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For further information tel Space-Plug on 
07901 553290. Visit www.space-plug.com

UK INNOVATION 
funder, Rocking Horse has  
announced a multi-million-
pound partnership with 
London-based specialist 
investment firm, Quilam 
Capital.

‘We are extremely excited 
about our new partnership 
with Quilam and the 
opportunity to fuel and 
accelerate the growth of the 
UK SME and Innovation 
economies,’ says director at 
Rocking Horse,Toby Walker 
(pictured right).

For the full story, please 
turn to page 13.

NEW MULTI-MILLION 
POUND PARTNERSHIP

AN ARRAY of new and enhanced functionality 
and seamless integration with other software 
packages ensures that the latest release of 
Alphacam stays at the forefront of helping 
woodworkers create Smart Factories, in line with 
Industry 4.0.    

They include Casebuilder, an innovation, which 
is the result of a partnership with Cabinet Vision.

 It was created specifically for small- to medium-
sized woodworking companies and is used for 
quickly designing cabinets and case goods… and 
then with the click of a button processes the parts 
and generates NC code using Alphacam.

For the full story, please turn to Page 6 of 
this issue.

SMART 
WORKING

SPACE-PLUG is undoubtedly the fixing of 
choice for fitting furniture, but did you realise 
it can save hundreds of acres of board!! 

With Space-Plugs in the box, why have gables 
reach the wall? After all, we don’t have the 
gables meet the floor, since we included the 
adjustable leg. 

Save the board for the manufacturer and 
hours of scribing and handling for the fitter … 
edge-banding stays intact and there is never a 
need to cut round a pipe again! 

Chris Sharp Cabinets Ltd has made the 
change and are ahead of the game…  

‘Space-Plug AFS has definitely been a move in 
the right direction for us. We adopted the idea 
about 18 months ago, it’s been a great success 
and we’re very happy to sing its praises,’ says 

operations director at Chis Sharp Cabinets Ltd, 
Paul Kettleborough.

‘The saving in material means that we get far 
more parts from jumbo sheets and because of 
that, profitability has really increased. 

‘When we deliver to site, the units go straight 
into place. That really reduces handling.

‘Our fitters, who weren’t sure at first, are now 
over the moon with the flexibility and freedom 
it gives them. 

‘Our clients have given us some great feed-
back - and if they’re happy, we’re happy. 

‘From our guarantees point of view, 
confidence is even higher knowing edge-
banding never gets cut away and the unit 
always stays fully sealed. 

‘Its great news that it’s made in Britain and 
that is something we pride ourselves on. We 
will definitely be customers for the foreseeable 
future. 

‘All in all, it’s a great product and a great 
idea. We wish Space-Plug every success, with 
a simple, but massively effective bit of kit,’ 
concludes Paul Kettleborough.  

SPACE-PLUG SAVES TIME
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For further information tel John Penny
Woodworking Machinery Ltd on 01235 531700.

DEZIGNATEK has been operating in New Zealand since 2004 
and focuses on providing bespoke thermo-formed doors, 
drawers and panels for the kitchen and carpentry industry.

The company’s services include the customized manufacture 
of membrane-pressed fronts, drawers and panels, expanded by 
laser edge-banding services for melamine, acrylic and laminate 
fronts.

Dezignatek is part of the New Zealand Panels Group and 
its production is located in a state-of-the-art manufacturing 
facility in East Tamaki, New Zealand that opened in 2017.

All parts entering production come from two pressure beam 
saws, or several nesting centres and go through a very careful 
sanding process before they reach the membrane presses.

In order to find a way to make this more efficient, the 
Dezignatek management team visited LIGNA.

During their tour in Hanover, they became aware of the MB 
Maschinenbau booth, where a Roba Tech brush sander was 
demonstrated to customers. Dezignatek immediately noticed 
that this solution could be an approach for their rationalization 
task.

As a result, detailed discussions were already held during 
LIGNA about modernizing the sanding processes at 
Dezignatek.

Very quickly it became clear that only a one-pass line solution 
would enable a maximum rationalization effect.

Dezignatek therefore decided to develop a solution, in co-
operation with MB Maschinenbau, that would enable all-round 
edge sanding, plus sanding and cleaning the visible side of the 
parts in one pass.

Even though before starting, samples were created and 
sent to Germany to check the performance of the individual 
components of the potential line.

Dezignatek has been very focused on this and sent several 
furniture fronts to Germany as, in conjunction with the 
MB team of specialists, suggestions for pre-fabrication 
improvement at the nesting centres have been made.

These joint efforts have achieved an optimal co-ordination 
between pre-fabrication and sanding and the results were that 
promising that the line configuration could be evaluated.

The aim was to design the line in such a way that “Batch Size 
One” production with random part sizes can be realized.

Consequently, MB created a layout that provided all-round 
edge sanding at the beginning of the line. For this purpose the 
Roba REP edge sander, which is able to measure all incoming 
parts by means of laser scanning and move the sanding units 
into the required position based on this data, was placed at the 
line entrance.

Positioning is by servo axes in high speed mode and thus 
ensures that all fronts can be processed with a high throughput. 
A right and left double brush, equipped with extra-large tools, 
ensures high-quality sanding of two edges without additional 
adjustments.

Behind the sanding cell the parts are placed by a lateral 
pusher, equipped with a high-speed servo axis, on a return 
conveyor that sends the fronts back to the operator.

The operator turns the parts by 90 deg and feeds them again 
through the Roba REP to sand the missing two edges.

After the all-round edge sanding is now completed, parts 
are distributed side by side by the same abovementioned 
pusher system in order to fill the subsequent Roba Tech 
evenly over the entire 1300mm processing width. Next the 
patented Roba Tech takes over the sanding of the visible side 
of the parts.

Dezignatek opted for a machine configuration with micron 
disc at the machine inlet, Roba Tech sanding belt in the 
machine centre and chamfered disc system at the machine 
outlet.

The flat micron discs are suitable to sand flat surfaces and 
replace Dezignatek’s previous wide-belt sanding.

The Roba Tech sanding belt, equipped with an extremely 
high quantity of abrasives and a large working area, ensures 
the smooth rounding of all sharp edges, as well as the sanding 
of the outer radius and the deep milled contours.

The final disc system, which uses chamfered sanding 
brushes, sands in those particularly hard-to-reach vertical 
contours and ensures fine sanding of the entire surface.

Now that the door edges and surface have been sanded, the 
parts go through a Roba Anti Dust.

This machine is a special MB Maschinenbau development 
in which a lot of cleaning know-how has been incorporated.

Cross-cleaning units from above and below, a double 
brush rotating clockwise and counterclockwise, paired with 

ionizing bars and a noodle blower at the machine outlet, ensure 
a perfect cleaning of all parts.

All units are equipped with ostrich feathers. Due to the 
static charge, the large outer diameter and the many fine hairs 
that create a large surface to collect dust particles, the dust is 
literally “sucked” by the tools.

All brushes are static unloaded in the suction hoods, the dust 
pick-up is removed using special beater bars and released into 

the suction hood. If existing, minimal residues of dust particles 
are removed by the final noodle blower.

This means that perfectly cleaned parts leave the machine 
and are handed over to the spraying station to apply the glue. 
After a final visual inspection, the fronts go into the membrane 
presses.

With this new line, Dezignatek is now able to sand and clean 
its entire production of approx 2000 furniture parts per day 
with just three people: one person fills the line and two people 
carry out the visual inspection and stacking at the end of the 
line.

All of this is happening and that was Dezignatek’s main 
focus at the start of the project, fully automated processing 
completely random part sizes.

Dezignatek’s conclusion and praise to MB Maschinenbau: 
‘There is no better solution for a “lot size one” sanding process 
execution’.

DEZIGNATEK HELPING TO OPTIMISE 
SANDING  PROCCESES WITH MB
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AN investment of more than £200,000 
in the past year has enabled bespoke 
furniture manufacturer, Brownlow 
Furniture to expand its Cheshire workshop 
production capacity and manage its dust 
extraction more effectively.

The company, which was set up in 2001 by 
its founder, Rob Bennett, has grown from a 
“one man” artisan workshop to a business 
employing more than 30 local designers and 
craftsmen.

In order to cope with ever-increasing 
business the company recently invested in 
a £80,000 three-axis CNC drilling machine 
to add to the machining, spraying and 
pre-assembly equipment in its three main 
workshop areas. 

In addition, it has installed a new dust 
extraction facility from Wood Waste 
Control (Engineering) Ltd comprising a 
2600W silo filter, with 22KW main fan, 
control panel and ducting to remove waste 
from the new machine.

The new extraction facility for the CNC 
drilling machine is in addition to a WWC 
900 four-bin modular filter unit with 15kW 
main fan installed the year before to extract 
waste efficiently from the company’s panel 
and sanding machinery.

‘The installation of the new extraction 
system for the CNC machine went very 
smoothly,’ says Brownlow spokesman, Matt 
Harland-Jones.

‘The Wood Waste Control installers were 
very knowledgeable and made the whole 
installation painless,’ he adds.

‘The new silo filter system is running 
extremely well. The extracted dust waste is 
currently discharged into bags and taken 
away every three weeks, or so,’ says Mr 
Harland-Jones

‘The filter bags inside our modular silo 
filter extraction units can be cleaned 
automatically by regeneration reverse 
cleaning fans built into the top of the filter 
housing, which allow the bags to be cleaned 
automatically on shut down of the system, 
ensuring the efficiency and life of the filter 
bags,’ says managing director of Wood 
Waste Control (Engineering) Ltd, Reg 
Gareppo.

‘We are now looking at the possibility 
of adding briquetting and waste heater 
facilities at Brownlow Furniture to enable 
its waste to be used to heat the workshops 
there,’ adds Mr Gareppo.

Wood Waste Control is one of the UK’s 
leading dust extraction and heating 
equipment specialists for the woodworking 
industry. 

It designs, manufactures, installs and 
commissions solutions from simple stand-
alone bagging units through to complex 
integrated extraction and heating systems.

The company also provides well-proven 
chippers, including horizontal grinders 
and a range of briquetting machine for all 
applications. 

Wood Waste Control’s range of manual 
and automatic warm air models are capable 
of burning a wide range of wood fuels 
automatically, as well as accepting hand-
loaded offcuts.  

