolit.com/design

For further information tel  
Starbank on 01925 223965. 
Visit www.starbank-uk.com
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AN INTErNATIONAL manufacturing company has 
purchased two wood waste heaters from Wood Waste 
Technology to reduce waste disposal costs and provide 
free heating for its UK headquarters in rugby. 

PERI Ltd is a family business which was founded 
in 1969 and has grown steadily to become one of 
the world’s leading manufacturers of formwork and 
scaffolding. 

When the UK head office experienced heating issues, 
national facilities manager, Kevin Joyce started to 
investigate some alternatives. 

Whilst visiting a supplier and having a tour of the 
premises, Kevin saw one of Wood Waste Technology’s 
wood waste heaters in operation. 

It came highly recommended by the supplier, so Kevin 
took a photograph of the manufacturer’s sticker on the 
heater and contacted Wood Waste Technology for more 
information. 

Managing director at Wood Waste Technology, Kurt 
Cockroft provided additional technical information 
and customer references and visited the site in Rugby to 
provide a survey and quotation. 

‘As a business, we generate a great deal of timber 
waste, which we end up paying to dispose of. The 
workshop was a freezing place to work in the cold 
months and our heating costs were constantly rising 
with the increase in fuel costs, explains Kevin.

‘We started some calculations to work out what 
savings could be made if we invested in a wood waste 
heater. Once we added it all up, it was a no-brainer. 

‘We calculated that we’d pay back our investment 
on each wood waste heater in only 18 months, so we 
placed an order!’

PERI Ltd ordered 2 x WT15’s - one for each end of the 

large 20,000ft2 workshop, which were installed by Wood 
Waste Technology’s specialist engineers in 2018. 

Now, PERI Ltd’s UK head office is benefiting from 
being able to convert all its wood waste to heat, as the 
wood waste heater provides a free, environmentally 
friendly facility to heat the factory, whilst saving the 
company vast amounts of money on waste disposal fees. 

‘We’re delighted that we chose Wood Waste 
Technology as our supplier.  The customer service, from 
our initial point of contact through to the engineers 
who installed the heater has been excellent, and the 
wood waste heater certainly delivers everything we were 
promised,’ says Kevin. 

‘The workshop has gone from being the coldest place 
to being the warmest place to work and the team are 
overjoyed!’

‘We’re delighted that we could assist PERI Ltd to help 
the business lower its operational costs by saving money 
on heating and waste disposal,’ says Kurt Cockroft.

Wood Waste Technology’s years of expertise in wood 
waste solutions have helped many companies reduce 
their waste disposal and heating costs.  

As well as offering site survey, design, manufacture, 
installation and on-going maintenance for new units, 
the company also services all types of wood waste 
heaters and supplies genuine spares up to 60 per cent 
cheaper than other suppliers.

In addition, Wood Waste Technology is the UK 
official distributor for Gross Apparatebau GmbH, 
a German manufacturer of dependable, precision 
engineered shredders and briquetters, available in 
various size and specifications to suit all business 
applications.

TWO NEW WOOD WASTE HEATERS FOR PERI

For further information tel Wood Waste Technology on 01785 250400. 
Visit www.woodwastetechnology.com or www.grossuk.co.uk 

AN ACOUSTIC panelling manufacturer recently looked to 
Air Plants to fulfil its requirements for a new dust extraction 
plant.

With a client base that spans the globe and 40 years’ 
experience in delivering high profile projects, Woodfit 
Acoustics is a leading provider of wooden acoustic panelling.

Combining expertise in acoustic engineering and design, 
Woodfit turns its clients’ creative visions into reality and 
has earned a reputation for the highest levels of skill and 
craftsmanship.

Starting out as a manufacturer of bespoke kitchen cabinets; 
Woodfit Acoustics has progressed and succeeded in becoming 
a world-renowned specialist fabricator of superior wooden 
acoustic panels. Today, the company has world-class 
manufacturing facilities and almost 50 employees spread across 
three buildings.

Air Plants Dust Extraction installed the original dust 
extraction plant in 1999. Various additions and modifications 
have been made over the years to accommodate the expansions 
that have taken place at Woodfit Acoustics.

With the addition of a new factory area, Woodfit approached 
Air Plants to discuss its requirements for a new, modern dust 
extraction plant.

In 2017, Air Plants designed, 
supplied and installed a cyclo 
filter plant with a 37kW high 
efficiency fan set. The externally 
sited system has a small foot-
print and handles an air volume 
of 29,000m³/hour.

Wood waste from the filter 
discharges into two sealed skips.

The new plant is fitted with 
pneumatic blast gates. This 
semi-automated system allows 
gates to some of the machine 
connections to shut off air when 
it is not required. This results in 
a more efficient system and helps 
to reduce energy consumption. 

NEW, MODERN DUST 
EXTRACTION PLANT INSTALLED 

AT WOODFIT ACOUSTICS

For further information tel Air Plants on  
0116 283 3581. Visit www.airplants.co.uk

The cyclone dust collector boasts automatic reverse jet 
cleaning and 95% separation prior to bag filtration. It is also 
compliant with COSHH and EPA requirements. Clean air is 
returned to the factory.

