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THE “TTF Brexit Guide: preparing for 
January 1 2021” aims to support the UK 
timber supply chain to prepare for new 
processes and challenges.

‘Regardless of whether a deal is signed 
with our European neighbours, the 
UK will see a fundamental shift in the 
relationship with our biggest trading 
partner. 

‘When, in a very short space of time, 
the UK exits the EU single market and 
customs union, it is essential that every 
business in the UK timber supply chain 
is prepared,’ says chief executive of the 
UK Timber Trade Federation, David 
Hopkins (pictured right).

The Timber Trade Federation (TTF) 
has updated and republished advice to 
help firms prepare for the end of the 
transition period when the UK leaves the 
EU Customs Union on January 1 2021.

For the full story please turn to Page 3 
of this issue.

BE PREPARED
ESTABLISHED in April 1992, GreCon Ltd 
is located near to Newcastle upon Tyne and 
is a member of the Fagus-GreCon Group.  

With a wealth of experience as a global 
market leader, GreCon has demonstrated  
a strong understanding of customer needs  
providing solutions for a wide variety of 
industries, including wood manufacturing 
and panel processing.

GreCon’s fire prevention technology 
protects industrial premises, process and 
people, detecting and extinguishing ignition 
sources, making workplaces safer and 
enabling uninterrupted production.

GreCon’s measuring technology solutions 
help customers to improve product quality 
in their production processes, using proven 
German engineering to reduce material 
and energy costs, ultimately maximising 
operational efficiency.

‘We are a global market leader. Our parent 
company Fagus-GreCon brought to market 
the first industrial spark extinguishing 
system in 1973,’ says managing director, 
Jonathan Hamill.

‘Since that time, GreCon’s product portfolio 
has significantly evolved, with continuous 
investment in research and development,’ he 
adds.

‘Today customers all over the world rely on 
GreCon to add vital protection and to help 
them optimise their manufacturing process,’ 
says Mr Hamill.

With a track record spanning 28 years, 
GreCon has been successfully providing 
engineered fire prevention and industrial 
measuring solutions to businesses across the 
UK & Ireland. 

‘We offer turnkey solutions and a 
comprehensive in-house service, delivered by 

a UK based network of engineers,’ concludes 
Mr Hamill.

There have been some noteworthy 
developments for the company in 2020:
 Satellite

Investment in the support solution; 
Satellite, permits secure remote connection 
to customer systems to provide a faster 
response and diagnostic service.  

Satellite is an important consideration for 
customers during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with lockdown creating additional challenges 
for travel and site access. It is a standard 
feature on new systems, as well as being a 
retro-fit option for existing systems.
DLD 1/9 spark detector

GreCon launched the DLD 1/9 spark 
detector, which provides optimal detection 
performance for all ignition sources in any 
environment, thanks to intelligent detection 
technology - IDT®. 

It is a highly sensitive detector, which offers 
several key benefits. It distinguishes between 
dangerous sparks and harmless ambient 
light, for example due to porous or damaged 
pipes, or the opening of an inspection hatch.  

Intelligent detection technology prevents 
false alarms. Hot particle detection in 
processes with temperatures up to 150  deg 
C is possible and sensitivity is adjustable for 
the perfect fit to the individual threat. 

With the DLD 1/9, GreCon continues its 
pioneering role in industrial fire prevention.

HELPING FIRE
PREVENTION

For further information tel GreCon on  
0191 414 7200. Visit www.grecon.co.uk

With the DLD 1/9, GreCon continues its pioneering role in industrial fire prevention.
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STUDENTS on Saint Paul College’s professional cabinet-
making program manufacture products for non-profit 
organisations, while learning their craft. 

Evolving technologies make it challenging to train the next 
generation of manufacturers, but Saint Paul College embraces 
cutting-edge practices to ensure that its graduates are prepared 
for working life. 

‘Our program is strictly a cabinet-making program and we 
expose our students to the practices of both traditional and 
modern cabinet-making,’ says instructor, Tom Hillstead of 
Saint Paul College, based in Minnesota, USA. 

Mr Hillstead, a graduate of the college’s cabinet-making 
program, worked in the manufacturing industry until he was 
hired as an instructor at his alma mater in 2002.

As someone for whom a four-year college education centered 
solely on academics was not a good fit, he is well equipped to 
understand the desires and talents unique to his students.