The company is based in Bourne End 
near High Wycombe and has hundreds of 
successful installations across the UK, in 
Europe, Russia and Africa. 

NEW WASTE EXTRACTION 
SYSTEM HELPS GROWING 

PRODUCTION REQUIREMENT 
AT CHESHIRE FURNITURE 

MANUFACTURER
For further information tel Wood Waste Control on 01628 525290.  

Visit www.woodwastecontrol.co.uk
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AN ARRAY of new and enhanced functionality and seamless 
integration with other software packages ensures that the 
latest release of Alphacam stays at the forefront of helping 
woodworkers create Smart Factories, in line with Industry 
4.0.    

They include Casebuilder, an innovation, which is the result 
of a partnership with Cabinet Vision.

 It was created specifically for small- to medium-sized 
woodworking companies and is used for quickly designing 
cabinets and case goods… and then with the click of a button 
processes the parts and generates NC code using Alphacam.

Product manager, Chip Martin describes it as an easy-to-
use order entry software tool for manufacturing kitchen and 
commercial cabinets.

 ‘With minimal set-up, users are quickly designing and 
sectioning cabinets and outputting ARD files directly to 
Alphacam, for output to NC routers,’ says Chip.

‘Cabinets can be configured individually, including the 

quantity and position of doors, drawers, shelves and roll-outs 
and then the system automatically generates Alphacam drawing 
files for all the components,’ he adds.

Updates to the Automation Manager in Alphacam 2021 assist 
users to prepare jobs for processing, as well as managing them.  

He says that the order of layers and machining styles can now 
be modified.

 ‘The order defined in the layer mapping set-up will be used 
for applying the tool-paths and users can now control the order 
of the tool-paths while defining how the part will be machined. 
However, the Machining Order option can still be used for 
ordering operations by tool,’ says Chip.

Automation Manager now shows the list of parts that could 
not be nested, so the operator can either cancel them, or 
process them in a future job. An option to create a new job 
containing only the parts that could be nested is also available 
for further automation. 

Enhancement to the user interface provides full control on 
which part properties the operator wants to see. 

‘In previous versions, users could only see the part names and 
needed to click each part individually for more information. 

Now they can see key details, 
such as height, quantity, if 
the part is nested and any of 
the part’s properties,’ explains 
Chip.

The new Folder Watcher 
allows jobs to be processed 
autonomously via 
Automation Manager.

Chip Martin says that 
this tool is ideal to use in 
both a well-established 
manufacturing process, 
as well as where orders 
are created through ERP 
software, or any other system 
outside Alphacam.

 ‘It watches a folder and, as 
soon as an order is created, 
it automatically processes it 
using Automation Manager 
without the user having to do 
anything,’ says Chip.

Moving on to CAD – 
Geometry Node editing 
has been improved to allow 
multiple elements to be 
converted to a single line 
or arc, Prompts will  appear 
about node selection when 
two or more nodes overlap.

It’s also possible now 
to break and join one, or 
multiple paths without 
having to leave this 
command, making it a more 
complete tool for modifying 
and fixing 2D geometries.    

Alphacam’s heavy 
investment in machining 
solids directly, without the 
need to create geometries, 
has led to a major 
improvement regarding 
automation.

‘Previously, it’s not been 
possible to automate this, 

as the solid faces to be machined always had to be picked 
manually. However, in the same way that geometries in layers 
can be machined using Machining Styles and solid model faces, 
can now be added to layers,’ says Chip.

 ‘Machining styles are created from a variety of operations and 
users can easily machine solid faces in that layer without having 
to manually select the faces,’ he says.

A new option to Optimise Tool-path Overlapping 
significantly improves material usage in nesting. It allows tool-
paths around different parts to overlap, provided that the tool 
doesn’t cause any damage.

Additional distances are applied where required to protect the 
parts, while still allowing the tool-paths to overlap. 

He says that the new option also brings notable nesting 
improvements when tools with a larger diameter are used 
inside the part, but a smaller tool is needed to cut the outer 
shape.

 ‘In earlier releases, nesting would use the largest tool to 
define the overlap between parts, to avoid tool-paths damaging 
other components. Now, the nesting engine uses the outer tool 

diameter to define the overlap,’ says Chip.
Another enhancement enables solids to be nested with their 

geometries.
‘As nesting is a 2D solution, it’s not yet possible to nest parts 

containing workplanes, but as solids can now be placed in the 
nested sheet, it’s possible to machine the solid after it’s been 
positioned there.

‘Tool-paths can be applied directly to the solid and solid faces 
and the user can even carry out another operation to extract 
geometries from the solids and then machine those geometries. 
It means that after nesting, it’s possible to machine geometries 
and solid features using more than three-axis,’ says Chip.

Using a new project manager page called “Clamp Insert” 
clamps and fixtures can be dragged and dropped into drawings 
and then an XY location chosen to insert them. 

Once they’re in place, Alphacam automatically reads the 
material thickness and places the clamp at the correct Z level.

‘It’s also possible to define if the clamp will be positioned 
below, or if it will be holding down the material and allows the 
user to rotate the clamps on insert,’ says Chip Martin. 

He adds that this is part of a long-term project, making it 
easier to use clamps in Alphacam and that future releases 
will extend it to more complex clamps with several movable 
components, such as rails and pods. 

NCSIMUL Essential has been integrated into Alphacam, 
replacing the external simulator in the router and mill modules, 
giving the ability to simulate three-to-five axis tool-paths and 
machines with movable clamps. 

Finally, another integration; this one with WORKPLAN and 
nesting offcuts. Alphacam connects directly to a WORKPLAN 
server and uses the materials in its database, meaning that the 
operator knows the exact amount of material in stock to run a 
job, as well as making it easier to manage offcuts. 

‘Users reserve sheets and define which offcuts will be 
generated by the job. Confirmation that the job has been 
processed, is done using WORKPLAN’s windows tablet 
application. The main material will be deducted from stock and 
the offcuts added to the database, where they’ll be available for 
future jobs,’ concludes Chip Martin. 

ALPHACAM INTERGRATION HELPS 
ETHOS FOR SMART WOODWORKING
Latest release features enhancements to automation and casebuilder link with Cabinet Vision  

For further information tel Alphacam on 01889 756084. 
Visit www.alphacam.com
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DEMONSTRATING its unwavering 
commitment to sustainability, Mirka is 
joining the new European programme 
focused on sustainability called SEAM 
- Sustainable European Abrasive 
Manufacturers. 

The initiative is designed to drive forward 
the industry’s pledge to implement new 
sustainability measures for the long term.

 The objective of the SEAM programme is 
to support and assist abrasive manufacturers 
in their aim towards sustainable growth 
and sustainability improvements, mostly in 
production and distribution. 

To be approved on to the programme, 
Mirka had to meet a series of requirements 
organised into the three fundamental pillars 
of sustainability: Environment, labour and 
economy.

 ‘Long-term sustainable development has 
always been an important and natural part 
of Mirka’s business,’ says chief executive 
officer of Mirka Ltd, Stefan Sjöberg.

‘We have accomplished a great deal 
already.  Being sustainable is an integral part 
of our vision: to be the most responsible 
company in our industry’, continues Stefan 
Sjöberg.

‘For us, it has always been clear not to 
waste financial or material resources – of 
our own, or those of our customers.  

‘These initiatives and achievements are 
compiled under “Our Clean Commitments” 
where we describe the development of 
our corporate sustainability programme 
transparently with various KPIs. This 
goes hand in hand with the new SEAM 
programme, concludes Mr Sjöberg.

 Large, medium and smaller abrasive 
manufacturers, suppliers and distributors 
have joined SEAM to set a European 
sustainability standard.  

It will move the industry towards a 
balance between environmental efficiency, 
production performance and labour 
safety, all of which are important values 
that strengthen the positions of European 
companies globally and improve the life of a 
community.

 The SEAM programme is constantly 
being developed. New services along with 
performance monitoring and management 
tools are on their way to be made available 
to all SEAM members.

MIRKA UNITES 
WITH ABRASIVE 

MANUFACTURERS
FOR ADDITIONAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

NEXT  
MONTH:
POWER
TOOLS

 For further information tel Mirka on 
01908 866100. Visit www.mirka.com
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REHOMY – a well renowned Dutch based company – is introducing the Rhino horizontal 
bandsaw machines into the UK.

 A wide range of horizontal and vertical bandsaws is available, but Rehomy would like 
particularly like to drawer the attention of potential purchasers to the especially thin cutting 
bandsaw range.

 Thanks to their flexible design, the latest generation of the Rhino thin cutting bandsaws offers 
customers amazing performance. No matter whether you are cutting timber, such as for example 
oak in either wet or dry conditions, or you have the need for a single cut or three cuts – Rhino 
machines can do it.

 Cutting from 2mm lamella, they are suitable for anyone who involved in the production of 
engineered flooring.

The thin cutting series are equipped as standard with German-made Schneider touchscreens, 
PLC and inverters and also 
with a special sawblade guide 
system manfuactured in 
Switzerland.

 Rehomy made a special 
mini-website to show the 
available models, including 
demonstration videos.

 Rehomy has a range of 
demonstration machines in 
stock and welcomes customers 
for a free demonstration.

LAUNCH OF THIN CUTTING 
BANDSAW FOR FLOORING BY 
DUTCH COMPANY, REHOMY

 For further information tel Rehomy on 00 31 512 525 090. 
Visit https://woodworkingbandsaw.com
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MIRKA GOES 
FOR THE GOLD 
STANDARD

For further information tel 
Ironmongery Direct on 0808 168 28 28. 
Visit www.IronmongeryDirect.com

WHEN it comes to any woodworking project, a good quality sanding product is 
essential for achieving the perfect finish.

The Mirka Goldflex Soft range, available from Ironmongery Direct, is a great choice for 
those who need to sand profiled surfaces, delicate corners, or difficult-to-reach details by 
hand.

The flexible Goldflex soft sanding padscan be used for sanding fillers, primers, paints, 
lacquers and bare wood in both wet and dry environments.

The foam backing ensures a comfortable grip that is kind to the hands and the pad 
applies pressure evenly to the surface to reduce the risk of sanding through. 