An internally-sited Untha LR630 wood shredder handles a 
wood waste volume of 1-7m³/week. Off-cuts are collected from 
around the factory and fed into the shredder.
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Visit the website:
www.kitchen-maker.co.uk

ISSUE 6 OUT NOW!
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DO you work in the furniture design and 
manufacturing industry? Do you supply carpenters, 
joiners, shopfitters, or designers with the latest 
machinery, components or materials? Could your 
business and product range benefit from being 
exposed to over 9,200 industry professionals? 
If the answer is yes, isn’t it about time you considered 
booking your stand at the UK’s only woodworking 
machinery and materials show, the W Exhibition? 

September 2020 may seem like a long way off, but 
people are already booking their stands at the biennial 
show. In fact, 50 per cent of the floor space has already 
been sold but, with new halls at the NEC for 2020 and 20 
per cent more space available, there is no better time to 
confirm your stand space at the W Exhibition 2020. 

So what’s all the fuss about? Not only is it the only 
show in the UK that’s dedicated to those in the furniture 
production industry, the four-day event, which is set 
to occupy almost 24,000m2 for the next edition which 
is likely to attract over 9,200 professionals from the 
furniture design and manufacturing sector and is co-
located with the UK’s only furniture components show, 
Elements. 

Exhibitors also benefit from great exposure in the trade 
press and the event organisers work with you to create 
your very own online portal to promote your stand to 
visitors in the lead up to the show. Plus, with established 
show partners, such as the British Woodworking 
Federation, British Furniture Manufacturers, FIESTA, 
the National Association of Shopfitters and Didac 
Training College working with the show organisers to 
create an event that truly benefits both the exhibitors 
and visitors, it really is the best platform in the UK to 
present your products and prototypes to the industry. 

Still not convinced a stand at the W Exhibition is for 

you? Here’s what some of 2018’s new and longstanding 
exhibitors had to say about their experiences at the most 
recent show: 

Here’s what the W Exhibition and Elements exhibitors 
and visitors thought of the show: 

Managing director, Felder UK Ltd, Matthew 
Applegarth: 

‘The show has been brilliant for us. We’ve sold almost 
every machine on our stand and at least two thirds of 
our showroom. We still have orders to work though 
and we have produced some fantastic leads - this is 
what we have come to expect from exhibiting at the W 
Exhibition. 

‘Every year our stand is growing bigger, because the 
return is there for us. In 2016 our stand was 600m2. 
We increased this by 50 per cent for 2018 and we have 
already provisionally booked over 1000m2 for 2020,’ says 
Mr Applegarth.

Managing director of Biesse UK, Steve Bulmer: 
‘The show has been a great success for us this year 

and our decision to invest in a larger stand has been a 
good one. It’s been our best show ever. We were also 
immensely proud to win the Elements of Innovation 
Award for our Viet Opera robotised sanding machine. 

‘We are also celebrating our 25th anniversary in the 
UK, so it’s been great to see both new customers, as well 
as those that we have been working with since the UK 
subsidiary was founded,’ says Mr Bulmer.

Managing director of Ferwood UK, John Wilson:
‘The show has been good for us. We’ve constantly been 

talking to customers – including some of the biggest 
names in the UK – so the calibre of visitors has been 
very high indeed,’ says Mr Wilson.

For further information tel Lisa Camagnola on 020 7886 3116. Email lisa.campagnola@montex.co.uk 

 W20: ALL SET TO PROVIDE      THE PERFECT PLATFORM                        
           FOR ALL BUSINESSES        AIMED AT WOODWORKERS

OVVO®, the multi-award winning, innovative tools-free assembly 
solutions company, continues to lead the way in developing and 
bringing to market connection systems and solutions that deliver 
significant benefits to manufacturers. All the latest additions to the 
company’s product range were on show at W18.

JJ Smith pulled out all the 
stops at W18 to put on a 
display which was certain 
to attract the crowds to the 
company’s 130m2 stand.

The Masterwood “Made In Italy” look 
was reflected on the company’s stand 
at W18 with clear viewing panels 
allowing great views of the machine 
demonstrations from all angles.

Managing director of Felder UK Ltd, Matthew Applegarth 
reported that W18 was “brilliant” with almost every 
machine on show being sold off of the company’s stand.

Biesse scooped the Elements of Innovation Gold award at 
W18 for the company’s Opera R sanding machine. Here 
is Biesse UK’s Steve Bulmer (pictured right) with Biesse’s 
product area manager, Giacomo Mariotti, displaying the 
Gold Award certificate

The German woodworking machinery giant, Weinig 
showcased some of its latest technology at W18.
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 W20: ALL SET TO PROVIDE      THE PERFECT PLATFORM                        
           FOR ALL BUSINESSES        AIMED AT WOODWORKERS

A record number of sales and leads 
were achieved by Alphacam and 
Cabinet Vision at W18.

With every successive event, 
the Felder presence goes from 
strength to strength. At W18 
the Austrian company’s stand 
was 50 per cent larger than 
two years previously and the 
stand provisionally booked 
for 2020 stand will be larger 
than ever.

Axyz is no stranger to the “W” shows and their predecessor Woodmex, where 
the CNC specialist routers have never failed to capture visitors attention. Ferwood Group UK was present at W18 to present 

the company’s innovative, on-line global inventory of 
equipment designed for the woodworking industry.

Schelling UK enjoyed yet another successful show at W18 where the main 
focus of attention was the Austrian company’s fh4 cut-to-size panel saw.

Masterwood GB’s sales director, Dave Kennard provided one of the 
dinosaurs made on a Masterwood nesting machine as a raffle prize, thus 
boosting the £1200 raised at W18 for the Help the Heroes Charity. The 
money has helped the funding of much needed woodworking shops and 
recovery centres around the UK.
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