 ‘I’m your typical technical college instructor: I went through 
the program, became involved in the industry and along the 
way I moved into teaching,’ says Tom. 

‘I liked the idea of working with my hands and being a part 
of the production process,’ adds Tom, who became a lead 
instructor at the college in 2005. 

‘I look at myself not as their instructor, but as their on-the-
job mentor,’ he adds.

Twenty-nine is the average age of students enrolled in the 
program, which is popular among those who have been in the 
workforce and want to make a career change. 

The program takes one year to complete and while graduates 
of the program have the option to earn an associate’s degree 
by completing the required additional academic course load, 
most earn a cabinet-making diploma and set out for the 
workforce. 

‘We have people who come into the program who have a little 
woodworking experience and some who have never touched a 
tool in their lives,’ explains Tom.

‘We see many students who already have families and work 
experience; who have a four-year degree, but want to do 
something more creative,’ says Tom.

In 2009, the college adopted the Alphacam CAM system 
and the Cabinet Vision design-to-manufacturing solution as 
teaching tools to prepare students for CNC manufacturing.

 ‘When I was introduced to it, I liked the idea of running 
parts through machines. I realised even then that you either 
jump on board, or fall behind, explains Tom, who was working 
in the industry in the 1990s, when the use of CAM software 
and CNC machinery became increasingly prevalent.

‘The technology is definitely not 
eliminating jobs, but it is re-defining them 
and creating them,’ says Tom.

Cabinet-making students at Saint Paul 
College are provided with an educational 
experience as close as possible to a real-life 
manufacturing environment. Class sizes 
are limited to a maximum of 24 students, 
which ensures a high level of individual 
attention.

‘What we do in the program are larger 
production-based projects for non-profit-
making organisations, such as Homeward 
Bound,’ Tom explains. 

‘We partner with other programs and 
every year we do a kitchen remodel for one 
of their homes. My students get to use the 
software and machinery in a production 
environment,’ says Tom.

When they begin their projects, students 
visit installation sites, where they take 
measurements and assess potential 
challenges.

‘As far as I am concerned, that’s a better 
way to learn how to do real-world projects 
and, at the same time, we’re teaching them 
to give something back. 

‘We’re also teaching the kind of skills 
that will make them more successful in 
the workforce, such as arriving at work on 
time, setting goals and being able to meet 
deadlines,’ says Tom.

Field measurement, project design 
and planning, cut-lists and material 
management are all part of the real-
world learning process. Students receive 
instruction on traditional construction 
methods before they move on to CNC 
production. 

‘We’ll use Cabinet Vision to generate 

cut-lists, then pull off the door and drawer box cut-lists and 
have them fabricate those with traditional equipment,’ explains 
Tom.

Once the students have a firm grasp on traditional 
construction methods, they begin using Cabinet Vision for 
project design.

 ‘We spend a great deal of time learning how to do 
the layout and they go into Cabinet Vision to do a 
lot of editing. As we go through, we learn how to 
nest parts and send the code to the machine. 

‘Once they’re hired, they should be able to sit 
behind a computer pretty quickly and be able to do 
it on their own,’ says Tom.

The college utilises Alphacam to cut complex 
shapes, such as side engravings on doors, or one-of-
a-kind parts for reception desks. 

‘We use Alphacam more for individual and often 
odd parts and we spend a good deal of time with 
that,’ continues Tom.

Students take pride in completed projects, which 
enables them to experience the satisfaction of a job 
well done.

‘For me, the best days of the year are when we 
finish up and install, when we’re at the job site and 
the students are out there taking pictures.

Tom Hillstead notes that jobs for graduates are 
plentiful, which provides them with the opportunity 
to pick and choose among preferred specialities, 
such as commercial, or residential woodwork, as 
well as whether they’d like to work for ‘mom-and-
pop’ shops, manufacturers on a national scale and 
everything in between.

‘The opportunities out there for students are just 
fantastic,’ he says. 

‘People know that there are shortages in terms of 
skilled labour, but don’t really understand what these 
jobs are. Many of these are hi-tech positions. You 
have to be pretty good with computers and you have 
to have the necessary mathematical skills,’ adds Tom.

Graduates of Saint Paul College are frequently hired 
by shops in Minnesota and Wisconsin, which means 
that the school is a boon to the local economy. 