In order to minimise the clogging 
associated with using a traditional sanding 
paper, Ironmongery Direct suggests trying 
Mirka’s Gold Proflex sanding sheets.

These revolutionary sheets utilise special 
grain and coating technology for excellent 
dry hand-sanding and are sharp cut for fast 
finishing and denibbing.

The Mirka Goldflex soft sanding pads can 
be purchased from Ironmongery Direct in 
packs of 10, while 200-sheet rolls of Mirka 
Goldflex Soft sheets are also available to 
purchase for larger projects. All products 
come in a variety of grit levels to suit any 
requirement.

Ironmongery Direct has over 18,000 
products in stock and available for next-day 
delivery.

SPACE-Plug has gone from a former fitter’s 
brainchild to sales in excess of 3.5m units. 

‘I’m over the moon! In all honesty, the 
concept had been in my head for such a 
long time, it’s actually been 25 years in 
the making, but it’s now well and truly 
made!’ says former fitter, entrepreneur and 
managing director, Cliff Petit.

Space-Plug’s approach might be unusual 
in the modern world, but it seems the 
old-school business plan of not spending it 
until you have made it is paying off for the 
company. 

This year the company is set to break out 
of the cottage industry-style of business and 
it is looking to gear up in earnest with plans 
for major investment directly from company 
funds. 

‘Taking a bit of time to build a business has 
proven to be the right move,’ says Cliff.

‘There is such a trend to look for the 
instant gratification of major investment, 
but avoiding that means that we are now 
able to invest in major growth without 
any leverage against future profits safe in 
the knowledge that Space-Plug is hugely 
popular with an ever-growing list of 
delighted users,’ says Cliff.

‘Space-Plug is growing fast and our joint 
investment plan with our fantastic new 
manufacturer based in Sussex – Masona 
Plastics – is looking to top £200,000!” 

These extensive plans, as well as the 
new manufacturing partnership, include 
new commercial management input, new 
tooling for the Mark II plug, new automated 
packing machinery, new patent applications, 
new products, new SKUs, new territories, 
new markets, new distribution, new media, 
a new website and, of course, many new 
customers.

SALES 
BOOM

For further information visit  
www.space-plug.com
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GIBSON’S Cabinet Makers offers quality hand-made 
kitchens, bathrooms, dining rooms, bedrooms and free-
standing furniture. 

Based on the southern fringe of Whitby, the company serves 
a wide area, including Durham, Cheshire and Lincolnshire, as 
well as Teesside and the whole of Yorkshire. 

With four or more major commissions on the go at any one 
time, Gibson’s Cabinet Makers has seen its workforce double in 
recent years.

Part of this success is due to the Woodwelder and clamp 
system purchased from Lamont.

‘We were becoming busier and busier, as the popularity of our 
furniture increased,’ says partner, Roy Gibson. 

‘In order to cope with the demand, we were having to look at 
alternative ways of gluing up doors and drawers. 

‘Traditionally we were doing it with sash clamps, which is 
quite time consuming and you also have to always be checking 
that the work piece is square. Then there is the gluing up 
process, which could take several hours. 

‘Once you had used all your clamps, you would have to wait 
for one batch to dry before going on to the next. So we could 
only do 20 drawers, or doors in one batch.

‘With the Lamont system, it has a square corner and glue 
resistant plastic sheath to it, so glue does not stick to it. 

‘You put your drawer, or door in and clamp it down: it pushes 
it into the square corner - so everything is absolutely square.

‘You also get the (Woodwelder) glue gun, which heats up the 
RF glue in about 15 seconds, so you can do a corner with one 
zap, which speeds things up tremendously. Indeed, with the 
glue and the gun working together, you can finish a door in a 
minute.

‘The Lamont system has become part of a production line, 
which allows us to have door components coming out of the 
machines, go straight to the Lamont system, after which the 
doors are sanded, before going on to be hinged and fitted. 

‘It is incredible to think back how we were working with sash 

clamps before we acquired the Lamont system. It is massively 
beneficial to us. We had seen one of Alan Lamont’s displays 
at a JMJ woodworking exhibition, which we visited when we 
were looking into ways of increasing production. He was on the 
stand. 

‘We spoke with him and saw demonstrations and said we 
were very interested, went away to think about it, decided 
the amount of time it was going to save us would be very cost 
effective and purchased one.

‘Before the show we were aware there were things of this 
nature, but really needed to see one and have it explained to us 
to understand the benefits, so the exhibition helped us in this 
respect.

‘We primarily use the Lamont system for doors and 
drawers. It can also be used for frames. These are all our main 
components that we use to manufacture hand-made kitchens 
and made-to-order furniture.

‘As well as savings in time and in ensuring that the work is 
square, it allows us to use staff effectively. Instead of having two 
people using the sash clamps, we now can have one guy putting 
units together, while his colleague is gluing up. This means that 
we can meet deadlines more quickly and increase turnover.

‘It also saves space. With sash clamps, you end up with a great 
area of your floor covered in clamps and doors, all piled up on 
top of one another. 

‘The Lamont system is vertical, so it does not take up a 
great deal of space and, as the doors come off dry, they can be 
stacked vertically.

‘One of the other nice bits about it is that you get different 
shapes and different sized face plates for the gun, which allows 
you to zap a drawer from inside, for example a 45 deg corner, as 
well as flat plates for a flat surface. You can utilise the machine 
in all sorts of gluing up procedures to solve a great many 
problems.

‘I would absolutely recommend it to other people. I can’t 
believe we coped so long without one, concludes Roy, adding 
that he would recommend the system to anyone.

LAMONT HELPING TO SOLVE A 
GREAT MANY PROBLEMS

For further information tel Alan Lamont on 
 07785 268 992.  Visit www.clampingmachines.co.uk 

AT Garant sustainability is a top priority. For many years the 
company’s products have been manufactured in an energy-
conscious and environmentally friendly manner.

Waste from frame production is also processed further with a 
Weima WL 6 S single-shaft shredder.

Garant Turen und Zargen GmbH is one of the leading companies 
in the door and frame industry. The company was founded in 
1991 and employs a staff of around 480.

The production and storage area measures approx 66,000m2. 
That is where 3,300 doors and almost as many frames are 
produced daily.

The portfolio includes standard as well as designer doors in a 
wide variety of styles, as well as matching frames. Many different 
materials are used. However, one of the most important materials 
is wood.

A conscious use of the forest resources is a given at Garant. All 
wood products are both PEFC and FSC certified. The energy 
management is also certified according to ISO 50001.

In order to meet the strict requirements of these certificates 
and to make a contribution to environmental protection, Garant 
continuously records and analyzes the material flow in the 
production halls.

Measures that increase material efficiency and the recycling rate 
can thus be implemented quickly. The amount of waste is also 
continuously monitored and, where possible, reduced.

A consistent step was the purchase of a single-shaft shredder 
from Weima. In July 2019, a Weima WL 6 S shredder was added to 
Garant’s sophisticated disposal concept.
SHREDDING WITH THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON.

The wood shredder is perfectly integrated into the production 
line. In the fully automated frame line, state-of-the-art production 
machines ensure precision and quality. The cutting of the frame 
elements is completely computer-controlled.

The wood waste from the frame production is discharged via 
conveyor belts and transported to the shredder on a central 
conveyor line. As soon as the hopper of the shredder is filled, the 

machine goes into automatic mode and shreds the 
wood waste to a homogeneous material size.
RELIABLE SHREDDER FOR INDUSTRIAL 
STANDARDS.

 The Weima WL 6 S is a proven classic in the 
product portfolio of the shredding specialist from 
Ilsfeld. With a rotor diameter of 368mm and a rotor 
length of 800mm, it shreds wood waste of all kinds. 
The profiled V-rotor is made of solid material and is 
mounted on stable rotor bearings.

This guarantees high throughput with low power 
requirement. A strong drive is an important feature. 
The WL 6 S is equipped with a WAP gear developed 
by Weima. This is particularly sensitive to foreign 
materials and is low-wear. The wood chips produced 
can be transported out of the machine by means of 
an extraction system, or transport screw.

At Garant, the WL 6 S is connected to an extraction 
system that conveys the wood chips into a central 
chip silo. 

Finally, the shredded wood waste is used in 

a biomass combustion plant, producing enough heat for all 
buildings on site. This is resource-saving and cost saving.

A further Weima shredder from the ZM series has already been 
ordered and will be delivered to the door and frame manufacturer 
in the middle of the year. This will enable Garant to use the wood 
waste efficiently in other production lines as well and to further 
pursue its sustainability goals.

SUSTAINABILITY - A TOP 
PRIORITY AT GARANT

The Weima WL6 S single-shaft shredder is perfectly integrated into the 
production line.

For further information tel Weima on 00 49 7062 9570-48. 
Visit www.weima.com.

View into the hopper of the Weima WL 6 S.
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ENSURING that the level of service matches its unique 
craftsmanship has helped a Hemel Hempstead joinery 
specialist almost double its business over the last year.

Quest Joinery, which was formed by Jeremy Theakston 
and Allan Jackson in 2011, has posted an impressive £4.1m 
turnover for the last 12 months after securing a number of 
high-profile contracts in London.

This represents a £1.7m increase and highlights the growing 
demand for the company’s specialist joinery products and 
services, including bespoke reception desks, wall panelling 
and cabinetry, not to mention its ability to incorporate 
specialist materials including glass, metalwork and upholstery.

It is now tapping into support from the Manufacturing 

Growth Programme (MPG) to help it capitalise on the recent 
expansion by introducing an action plan that maximises 
recent investment in a new ERP system and creates a five-year 
business plan that will deliver £10m of annual sales.

‘We were both involved in the industry and were being 
regularly let down by sub-contractors when it came to 
delivering a good service and completing jobs on time. The 
end result was “Let’s do it ourselves”,’ explains Jeremy. 

‘That was how Quest was formed and we haven’t really 
looked back over the past eight years, with the last two in 
particular marking our transformation into one of the first 
names chosen by architects, construction firms and property 

developers,’ says Jeremy.
‘We are now completing contracts that are 

worth £2m+ and these include projects at Chelsea 
Barracks, commercial offices in the City and 
Clarges, the luxury commercial and residential 
development in Mayfair,’ he adds.

‘Our clients choose us for our unique design, 
craftsmanship but, importantly, for the way we 
project manage the work, so that everything is 
completed on time, to budget and without any 
inconvenience to the end user.”

Quest Joinery has ambitious plans to more than 
double the size of the company by 2024 and to 
do this it turned to the Manufacturing Growth 
Programme to complete a review of the business 
and look at ways where it could become more 
efficient whilst helping the scaling-up process.

Manufacturing growth manager, Roy Matthews 
sat down with the management team to look at 
potential challenges and market opportunities, 

which supported the creation 
of an action plan.

This initially meant looking 
at automating certain 
production processes and 
giving staff access to real-
time data so they can make 
decisions on job planning, 
the supply chain and contract 
lead times.

Over £20,000 has already 
been saved in administration 
costs and the company 
believes that the platform it 
has put in place – combined 
with the benefits of the ERP 
systems – will deliver it a 20 
per cent productivity boost.

Allan picked up the story:
‘We were really impressed 

with MGP and especially 
the growth manager who 
had  a great deal of industry 

experience and “got” what we wanted to achieve and where 
this would take us.

‘He suggested some simple improvements and then looked 
at how we could integrate technology and automation into our 
factory that manufactures a lot of our products before we fit 
them on site,’ says Allan. 

‘Growing so fast can be a challenging time for an SME, so I’m 
delighted that we’ve been able to work with Quest Joinery to 
help it effectively manage its growth and lay the foundations 
for future expansion,’ says MGP’s Roy Matthews

‘It has disrupted a traditional industry through high levels 
of customer service and the fact it offers the latest 2D, 3D and 
BIM design technology, as well as expert joinery and fit-out 
services. The business model is working and generating lots of 
new opportunities,’ he adds.

Quest Joinery has invested more than £250,000 on a new 
CNC router and the ERP system, as well as taking on a further 
10 staff.

JOINERY COMPANY WITH A 
QUEST FOR ADDED GROWTH

For further information visit 
 www.manufacturinggrowthprogramme.co.uk

CREATING a unique furniture design 
can be challenging, especially when décor 
choices are “same-old same-old”. 

Imagine a new brochure featuring exclusive 
decors, unavailable anywhere else. This is 
where Kronsospan has really excelled with 
the release of its new brochure, gathering 
together all its copyrighted décor designs.

Welcome to the Kollection of informed, 
on-trend designs, exclusive to Kronodesign, 

available now from Lawcris.
The Kollection features 39 incredibly 

realistic woodgrains, ranging in tone from the 
cool and contemporary to warm and rustic.

For those seeking to go above and beyond 
the regular woodgrain offering, two 
intricately-crafted end-grains present an 
opportunity for outstanding design, which 
are sure to draw attention.

Alongside these woodgrains sit unique 
unicolours and authentic stone effects, 
the result of extensive research into global 
design, developed through Kronodesign 
customer interaction and journeys across 
the exhibitions and fairs both in the UK and 
around the world. The Kollection combines 
imagination with experience to give you the 
best in surface design.

THE KOLLECTION FROM 
KRONOSPAN AND LAWCRIS

For further information tel Lawcris on  
0113 217 7177. Visit www.lawcris.co.uk
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AUT0-Trail VR Limited is one of the UK’s leading dedicated 
motorhome manufacturers, with over 35 years’ manufacturing 
experience designing and building motorhomes in the UK. 

The management team at Auto-Trail was recommended to speak 
to Wood Waste Technology by a supplier, as the company was 
spending around £16,000/year on skips to remove wood waste and 
around £26,000/year on gas heating for the workplace. 

Auto Trail’s director of design and development, Steve Moverley 
contacted Wood Waste Technology for more details, looking for 
information about the types of waste that could be utilised, boiler 
efficiency, emissions dates and expected return-on-investment 
predictions. 

Wood Waste Technology’s revolutionary boiler, the WWT209 
is Enhanced Capital Allowance listed. It remains one of the most 
efficient wood waste boilers available in the UK, having been 
designed and tested to BSEN303-5-2012, the highest standard for 
efficiency and emissions. 

The boiler has been independently tested at 92.4 per cent 
efficiency, allowing it to qualify for the Energy Technology List. 

Businesses that purchase products listed on the ETL benefit 
from 100 per cent first-year enhanced capital allowances on their 
expenditure.

The WWT209 was also the first in the UK to be declared fully 
compliant with the RHI scheme without the need for additional 
flue gas filtration equipment (significantly reducing the investment 
and on-going maintenance costs of a RHI compliant boiler).  

The boiler offers the largest possible heat output under the 
Environment Agency’s U4 and D6 permit (under 50kg/hr). 

In addition, it does not require a local authority Part B permit 
(England & Wales), which saves money on the initial investment, 
as well as the yearly testing requirements. (More information 
available at www.gov.uk/local-authority-environmental-permit).

As a Carbon Trust Accredited Supplier, Wood Waste 
Technology’s boiler can also operate in clean air zones under 
the Clean Air Act, as it meets the two highest standards in 
emissions regulations, so is able to be used in even the sternest of 
jurisdictions in the UK. 

Wood Waste Technology also has a 100 per cent success rate in 
RHI applications for companies burning chipboard and MDF. 

The high efficiency of the boiler helps it to provide up to 20-25 

per cent more heat from your wood and, therefore, more heat on 
your RHI Heat meter, leading to a faster pay-back and warmer 
factory and offices.

The Government’s Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) offers 
substantial financial benefits to companies who invest in new 
biomass technology. 

For example, companies with successful RHI applications could 
earn around £11,500 - £17,500 a year (with a cost of living increase 
each year) for 20 years, dependent upon a number of other factors. 

Once the team at Auto-Trail understood that the company could 
make a return on the investment in less than 36 months, an order 
for a WWT209 automatic wood waste heater was placed. 

Wood Waste Technology’s specialist engineers installed the 
boiler. The Auto Trail team was very impressed as to how all 
the items were installed with minimal disruption to the busy 
manufacturing facility.

The company also purchased a monster GAZ132 shredder 
and magnetic conveyor from Wood Waste Technology, the UK 
official distributor for Gross Apparatebau GmbH, a German 
manufacturer of dependable, precision engineered shredders and 
briquetters. 

This shredder allows whole pallets and CNC remains from 
boards 1220mm wide by 2440mm long to be quickly turned in 
to wood chips and all metal from screws and nails to be removed 
automatically.

 ‘It’s absolutely brilliant. I wish we’d invested in one several years 
ago when we first heard about them,’ says Steve Moverley.

‘The shredder gives us the added flexibility to burn more wood 
waste that would otherwise need to be disposed of and produce 
more heat,’ continues Steve.

‘The team at Wood Waste Technology has been excellent, from 
helping us make a decision about buying the right heater, through 
to the installation and after service. 

‘We’re very pleased with the RHI return we’ve received, which 
is actually more than double the amount that was estimated, as 
Wood Waste Technology prefer to under-estimate the anticipated 
returns to clients, rather than over-promise. We can’t recommend 
the company highly enough, concludes Steve.

Everyone in the production facility is delighted with the warmth 
the wood waste heater puts out into the 40,000ft2 area. 

The boiler is working so effectively that the system’s six 54kW 
hot air convection fans that were originally installed in the base 
installation were recently extended to add two further 54kW fan 
heater units into other production areas that were originally heated 
with gas heaters. 

Wood Waste Technology’s years of expertise in wood waste 
solutions have helped many companies reduce their waste disposal 
and heating costs.  

As well as offering site survey, design, manufacture, installation 
and on-going maintenance for new units, the company also 
services all types of wood waste heaters and supplies genuine 
spares up to 60 per cheaper than other suppliers.

In addition to being the UK’s official distributor for Gross 
Apparatebau GmbH, the company is also a distributor for 
Putzmaus boiler tube cleaning systems - a powerful, but gentle 
routine maintenance solution that is quick and easy to use and 
helps to increase boiler efficiency and lower operating costs.

COMPANY REDUCES MANUFACTURING COSTS 
BY PURCHASING WOOD WASTE BOILER

For further information tel Wood Waste Technology on 01785 
250400. Visit www.woodwastetechnology.com, www.grossuk.
co.uk or www.putzmaus.co.uk 

WHEN commercial furniture specialist, Claughtons, began 
trading last year, refurbished machinery specialist, Ferwood, 
sourced and installed a used machine that met the new 
company’s exact specification and budget within just two 
weeks. 

‘As a start-up business, we wanted to hit the ground running. 
This meant getting the right machinery in place quickly and 
efficiently,’ explains operations manager, Jeff Attwood.

‘We knew the products we would be manufacturing and the 
materials we would be using, so when it came to shortlisting 
a machine, we knew the exact specification we were after,’ he 
continues.

‘We needed a beam saw that was capable of cutting up to 
100 sheets of 18mm Trespa and 25mm thick MDF measuring 
2800mm x 2070mm MFC each week. We also needed a tech 
and printer package that could run with our existing CAD 
software. 

‘We were not set on a particular make, or model but, as a new 
business, we didn’t have the means to invest in a brand new 
machine,’ says Jeff. 

Having worked with Ferwood before, Jeff was fully aware of 
the scale of readily-available machines in Ferwood’s inventory.

‘I’d sourced used woodworking machinery from Ferwood 
in a previous job and I’ve always found them easy to work 
with. I knew they could offer a prompt service and had the 
means to get the job done quickly and efficiently. It seemed 
like the perfect fit for us: they could find us a machine that 
ticked all the boxes and get it delivered and installed almost 
immediately,’ he explains.

After browsing Ferwood’s online inventory, Jeff purchased 
a front loading Holzma HPP11/32 Profiline CNC beam 
panel saw. The machine came under Ferwood’s “Ferwood 
Functional” brand, which sees machines checked by an 
independent specialist during the installation process. 

‘This approach suited us perfectly. It meant that, as 
well as offering us peace of mind, when it came to the 
machine’s performance, the lead time was exceptionally 
fast. 

‘In fact, the whole process from initially viewing the 
machine on Ferwood’s website to it being fully installed 
was only two weeks. It was a massive selling point for 
us,’ says Jeff.

The complete installation, which was carried out 
by an experienced Holzma engineer, took just three 
days, with introductory training given to Claughton’s 
machinists. 