‘With many trade jobs, there was a time when 
you could just hire someone off the street and they 
could do the job. Nowadays employers are going 
to technical colleges, because they want people 
interested in the trade and who have the required 

skills,’ explains Tom Hillstead on behalf of the college.
‘Unfortunately, we don’t have enough students to cover all of 

the jobs that are out there. Our students have probably never 
had the level of choices that they possess right now,’ concludes 
Tom.

ALPHACAM AND CABINET VISION HELPING TO 
PREPARE GRADUATES TO JOIN WORKFORCE

For further information tel Alphacam and Cabinet Vision on 01189 
756084. Visit www.alphacam.com or www.cabinetvision.com



INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING 3december 2020

To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INdUSTrIAL WOOdWOrKING ANd PANeL PrOceSSING

THE Timber Trade Federation (TTF) 
has updated and republished advice 
to help firms prepare for the end of 
the transition period when the UK 
leaves the EU Customs Union on 
January 1 2021.

The “TTF Brexit Guide: preparing for 
1 January 2021” aims to support the 
UK timber supply chain to prepare for new processes and 
challenges, including:
• The introduction of Custom Checks on goods coming from 
EU countries.
• The UK Global Tariff replacing the EU Common External 
Tariff.
• The need for most timber firms to complete Due Diligence.
• The introduction of UK Conformity Assessed (UK CA) 
marking.

These are significant changes, as the EU is the primary 
source of timber imports into the UK and the introduction of 
new requirements, such as Custom Checks will mean greater 
administrative burden for firms when importing from the EU.

While most timber products will remain duty free under 
the UK Global Tariff, firms should still check and familiarise 
themselves with the Commodity Codes relevant to their 
products.

UK importers of EU timber will also be considered 
“Operators” and will be obliged to exercise due diligence to 
ensure negligible risk of illegally harvested timber entering 
their supply chain. 

The UK TTF recently launched a free Due Diligence Toolkit 
to support firms to meet their obligations.

UK CA marking commences from January 1 2021 and while 
manufacturers can continue to supply CE marked goods to the 
UK during 2021, where they are using an EU Notified Body, 
they must prepare for the UK CA mark to become the sole 
UK requirement from January 2022.

European harmonised standards and UK designated 

standards will be identical to begin with. 
However, firms should also plan for a future 
where these may diverge over time.

‘Regardless of whether a deal is signed, 
the UK will see a fundamental shift in the 
relationship with our biggest trading partner. 
When, in a very short space of time, the 
UK exits the EU single market and customs 

union, it is essential every business in the UK timber supply 
chain is prepared,’ says chief executive of the UK Timber Trade 
Federation, David Hopkins.

‘Using this guidance, which is tailored to meet the needs of 
the timber supply chain, firms will be able to build a working 
knowledge of these changes, as well as be directed to where 
they can find detailed information,’ adds David.

‘Make sure you take the time to analyse how the end of the 
transition period may affect your business, use the TTF tools 
to get yourself on the right path and clearly communicate any 
potential issues with both your customers and your suppliers 
to minimise disruptions,’ he advises.

The guidance is focused on providing information on 
contract documents, logistics, Customs entry, finance, 
CE marking, plant health, EUTR vs UKTR, duty rates, 
commodity codes, trade preferences, and linking to where 
companies can find more.

Firms will have a chance to go through the guidance in more 
detail in an online event on Tuesday November 24, “Brexit and 
the Timber Supply Chain”, which will focus on the regulatory, 
operational and market impact of Brexit. 

View the draft programme online and register your interest 
now!

Suppliers to the UK from the EU are invited to attend an 
online event on Wednesday 25 November, “Supplying the UK 
Timber Industry”, which will be tailored to suit their needs.

TTF ISSUES NEW BREXIT GUIDE TO HELP 
COMPANIES PREPARE FOR JANUARY 1 2021

For further information  
visit www.ttf.co.uk/brexit-and-the-timber-industry.
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DOVETAILORS began in 2005 as a small 
bespoke designer and manufacturer with 
a passion for turning customers’ ideas into 
stunning design. 

Through that same commitment and 
passion, the Leeds-based company has grown 
into one of the North of England’s foremost 
furniture design houses.