‘At the point of installation, the factory wasn’t fully up 
and running, which made the logistics much easier. We 
had the extraction system and electrics already in place 
and we weren’t restricted by production deadlines, or 

the threat of downtime. It was a sleek performance and the 
end result was a fully functional machine that was ready to be 
put to good use. What more could you ask for?’ asks Jeff.

Sixth months on, Claughton Office Equipment is set to work 
with Ferwood for a second time. Jeff explains:

‘The whole experience of working with Ferwood has been 
easy. The machine has been reliable – we’ve had no nasty 
surprises - and it does exactly what we need it to do. 

‘From previous experience, we knew that we could count on 
Ferwood to deliver tried and tested machinery and offer us an 
honest and reliable service. They did exactly that. 

‘That’s why we’ve chosen to work with Ferwood again. 
We’re now in a position to grow our business and we need 
more machinery to do it. We know Ferwood deliver on 
their promises and because of this, it’s a relationship we see 
continuing. We would highly recommend them,’ concludes 
Jeff.

THE RIGHT START THANKS TO FERWOOD

For further information tel Ferwood on  
0113 286 6689. Visit www.ferwoodgroup.com
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FOR two decades, Mirka has been at the forefront of 
dust-free sanding, thanks to an invention which has 
revolutionised work places all around the world.

By developing an abrasive that features a net structure 
instead of a paper backing, Mirka was able to introduce 
extremely efficient on-tool dust removal that improves 
both the work quality and working environment. Mirka 
called the new abrasive Abranet. 

Manufactured with Mirka’s patented technology, the 
net structure of Ararnet abrasive ensures that a sanding 
particle is never more than 0.5 millimetres from a dust 
hole. This means that sanding grains are able to retain 
their cutting power and the resulting dust is safely 
removed. 

Abranet is highly resistant to dust pills and clogging 

and is easily cleared to ensure optimal use out of every 
abrasive.

With the coarseness grade providing excellent results, 
the original Abranet and its many versions of the Abranet 
continue to be deleveloped and patented.

‘The Mirka Abranet net abrasive is a product of the true 
Finnnish ingenuity and ability to think outside the box,’ 
says development engineer, Hans Hede, who is one of the 
“fathers” of Abranet.

‘What started out as a laboratory experiment quickly 
proved its worth and it is a perfect example of the Mirka 
way of doing things,’ says Hans.

Today, 20 years later, dust-free sanding is widely 
accepted as an industry standard, with many competitors 
having seen the advantages of the Abranet approach.

Original Mirka Abranet abrasives and their patented 
technology come from the Mirka factory in Jeppo 

Finland, where it all 
started.

Mirka is looking 
forward to many more 
decades of dust-free 
and safe working 
environments, made 
better every day by the 
products and solutions 
it continues to develop 
and manufacture.

MIRKA CELEBRATES 20 YEARS 
OF DUST-FREE SANDING

For further information tel Mirka on 01908 866100 
www.mirka.com/uk

UK INNOVATION funder, Rocking Horse 
has  announced a multi-million-pound 
partnership with London-based specialist 
investment firm, Quilam Capital.

This has provided a committed facility to 
enable it to assist the millions of UK SMEs, 
who are eligible for around £22 billion worth 
of Government research and development 
tax credits, or Innovate UK grant schemes, 
with advance funding to support their 
growth and development.

Rocking Horse provides unique loan 
solutions at competitive rates with no 
monthly capital payments to SME’s, 
which are secured against research and 
development tax credits and Innovate UK 
grant regimes.  

The loans are then repaid when the 
funding comes through. It anticipates that 
the loans will range from £50k to £1m plus.

Rocking Horse focuses on UK SME 
businesses that are loss-making and often 
excluded by traditional banks and 
online lending infrastructure, filling a 
major gap in the innovation economy.  

It provides quick access to capital 
to further business growth and 
development, enabling UK SME’s to 
fuel their expansion and, ultimately, 
create opportunities for further 
financing and investment.

Rocking Horse is Quilam’s ninth 
investment and will facilitate the 
business’s next stage of growth, as it 
seeks to become the UK’s leading SME 
innovation finance provider. 

‘We are extremely excited about our 
new partnership with Quilam and the 
opportunity to fuel and accelerate the 
growth of the UK SME and Innovation 

economies,’ says director at Rocking Horse, 
Toby Walker.

‘Our ambition is to become the leading 
innovation financier to the 3.5 million SME’s 
in the UK and provide continued capital, 
support and expertise to accelerate growth 
within this sector,’ says Toby. 

‘The Quilam team has extensive experience 
in the UK SME lending market and 
the Rocking Horse proposition fills an 
important gap to provide instant cash for 
UK firms investing in innovation,’ says 
director at Quilam, Sarah Watts.

‘Accelerating this cashflow can play a 
crucial role for SMEs maintaining growth, 
delivering contracts and ultimately 
continuing to play their vital role in the UK 
economy. This is the best management team 
to deliver this product and we are delighted 
to support Rocking Horse on this journey,’ 
says Sarah.

NEW MULTI-MILLION-POUND 
PARTNERSHIP

 For further information tel 07804 132386. Visit www.rockinghorsegroup.co.uk

Director at 
Rocking horse, 
Toby Walker 
is excited 
about the 
company’s new 
partnership 
with Quilam.
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THE global energy situation is characterised by 
limited natural Viessmann wood combustion 
systems – innovative wood-firing systems up to 
8,000kW gas and oil reserves as consumption 
increases. In addition, increasing CO2 emissions 
heat the earth’s atmosphere 
and thus lead to climate 
change. 

This forces a responsible 
use of existing resources 
and requires more efficiency 
and the increased use of 
renewable energies. 

Biomass plays a special role 
here. It provides most of the 
renewable energy, is steadily 
available and can be stored 
as needed, unlike wind and 
solar energy. 

Wood as a fuel remains 
cost-effective in times of 
unpredictable energy prices, 
burns co2 neutral and, in 
conjunction with sustainable 
forestry, helps to implement 
environmental and economic 
goals. 

As a specialist for biomass 
boilers and power plants 
in the power range up 
to 8,000kW, Viessmann 
Holzfeuerungsanlagen 
GmbH is one of the leading 
full-service providers in 
this industry. Viessmann 
Holzfeuerungsanlagen 
focuses on the conception 
and implementation of 
biomass plants for industrial, 

commercial and municipal customers. 
With an export share of around 88 per cent of sales, 

the company is internationally orientated, with more 
than 4,000 plants in operation in Europe alone. 
Viessmann Holzfeuerungsanlagen (Mawera) was 

founded in 1975 as Mawera and currently employs  
around 120 people at its location in Austria.

From boilers through to fuel delivery systems and 
exhaust gas cleaning the products are suitable for all 

wood fuels.
Essential features include the different 

firing systems, which are individually 
planned for each project and tailored to 
the needs of the customer.

Depending on the heat demand, 
hot water, steam or thermal boilers 
are used. Viessmann supplies the 
tailor-made systems turnkey and also 
provides the necessary accessories.

Services such as conception, service 
and assembly organisation emission 
measurements and the renovation of 
old plants complete the offer.

As the leading international supplier 
of heating technology systems, the 
Viessmann Group offers a complete 
program for all energy source and 
performance ranges.

Founder in 1917, the family owned 
company employs 12,000 people 
worldwide. With 23 production 
companies, sales organisations 
in 49 countries and 120 sales 
offices worldwide, Viessmann is 
internationally orientated.

For further information tel Mawera  
on 01543 258844.  
Visit www.mawera.co.uk

SPECIALIST IN THE PROVISION OF
BIOMASS BOILERS & POWER PLANTS

PALAMATIC is a leading supplier of vacuum tube lifting 
systems to the woodworking industry. With 35 years’ experience, 
thousands of its solutions are in use on a daily basis.

Now with recent changes in the construction industry, 
Palamatic’s range has been developed to offer solutions to keep up 
with the demand.

As a proven Health & Safety solution, a Palamatic vacuum tube 
lifter offers increased operator safety and performance, allowing 

efficient use of labour and reduced 
injuries and claims.

The company’s systems are robust 
and built to last and to endure the 
requirements of the woodworking 
industry. Applications regularly 
provided by Palamatic include loading 
and unloading for vertical panel 
saws, beam saws, dimension saws, 
flat-bed CNC stations, edge-banders, 
laminators, paint lines and tilt tables.

The most common wood materials 
handled by Palamatic lifting systems 
include Trespa jumbo boards, Spandrel 
panels, MDF, MFC, chipboard, wood, 
plywood, Sterling board, plasterboard 
and polycarbonate – with weights up to 
350kg being picked up.

Wood products handled include fire 
doors, panel doors, furniture, staircase, 
planks, timber sections, laminate 
surfaces and cabinets.

Palamatic is also often asked to rotate boards through 
90 deg or 180 deg for loading saws and gripping boards, 
which its systems can handle with ease.

‘Our philosophy is to provide equipment fir for 
the purpose, so all applications are looked at by our 
engineers to design the correct solution,’ says Palamatic’s 

customer relations and marketing manager, Matt Bennison.
‘The gantry that the lifting systems are suspended on are critical 

to offering an ergonomic solution that works for the operator. We 
can provide H-style gantry systems to cover large areas, but our 
smaller swing jibs and low head room centre posts can fir into 
areas where space is an issue and work perfectly well,’ adds Mr 
Bennison.

‘With our 22,000ft2 factory based in Chesterfield in Derbyshire, 
we are well placed to visit customer sites and for our customers to 
send us samples to test prior to us manufacturing their vacuum 
tube lifter. We have a skilled field engineering team to install 
the system and come in to train individual operators,’ says Mr 
Bennison.

‘We recommend our service contracts with each system, as we 
find that the woodworking industry uses its systems daily and, 
therefore, the upkeep of them is vital in terms of production,’ 
concludes Mr Bennison.

PALAMATIC PROVIDES A LIFT 
FOR PANEL PROCESSORS

For further information tel Palamatic on 01246 452054. 
Visit www.palamatic.com
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ACHIEVING HIGH VOLUMES 
WITH THE VITAP BLITZ

THE Vitap Blitz has undergone 
a transformation. The original 
machine would drill and insert 
glue and dowels, but only in the 
edge of the panel. 