In 2014 the business moved to the historic 
Sunny Bank Mills in Farsley and in 2019 
moved to larger premises in Pudsey, 
where the master craftsmen now carry out 
commercial wood furniture manufacturing, 
ecclesiastical furniture design and private 
commissions, which include bespoke 
kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms and exclusive 
furniture pieces, as well as the ready to 
buy range. Dovetailors also manufactures 
components for other companies.

Dovetailors has invested in a matrix table 
and Woodwelder from Lamont.

‘At the time, we were producing a lot of chair 
frames for other companies. We were using 
hand clamping, which was taking a long time, 
was heavy and hard work, so I investigated 
the idea of speeding it up with the matrix 
table and the Woodwelder,’ says David Wilson 
speaking on behalf of the company. 

‘The Woodwelder allowed us to glue up 
really thick chunks of oak quickly but, 
perhaps more importantly, over time we are 
now starting to make very complicated CNC 
gluing jigs. 

‘We can now very precisely clamp 
components, so we can glue up some strange 
shapes that would otherwise be difficult to do. 
Thanks to the Woodwelder, we can do this.

‘Before we acquired the matrix table and 
Woodwelder, we were using polyurethane 
glue, which was quick, but messy,’ says David.

‘Polyurethane glue foams up and requires 
cleaning up afterwards. PVA is difficult 
because it takes longer, but is a better glue. 

‘With the Woodwelder I can use PVA and 
can glue something up in five seconds, which 
is a great time saver,’ adds David.

‘We were introduced to Alan Lamont by 
JMJ Woodworking in Hull. Alan talked to us 
about pneumatic clamps -  a solution which I 
had not previously considered.

‘The fact that Lamont is based in the 
North, relatively near us, was good. I went 
up to Scotland to see the matrix table and 
Woodwelder in operation. I took some oak up 
with me to see how it worked: I was pleased 
with the result and went for it.

‘We are actually doing less of what I 
originally bought it for, but are doing more 
specialist glue-ups in shapes that can be 
difficult, for example letterbox shapes. 

‘The matrix table holds the workpiece in 
the right place and then the Woodwelder gets 
to work. Hand in hand with our CNC, it is a 
really powerful gluing up solution,’ enthuses 
David.

When asked what advantages the matrix 
table and Woodwelder had brought him, 
David replied: 

‘Speed: it is always speed. We invest in 
things when we can do the maths and see it 
will save us a certain amount of time and in 
such-and-such time we will get our money 
back. It is also hard work using hand sash 
clamps!’

When asked if he would recommend the 
matrix table and Woodwelder, David said: 
‘Yes, definitely. They are great.

‘It has been absolutely great working with 
Alan. He answered all our questions, was very 
informative and he knows his product. 

‘He is also good at telling you what it can’t 
do and had some question marks about the 
thickness of the oak that we needed to glue, 
in particular whether the Woodwelder would 
penetrate far enough for it to work, but we got 
round that, as we weld on both sides,’ explains 
David.

Talking about doing business during a 
pandemic, David commented: 

‘We are okay: bizarrely we are very busy. 
Things have changed. As we produce more 
and more specialist components for other 
companies, we are still doing quite a bit 
of ecclesiastical work for churches and 
cathedrals, as well as commercial furniture,’ 
says David.

INVESTING IN A 
MATRIX TABLE AND 

WOOODWELDER 
FROM ALAN LAMONT

For further information tel Alan Lamont 
on 07785 268992.  
Visit www.clampingmachines.co.uk

MAKITA’S NEW TWIN 18V 
BRUSHLESS DISC CUTTER 

PACKS A POWERFUL PUNCH
SUITABLE for dry and wet cutting, the twin 18V DCE090 brushless disc cutter is Makita’s 
latest addition to its world renowned LXT range. 

Powerful, compact and packed with safety features, this new construction tool is ideal for 
heavy-duty applications.

The new cordless disc cutter features a powerful 36V brushless motor with a no-load speed of 
6,600rpm and maximum cutting capacity of 88mm. It is powered by two 18V LXT lithium-ion 
batteries. 

It has been designed with safety in mind and includes Makita’s Active Feed-back Sensing 
Technology (AFT), which shuts down the current to the motor, if the rotation speed suddenly 
slows down, as well as an electric brake, a soft start feature that gradually increases speed to 
eliminate start-up shock and a lock-off button to prevent accidental start-up. 

In addition, the tool will alert the user to any risk of motor burnout caused by overloading, 
with its in-built overload indicator lamp. If the user continues, the electronic current limiter 
will cut off the power to protect both the batteries and the tool from damage. 

With a fully loaded weight of just 6.3kg, the disc cutter is easy to manoeuvre and includes a 
rubberised ergonomic, soft grip for further user comfort. 

For wet cutting applications, it can be connected to a water supply kit for effective dust 
suppression, whilst the plastic 
battery cover (included) protects 
the batteries from water contact. 

‘The Twin 18V DCE090 joins 
the line-up of over 250 cordless 
products within our LXT range, 
offering users wider flexibility 
on site and the ability to switch 
between jobs easily,’ says marketing 
manager at Makita UK, Kevin 
Brannigan.

‘The tool has been engineered 
with user safety and productivity 
in mind, as well as incorporating 
features that optimise battery and 
tool performance, so that users 
benefit from an extended life cycle,’ 
adds Mr Brannigan.

For further information tel 
Makita on 01908 211678. 
Visit www.makitauk.com.



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING6 december 2020

‘IF you’ve got both Cabinet Vision and Alphacam, there’s 
absolutely nothing you can’t make,’ says director of Cumbria 
Kitchen and Bedroom Furniture, Mick Cotter.

 Offering a high-end bespoke service and products, the company 
deals mainly with end-user customers within a few miles of its 
native Carlisle.

Having been established in 1972, two generations of the family 
now run the business and Mick Cotter’s grandchildren are also 
starting to express an interest in the company.

Having recently celebrated its tenth anniversary of using Cabinet 
Vision, Mick says that the business couldn’t offer “anything like” 
the service it does, if it didn’t have the software. 

‘It enables us to adapt and change every unit in a matter of 
seconds, to create something bespoke that we’ve never made 

before,’ says the company’s director, Mick Cotter
For example, Mick says that he can readily design a unit that 

will go around a vent, or a kitchen boiler with a considerable 
amount of associated pipework.

‘Before we had Cabinet Vision that would take one person a 
couple of days to mark everything out and drill the holes,’ he 
adds.

‘Now I can design that same unit in Cabinet Vision literally in 
two minutes,’ says Mick.    

With thousands of components required for a large kitchen, 
Mick describes Cabinet Vision’s nesting feature as “all-important 
in taking away the thought process in the factory”, as the machine 
simply produces every part on the sheet, accurately drilling every 

hole and routing every groove, 
meaning that it is almost a 
finished unit coming off the 
CNC.

‘The only time we need to 
change the orientation of an 
individual part on the nest is 
when we’re using a real wood 
veneer and the component 
we’re making is longer than the 
sheet. We may need to change 
the orientation to match the two 
boards,’ says Mick.

Currently the company 
performs that task using 
Alphacam, which came already 
installed on its pre-owned 
original CNC machine 13 years 
ago.

 ‘At the time that was our first 
experience of CAD/CAM, and 
although we knew about Cabinet 
Vision, I wanted to take it one 
step at a time. However, if I was 
making that decision today 
and knowing what I know now, 
we’d invest in Cabinet Vision 
immediately.

 ‘It’s completely changed the 
way we operate. We’d have 
struggled to keep the company 
afloat during the global financial 
crisis that began in 2008, if we’d 
still been using the old, time-
consuming processes,’ says Mick.  

The company manufactures 
everything, including  carcases, 
doors, drawer boxes and 
worktops, apart from granite. 

Being at the high-end of the 
market, the company specialises 
in moisture-resistant MDF with 
either a laminate surface on to a 
carcase – and all exposed décor 
would be painted, or sprayed 
MDF – or matching wood 
veneer on MDF.  

Everything is bespoke – they 
don’t have a catalogue of any 
sort. 

‘We can literally make units of 
all shapes, heights, widths and 
depths… and any colour,’ says 
Mick. 

All the carcases, drawer 
boxes and solid surface Staron 
worktops are produced with 
either Cabinet Vision or 
Alpahcam mainly for one-
off solid wood products that 
don’t go through a nest and 
it machines the drawer boxes 
from cut-lists created in Cabinet 
Vison. 