Customers loved the machine and 
its price, but wanted to be able to 
face drill for a cam fitting. 
Vitap listened and has now 

developed and released the latest 

version of the machine. 
With a working width of 

1300mm, which splits into 
two, allowing both left- and 
right-handed components to be 

drilled simultaneously, 
three horizontal drills 
and a glue and dowel 
insertion head the 
machine is capable of 
achieving high volumes 
of production for a very 
reasonable cost.
The machine has a 

19in TFT monitor 
and Albatross TPA 
software. Programmes 
can be either created 
on the machine, in the 
office and downloaded 
via a memory stick, 
or the machine can 
be equipped with a 
bar code scanner to 
maximise production 
and eliminate operator 
error. 

For further information tel Ney on
 024 7630 8100.  
Visit www.ney.co.uk

PROFESSIONALS REVEAL HOW THEY 
ARE BENEFITTING FROM 3D PRINTING

ONE of the fastest-growing developments in the world of 
technology has been that of 3D printing. It is the process 
of depositing successive layers of material (e.g. plastic, 
metal, wax etc.) in a 3D printer, to create a physical object 
envisioned from a digital model. 

3D printing technology has already been heavily adopted in 
industries, such as aerospace, automotive and industrial goods. 

With organisations in these respective industries utilising 3D 
printing for aspects, such as making those parts/components 
that cannot be manufactured through conventional 
machining, or laser processing techniques. 

Interested in cutting-edge technology, mobile phone 
specialists Case24.com analysed findings from online 3D 
printing services provider, Sculpteo, who surveyed 1,000 
professionals (from a range of industries) to better understand 
how they are using 3D printing technology. 

Case24 found that professionals are most commonly using 
3D printing for prototyping (55 per cent) – ideal for tangibly 
showcasing a prospective model/concept and then gaining 
instantaneous feed-back on its design, as well as functionality. 

Thereafter, 43 per cent are applying the applications of 3D 
printing within their production process. 

In third position, 41 per cent of experts believe that 3D 
printing allows them to prove that the concept of a potential 
product/component works to its desired and expected effect/
output. 

Interestingly, 18 per cent of professionals are using 3D 
printing to produce valuable marketing samples. Slightly 
below, 16 per cent are equally deploying 3D printing for 
artistic, as well as educational purposes. 

Opposingly, 10 per cent consider 3D printing as a hobby 
– an area of their job that they can experiment with and test 
out, when not focusing on the principle aspects of their role/
responsibilities. 

Furthermore, Case24.com also sought to identify from 

the report what the professionals’ thought were the biggest 
benefits they have gained from implementing 3D printing 
technology. 

Case24.com discovered that complex geometries (48 per 
cent) is the greatest benefit professionals have experienced 
from 3D printing. 

Complex geometries referring to those models which are 
typically difficult to imagine, but can easily be generated with 
a 3D printer. 

Subsequently, 39 per cent reported 3D printing beneficially 
led to a fall in the lead times of their production process, 
whilst 30 per  cent stated that installing 3D printers has made 
their operations financially more prudent. 

Perhaps unsurprising, as 3D printers can make models 
multiple times with just the materials required – thus, not 
only decreasing turnaround times but unnecessary spend on 
materials. 

Fascinatingly, 28 per cent of experts believe that 3D printing 
has been advantageous to their engineering re-design 
function, whilst 22 per place 3D printing as the primary 
attribute, which has enabled them to reduce the number of 
steps in their assembly line. 

Given that many organisations drive to constantly achieve 
efficiency where and when possible – 18 per cent think that 
3D printing has aided their continuous improvement ideology. 

Contrastingly, a mere 8 per cent feel that 3D printing has had 
a positive impact on their remote production capabilities. 

Just above, 9 per cent cite the utilisation of 3D printers as an 
important factor in them successfully achieving supply chain 
optimisation.  

‘3D printing has significantly evolved over the years, 
establishing itself as a ground-breaking piece of technology,’ 
says managing director of Case24.com, Philip Donker.

‘Considering that the technology is being harnessed in 

a large variety of sectors, it has become integral for firms 
consistently seeking to innovate and make efficiency gains in 
their production cycle. 

‘This research provides a comprehensive insight into the 
different way’s professionals are using 3D printing and the 
biggest benefits they are gaining from doing so. 

‘These indicators showcase the current influence of the 
technology and how 3D printing is allowing companies/
professionals to develop a powerful competitive advantage,’ 
concludes Mr Donker.

For further information visit www.case24.com
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AN Irish kitchen and bedroom specialist says that Cabinet 
Vision software has slashed the time taken to manufacture all 
the cabinets and doors for a single installation, from days to 
just a couple of hours. 

In addition, the company puts the time saved to a different 
use from the way most companies would – with enhanced 
customer service.

Stylecraft Kitchens & Bedrooms works mainly with end-user 
customers and architects.

Director, Paul Phillips says that the state-of-the-art software 
means that they can combine traditional cabinet making with 
the advantages of modern technology. 

‘It saves us so much time with manufacturing. It also means 

that we can now make so 
much more ourselves, so we no 
longer have to buy components 
in,’ says Paul.

‘This saves considerable 
administration time, as we 
don’t have to place orders with 
suppliers for those items,’ he 
adds.

Previously, the company 
also suffered from added time 
pressures, as door deliveries 
could take up to six weeks, 
with further delays if design 
changes were made.

‘While we may have been 
making a number of kitchens 
each week using the panel 
saw, we could now produce 
many more. However we didn’t 
necessarily want to do that.  
Instead, we invest a great deal 
of the time it saves us, with our 
customers and creating new 
designs. 

‘We now have extra time 

available to us to ensure that the positive customer experience 
is something to be remembered,’ says Paul. 

He says that Cabinet Vision has been one of the biggest 
drivers in moving the company forward, in years. 

‘When the recession ended, we looked at how we could start 
moving the business forward again. Cabinet Vision was the 
solution. 

‘In the beginning it was just something that interested us, 
that we thought could be advantageous. It very quickly became 
absolutely essential. We’d be quite anxious now if the computer 
wouldn’t switch on in the morning,’ says Paul.

They went down the CNC and software route to improve 
standards and explore new opportunities and saw instant 
benefits. 

‘For the first time it enabled us to visualise everything we were 
doing, including joints and construction methods. 

‘Even now, we’re using it more and more every week, doing 
new things. In addition,  we are currently working with the 
Cabinet Vision support team on developing a range of new 
products, including new doors and cabinets,’ says Paul.  

Now, all of their products – whether they be in-frame oak, ash 
and tulip wood kitchens, or carcases for their contemporary 
and classic ranges – are designed with their Cabinet Vision 
Solid Ultimate module and the NC code is then sent by Screen 
to Machine to the Cosmec CNC router, which was purchased 
in November 2017.

One of the early benefits was peace of mind, meaning that 
they were no longer worrying about the time frame to complete 
a project. 

He says they quickly became more relaxed about it, knowing 
that the machine would run constantly for the duration of 
the job, turning everything out in a short space of time and 
guaranteeing product quality every time.

‘I can also work on something in Cabinet Vision a short 
period of time before I need it. Previously I’d have to think 
about something two, or three days beforehand, but now I 
simply send the code out to the CNC router within minutes of 
starting a new cabinet, or door.      

 ‘Before using Cabinet Vision I didn’t realise the lack of 
limitations it has. It can do so much more than I originally 
thought. It’s been a complete revelation to us, from previously 
cutting everything on the panel saw, to now producing 
precision parts that are 100 per cent accurate every time in a 
shorter time frame. 

‘Cabinet Vision ensures that the lines that you see when 
the doors and cabinets are installed are absolutely perfect: 
for example, a 2.5mm margin will be exactly that all the way 
round,’ says Paul.

Labels are also printed through the software. As an example 
he cites reverse machining on doors, saying that when the front 
nest has been machined, labels are created and a portable bar 
code scanner reads them for the reverse machining. 

‘Moving ahead, we look forward to the eagerly awaited 
software update with improved graphics that will mean we will 
be able to design, price and manufacture using Cabinet Vision,’ 
says Paul.

Concluding, he says that three other companies have invested 
in Cabinet Vision on his recommendation. 

And another company is going to look at the latest release. 
‘If he likes it…which I’m sure he will…he’s planning to buy his 

first CNC router. That is the impact Cabinet Vision is having in 
the Irish woodworking business,’ says Paul. 

CABINET VISION GIVES STYLECRAFT 
MORE TIME WITH ITS CUSTOMERS

Traditional Cabinet Making with Modern Technology Advantages

For further information tel Cabinet Vision on 01189 756084. Visit  www.cabinetvision.com
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Stage 1: Designing a 20-unit kitchen for a developer 
took a matter of minutes with Cabinet Vision.
Stage 2: The material was ordered at 4.55pm the same 
day.
Stage 3: The following day it was cut, drilled, edged, 
assembled and delivered by 12.30pm
‘I DID that simply to prove a point,’ says managing director 
and owner of Chris Sharp Cabinets Ltd,  Paul Kettleborough. 

‘I wanted to know just how quickly we could produce a 
kitchen. Although we had to machine multiple panels, our 
CNC machine was running at up to 80m/min,’ says Paul.

Employing a dozen people at the company’15,000ft2 workshop 
and showroom in Lincolnshire, the company generally 
produces two kitchens/week for end-user consumers, with a 
number of others for property developers. 

Having recently invested in Cabinet Vision software to 
complement the company’s Alphacam package, there is now 
the capacity for designing and manufacturing around 20 a 
week.

With a long-standing history of making both softwood and 
hardwood furniture, the company decided that there was a 
need to diversify, as cheap imports began to have an effect 
on business and they moved into the purely bespoke kitchen 
market. 

Three years ago, Paul bought the company from Chris Sharp, 
having worked there for over 20 years and he decided to 
concentrate solely on kitchens.

Alphacam had been the main software for furniture 
production for many years, and the company continued to use 
it to design and manufacture the cabinetry components for 
their kitchens, which Paul admitted was not the optimum tool 
for casework assemblies. 

‘It was taking a long time to program our three-axis SCM 
Ergon machine tool,’ says Paul.

‘We’d have a standard 600mm base unit with the holes and 
tool-paths – but if a customer wanted a 550mm unit, for 
instance, I’d have to take it down by 50mm. 

‘So in time, my Alphacam program had up to 150 different 
units. If a kitchen contained 600mm, 500mm and 400mm 
units, I’d put them on a separate sheet and nest them through 
Alphacam, which was a long-winded process when compared 
to Cabinet Vision, because it’s not optimised for that type of 
work,’ explains Paul.

So, the natural progression was to invest in Cabinet Vision for 
carcase work. 

Design manager, James Graves now receives customers’ orders 
as an ArtiCAD drawing from their external designer and 
imports it into Cabinet Vision. 

‘As I’ve got a library of the 60 or so cabinets that we use 
regularly, I create the rooms by dragging and dropping the 
units into the project and then editing them,’ says James Graves.

‘The ArtiCAD file is often just a plan with dimensions on, 
usually in increments of 50mm, but with Cabinet Vision’s 
parametric capability and the parameters already set up, if I 
drop a 600mm unit in and change it to 587mm, all the relevant 
sizes and joins are changed accordingly. Each one literally takes 
just seconds and I can complete a full kitchen plan in around 
20 minutes,’ proclaims James.  

Being able to customise each unit is particularly valuable 
when he is working with the company’s range of handle-less 
cabinets. 

‘We prefer to have these carcase-pressed, so we can choose 
that the jointing technique is all dowelled rather than KD-
fitted. However, I can have KD fittings, if required and I have 
full control over their location and orientation. 

‘I can make all fittings on shelves up to a certain height face 
down and the ones above it face up, so when the customer 
looks at it, they don’t see where the fixing joints are,’ explains 
James.

Cabinet Vision’s powerful communication tool with the CNC 
nesting machine, S2M (Screen-To-Machine), sends the NC 
code to the Ergon, which includes all the cutting and drilling 
instructions for the machine.   

Alphacam comes into play with the handle-less units, 
notching out the areas on the side of the panels for the profile 
to fit into, by sending machining code to the Homag Weeke 
CNC. 

Paul Kettleborough explains that operation can’t be performed 
on the Ergon. 

‘As it’s notched out, we wouldn’t be able to put the panel 
through the linear movement on an edge-bander…it just 
wouldn’t accept it. So we put it through as a rectangular piece, 

which is edge-banded on one edge and, as it’s neatly notched 
out for the profile on the Homag machine, the edge-band stays 
intact. Alphacam is also used to produce any curved, complex 
shaped and hardwood doors. All these programs are carried 
out solely with it,’ explains Paul.

Alphacam also indirectly drives a Koch machine tool, by 
working in tandem with Cabinet Vision 

‘As the Cabinet Vision files go to 
Screen-To-Machine, it stores the 
programs in Alphacam, along with the 
position of the holes that need to be 
drilled horizontally.  

‘All holes, both on the main faces of 
the panels and the edges, are designed 
and placed there by Cabinet Vision.. 
I pull up the nested program in 
Alphacam and those on the face are 
drilled by the Ergon. 

‘However, I can also get the same file 
in a different format, which gives the 
hole sequence for that individual panel 
and the horizontal holes are drilled on 
the Koch machine,’ says Paul.

In conclusion James Graves says that 
another advantage of using Cabinet 
Vision is that it means that the company 
can give an accurate price for the job. 

‘All materials and their price are in 
the system, so I can see at a glance how 
much each unit costs and the price for 

the whole kitchen, right down to the screws. We can come in with 
a bottom-line figure to stay competitive. It’s a bespoke kitchen, but 
not a bespoke price,’ says James.

FULL KITCHEN PLANS COMPLETED IN 
CABINET VISION IN JUST 20 MINUTES

For further information tel Alphacam/Cabinet Vision 
 on 01189  756084. 
Visit www.alphacam.com or  www.cabinetvision.com
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DUST MANAGEMENT
DUST management is vital and should be 
carefully factored into every task undertaken 
by woodworking professionals to ensure that 
those on-site remain as safe as possible. Here, 
technical manager at Makita, Tony Coleman 
explains more about the dangers of wood 
dust and how to protect workers. 

According to statistics from the Health and 
Safety Executive, each year around 12,000 people 
die as a result of exposure to harmful dust at work. 
For trades such as woodworking, where dust 
exposure can be particularly high, it is vital that 
precautions are taken to reduce the risk to workers. 
An introduction to wood dust

Wood dust - which can be produced from a 
number of tasks. including sanding, sawing and 
routing - is a substance that requires employers 
to put controls in place in the work place. This is 
because the inhalation of wood dust can result in 
non-reversable health issues, such as skin disorders, 
asthma and even some types of cancer. 

Construction workers need to be particularly 
careful when it comes to fine dust, which can be 
breathed further into the lungs and therefore cause 
a significant risk to health. Professionals should 
also watch out for wood containing bacteria, fungal 
and moss spores which, again, are a major risk. 

Due to the associated dangers, wood dust is 
listed under the Control of Substances Hazardous 
to Health Regulations (COSHH), which outline the 
legal requirements for protecting workers against 
substances, such as wood dust. These include 
carrying out sufficient risk assessments and taking 
the necessary steps to prevent and control employee exposure to wood 
dust. 
Removing harmful dust at the source

The HSE suggests that, for the best results, wood dust should be 
removed at the source –for power tools, this is incredibly easy. For 
example, Makita manufactures dust extractors that can be integrated 
with Makita tools, to ensure that dust is removed before it can 
circulate, preventing operators from breathing it in.

When using a dust extractor, it is important to make sure that 
it is suitable for the type of dust being collected. For wood dust, 
an M-Class extractor should be used to meet the minimum legal 
requirement. M-Class extractors are designed to remove 99.9 per cent 
of dust with limit value for occupational exposure > 0.1 mg/m3. 
Dust extractors and what to look for

With so many M-Class dust extractors available on the market, it 
can be difficult to decide which model to go for. Firstly, it is important 
to think about the dust extractor’s capacity. For use in joinery shops 

and workshops, dust extractors, such as 
the VC3211M 32-litre extractor and VC4210MX/1 42-litre extractor 
are ideal. Larger capacity extractors will enable operators to continue 
working for longer, without having to stop to empty the dust collected. 

However, for those working across numerous sites a 22-litre 
extractor, such as the VC2201MX1 and VC2211MX1 might be more 
practical. The more compact design of these extractors will make it far 
easier to carry and transport the extractor – and smaller machines can 
be more easily manoeuvred around site (especially when working in 
tight spaces). 

Makita’s M-Class machines also include an audible warning 
system, to inform operators of any blockages in the filter, or when the 
tank is full. This makes sure that the extractor continues to perform 
at its optimum and operators can continue to use the extractor safely, 
both for themselves and for other workers within the site. 

For even better performance, Makita’s VC4210MX/1 includes 
an automatic on/off function, which ensures that the extractor 

automatically turns on when the power tool is in use (and 
subsequently turns off when the tool is no longer on). A number of 
Makita dust extractors also include an automatic filter cleaning system, 
ensuring that the extractor continues to work at its optimum. 

Makita’s range of M-Class dust extractors can be used across a 
range of Makita tools to ensure that dust is collected quickly and at the 
source. 

It is vital that employers and employees alike take action when it 
comes to dust production and work to incorporate dust management 
solutions into every task undertaken to improve the health and well-
being of those on site. Work smart – use a dust extractor to collect 
hazardous dust, not your lungs! 

For further information tel Makita on 01908 211678.
Visit www.makitauk.com 

SHReDDeR AnD BRIQUeTTe PReSS RAnGeS PROVInG POPULAR
WOOD Waste Control is one of Europe’s leading dust 
extraction systems specialists. The company’s recently-
launched range of shredders and briquettors is proving 
popular with a wide range of customers.

‘The ranges are proving very popular with customers. 
The shredders are designed to shred all kinds of waste 
material, including hard and softwoods, chipboard, OSB 
and plywood panels, as well as construction timbers,’ 
says managing director, Reg Gareppo.

The shredder can also be configured to deal with other 
materials such as papers, cardboards, metals and rubber.

As standard the WWC shredders include fast 
hydraulics, profile rotor, a second row of knives, control 
cabinet with Siemens plc, automatic star/Delta switch, 
automatic stop when the hopper is empty, removable 
exhausting channel and performance-enhancing pacing 
of hydraulic sliders.

A wide range of models is available, ranging from 
0.4m3 hopper capacity with 15kW motor, through to a 
model with 2.5m3 hopper capacity and 30-75kW motor.

The sturdy steel construction of the WWC grinders 
guarantees constant quality in continuous operation.

WWC shredders are fitted with a slowly rotating profile 
solid steel rotor (260mm or 360mm diameter), which is 
mounted on the sturdy machine base.

‘The shredder knives are available in various designs 
for all kinds of material. 

They feature low wear and can be rotated several times 

before they have to be replaced,’ adds Reg.
The company’s new range of briquetting presses offers 

a choice of throughput from 30 to 350kg/h. All models 
feature energy-efficient operation, a coolable sleeve, low 
wear and tear costs and an endless briquette line.

Wood Waste Control is one of the UK’s leading dust 
extraction and heating equipment specialists for the 
woodworking industry. Its modular silo and chain 
filters meet a wide range of extraction requirements 
and from simple stand-alone bagging units through 
to complex integrated systems, the company provides 
a comprehensive service. The products include the 
Whisper range of silenced fans and fine dust filter units.

Wood Waste Control’s manual and automatic warm 
air models are capable of burning a wide range of wood 
fuels automatically, as well as accepting hand-loaded 
offcuts.  

The company is based in Bourne End near High 
Wycombe and has hundreds of successful installations 
across the UK, in Europe, Russia and Africa.  

As one of the country’s leading dust extraction 
specialists all Wood Waste Control equipment is built 
to meet COSHH legislation requirements and can stand 
alone or be used in conjunction with total-extraction 
return air heating systems.

For further information tel Wood Waste Control on 
01628 525290. Visit www.woodwastecontrol.co.uk
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SOFTWARE firm, Ideagen has released the latest version 
of its “modern, slick and visually-rich” version of Q-Pulse 
software to celebrate its 25th anniversary 

 The latest iteration of Ideagen’s quality, safety, risk & 
compliance management software is used by manufacturing 
and services firms, such as Bombardier, Coca Cola, Kingspan 
and Aggreko

Ideagen, the governance, risk and compliance GRC software 
provider, has launched a new and improved version of its 
Q-Pulse application to coincide with the 25th anniversary of 
the software.

Ideagen is headquartered in Nottingham, England, UK, which 
is a Centre of Excellence site.

The company has three other Centre of Excellence sites – one 
in Glasgow, one in North Carolina, US and a third in Kuala 
Lumpur.

The company also has global, strategic operational premises 
including (in the UK: Bromsgrove, Chesterfield, Leeds and 
Taunton), Cork in Ireland, as well as in Dubai, Kansas USA) 
and Sofia in Bulgaria)

The UK-based firm unveiled Q-Pulse version last month, 
thus marking the latest evolution of the quality, safety, risk and 
compliance management software.

Q-Pulse is used across the manufacturing and services 
industry to maintain operational integrity in line with 
standards, such as ISO 9001:2015. 

The software helps remove labour and bureaucracy from 
quality and compliance management, providing control, 
efficiency and transparency.

As well as maintaining the software’s existing functionality, 
the browser-based Q-Pulse 7 comes with powerful dashboards 
for increased business intelligence and an intuitive user 
experience.

Ideagen’s chief technology officer, Ian Hepworth 
joined the company in May, 2018, to drive the 
development of Q-Pulse 7.

‘For any software product to remain at the top 
of the market for 25 years is an extraordinary 
achievement. To have one of our own reach 
that milestone is very special indeed and we are 
incredibly proud of the software and this latest 
iteration,’ says Ian.

‘With Q-Pulse 7, we believe that we have produced 
a modern, slick and visually rich software product 
that has really taken the application to the next level. 

‘We have focused on bringing data from all across 
the business to life through visually appealing and 
quickly consumable dashboards to ensure that users 
can access information that is important to them 
quickly and easily.

‘In addition, thanks to its web-based interface, 
the system can be accessed anytime, anywhere – 
significantly extending its overall reach,’ adds Ian.

‘Q-Pulse 7 marks an exciting next step in the future 
of the product and in Ideagen itself. We believe that 
this release provides a solid 
foundation for the software 
to continue to lead the way in 
the manufacturing industry 
for at least another quarter of 
a century,’ proclaims Ian.

Originally launched in 
1994, Q-Pulse first came 
into prominence as a quality 

management solution, helping organisations make the first 
moves to paper-free control of processes related to document, 
audit and corrective action management.

Since then, each version has expanded its capability to 
help Q-Pulse become a trusted solution across the global 
manufacturing industry.

‘Q-Pulse helps organisations build a repository of business 
critical information that they can 
use to improve other processes,’ 
says Ideagen’s product manager for 
Q-Pulse, George Hall. 

‘With Q-Pulse 7, all of this 
information can be surfaced 
immediately to improve the 
understanding of business 
performance like never before. It 
really goes beyond simple analysis 
and opens up the entire database 
for scrutiny,’ adds Mr Hall.

‘Since 1994, Q-Pulse has evolved 
from an innovative quality 
management solution to become 
a leading application within 
manufacturing for quality, safety, 
risk and compliance management,’ 
says Ideagen chief executive officer, 
Ben Dorks.

‘The success of the software 
during that time is testament to the 
talent, knowledge and foresight of 
our team within Ideagen and our 
customer base, who have helped 
to shape Q-Pulse into the product 
that we see today,’ he adds.

‘The release of Q-Pulse 7 is a significant one that has been 
eagerly awaited by our clients across the globe and we are 
delighted to finally be able to shout about it. 

‘We believe that Q-Pulse 7 will play a huge part in cementing 
our position as the leading provider of quality, safety, risk and 
compliance software to the manufacturing industry globally,’ 
concludes Mr Dorks.

IDEAGEN - CELEBRATING 25 YEARS WITH 
THE RELEASE OF Q-PULSE SOFTWARE

Ideagen chief executive officer, Ben Dorks. Ideagen’s product manager for Q-Pulse, George Hall.

Q-Pulse 7 CAPA dashboard.

Q-Pulse documents dashboard.

For further information tel Ideagen on 01629 699100 
Visit www.ideagen.com/products/q-pulse

Ideagen’s chief technology officer,  
Ian Hepworth.
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BIESSE LAUNCHES ENTRY-
LEVEL EDGE-BANDING RANGE

For further information tel Biesse on
 01327 300366. Visit www.biesse.com

IN AN age when having the upmost quality of 
products is no longer considered supplementary, 
but essential, production technology must offer 
consistent quality without compromises, whatever 
the level of the range. 

This is the underlying value behind the Akron 1100 
range of compact single-sided edge-banders from 
Biesse, which are ideal for small-scale producers who 
want to modernise production. 

Within its price range, the Akron 1100 is claimed to 
be the only technology on the market offering high-
level components, such as the Rotax motors made by 
HSD.

There are three machine configurations offering 
choices on trimming, corner rounding and pre-
milling. Control is via a 7in touchscreen. It is claimed 
to b the only one on the market at its price point and 
offers an icon driven, highly intuitive interface. It also 
provides feed-back in the form of valuable machine 
information, reports and statistics relating to the daily 

work being carried out, highlighting productivity 
levels and any setting issues. 

‘This entry-level range stands out in the market 
for its high specification, quality and performance. 
The Akron 1100 has the capability of applying edge 
material from 0.4mm to 5mm solid wood lippings, 
with a 10m/min track speed. In addition, changeovers 
from thick to thin edges,  together with machine set-
up is very quick and simple,’ says Biesse brand sales 
manager, Malcolm Storey.

‘The Akron 1100 range is the ideal machine for 
a first-time user, providing a quality edge finish. 
We also offer a “walk in” in demonstration service 
whereby customers can visit us at any time and see 
how easy the machine is to set up and operate,’ adds 
Mr Storey.
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Martin’s T45 planer/thicknesser is impressively silent in operation.

KAIZEN furniture specialises in the design and manufacture 
of the finest luxury interiors for prime London residences 
with the emphasis on bespoke furniture, cabinetry and 
joinery solutions.

Kaizen designs, engineers and produces bespoke furniture 
exclusively made for individual clients. No matter how big or 
small the project in question, Kaizen can created everything 
from single pieces of furniture to entire kitchens (as well as 

bedrooms, bathrooms and dressing rooms) or furniture for 
commercial spaces.

Kaizen works in a wide variety of different materials, 
including timber, acrylic and glass, metal and stone.

The company’s well-trained team of experts will take care 
of the entire process for the client – from developing a design 
through to production and ultimate installation. 

By managing a project from start to finish and down to every 
final details, Kaizen 
can ensure that 
everything comes 
together seamlessly 
on time and on 
budget.

At Kaizen the 
aim is to create 
the highest quality 
furniture to meet 
the precise demands 
of its clients. This 
is why Kaizen 
designers and 
craftsmen work 
closely with clients 
from the very 
beginning of each 
project.

Kaizen is a Japanese 
philosophy devoted 
to continuous 
improvement and 
attention to detail in 
manufacture. 

The company was 
named thus because 
it is committed to 
setting and achieving 
the highest possible 
standards with a 

strong belief in making high quality furniture that it tailored 
exactly to each individual client’s demands. 

That is why every piece of Kaizen furniture is hand made in 
the UK and combines craftsmanship with forward thinking 
design.

Kaizen is based in London and Essex, where the company’s 
well-managed workshops are located. One feature of the well-
equipped workshops is the operation of German woodworking 
machinery supplied by the well-renowned manufacturer 
Martin. 

Two models from the Martin range which feature in the 
workshops in Ongar in Essex are the Martin  T45 planer/
thicknesser and the Martin T54 surface planer.*

The T45 planer/thicknesser which features in Kaizen’s 
workshop helps to ensure that smooth results are achieved 
every time.

It provides the company with perfect planning results and it is 
impressively silent in operation. 

Ideally suited for modern production methods, it supplies 
cleanly planed wooden surfaces. 

It is quick and easy to operate and for those companies which 
are on a limited budget, it offers excellent value for money.

Irrespective of whether short of long workpieces are being 
planed, the sturdy thicknessing table extension can dispense 
with the need for a second person located behind the machine.

Short workpieces do not fall on to the floor and longer ones 
are supported at the out-feed side. 

The table extension always moves synchronously with the 
thicknessing table and this accessory can be retro-fitted without 
any problems.

It is possible to choose between the long 1,200mm version, 
or the short, foldable 450mm version. The latter can also be 
mounted on the infeed side.

The workpiece transportation of problematical materials and 
short workpieces can be improved by means of a second rubber 
outfeed roller – especially if no lubricant can be used. The 
second outfeed roller is also available as a steel roller.
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The operator can switch between the standard feed speeds of 
6m/min and 12m/min during the planing operation. 

Another distinct advantage is that the feed speed can be 
adjusted by means of the optional, infinitely variable feed 
control. This option allows variable feed speeds between 2m/min 
and 25m/min – depending on the individual design.

The Martin T54 surface planer
was initially developed primarily to accomplish two separate 

tasks – firstly to dress workpieces perfectly and, secondly, to 
provide these workpieces with superlative angular edges quickly 
and safely.

As the production staff at Kaizen know only too well, you only 
arrive at the prefect end result with perfect preparation

Martin’s T54 surface planer features an easy-running guided 
surfacing fence with an integrated auxiliary fence, which enables 
quick and precise operation.

The ball-bearing guided jointing fence runs smoothly and 
without tilting on tempered raceways. In years to come, it will 
work as precisely as it does on the very first day following its 
acquisition.

Chamfers can be planed in no time at all, owing to the fact 
that any angle between 90 deg and 45 deg can be set quickly by 
means of the user-friendly single-handed operation.

Kaizen has come to depend on its Martin machinery in much 
the same way as it depends on the skills of the dedicated team of 
production staff in its workshop. It’s a winning combination.

*Supplied by Martin’s UK agent, Scott & Sargeant 
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For further information tel Martin on 00 49 8332 9110   
Visit www.martin.info or www.kaizenfurniture.com

Martin’s T54 surface planer features an easy-running guided surfacing fence with an 
integrated auxiliary fence, which enables quick and precise operation.
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