Door cut-lists are also 
produced in Cabinet Vision, 
telling the operator what parts 
to cut, how many pieces and the 

length. Alphacam is also used for engraving.
‘All our kitchens and bedrooms have a door with the company 

name and logo engraved on it.
 ‘With kitchens it’s the sink door and a cupboard door in 

bedrooms, so Alphacam plays a part in every kitchen and 
bedroom we produce,’ says Mick.

However, it’s Cabinet Vision that he regards as being essential for 
the company’s specific casework requirements. 

‘It’s our lifeblood. Full stop’ Mick adds.
A small kitchen could comprise an average of up to 200 

components, taking around a dozen sheets of raw material. 
‘That’s just for the sheet material. In addition, there are parts for 

drawer boxes and the doors, all of which are also calculated on 
Cabinet Vision,’ says Mick.

‘Those figures would be doubled and even trebled for bigger 
kitchens and run into thousands for the largest ones we produce,’ 
says Mick. 

Which makes it all the more important is that Cabinet Vision 
designs can be completed so quickly. 

“Even our small kitchens have a number of specialised units, 
but from starting initial design work to having the job ready for 
the machine tool is often less than an hour. And even our largest 
kitchens with many specialised units only take up to half a day,’ 
says Mick. 

‘Once the design’s complete, I simply transfer it from my PC to 
our CNC Dynamics router using Cabinet Vision’s Screen2Machine 
functionality and we know that every cut component will be 100 
per cent accurate and assemble together with no issue,’ says Mick.

In conclusion, he says that Cabinet Vison is vital to the critical 
area of the company’s entire process.

‘After receiving an enquiry, we carry out a full measure and 
initial design. Once the customer approves the design and agrees 
the price, our surveyor goes on-site and finalises all unit sizes 
and identifies issues, such as pipe boxing and deeper recesses (for 
equipment, such as stop-taps).

‘Then everything is transferred into the full Cabinet Vision 
design and manufacturing process,’ concludes Mick. 

CABINET VISION REDUCING 
TIME TAKEN FOR PROCESSING 
Software “vital” for high-end kitchen firm to offer its bespoke service

For further information tel Cabinet Vision on 01189 
756084. Visit www.cabinetvision.com  

BEST OF THE YEAR 2020 REVIEW
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PALAMATIC is a leading supplier of vacuum tube lifting systems to the woodworking 
industry. With 35 years’ experience, thousands of its solutions are in use on a daily basis.

Now with recent changes in the construction industry, Palamatic’s range has been 
developed to offer solutions to keep up with the demand.

As a proven Health & Safety solution, a Palamatic vacuum tube lifter offers increased 
operator safety and performance, allowing efficient use of labour and reduced injuries and 
claims.

The company’s systems are robust and built to last and to endure the requirements of the 
woodworking industry. Applications regularly provided by Palamatic include loading and 
unloading for vertical panel saws, beam saws, dimension saws, flat-bed CNC stations, edge-
banders, laminators, paint lines and tilt tables.

The most common wood materials handled by Palamatic lifting systems include Trespa 
jumbo boards, Spandrel panels, MDF, MFC, chipboard, wood, plywood, Sterling board, 
plasterboard and polycarbonate – with weights up to 350kg being picked up.

Wood products handled include fire doors, panel doors, furniture, staircase, planks, 
timber sections, laminate surfaces and cabinets.

Palamatic is also often asked to rotate boards through 90 deg or 180 deg for loading saws 
and gripping boards, which its systems can handle with ease.

‘Our philosophy is to provide equipment fir for the purpose, so all applications are looked 
at by our engineers to design the correct solution,’ says Palamatic’s customer relations and 
marketing manager, Matt Bennison.

‘The gantry that the lifting systems are suspended on are critical to offering an ergonomic 
solution that works for the operator. We can provide H-style gantry systems to cover large 
areas, but our smaller swing jibs and low head room centre posts can fir into areas where 
space is an issue and work perfectly well,’ adds Mr Bennison.

‘With our 22,000ft2 factory based in Chesterfield in Derbyshire, we are well placed to visit 
customer sites and for our customers to send us samples to test prior to us manufacturing 
their vacuum tube lifter. We have a skilled field engineering team to install the system and 
come in to train individual operators,’ says Mr Bennison.

‘We recommend our service contracts with each system, as we find that the woodworking 
industry uses its systems daily and, therefore, the upkeep of them is vital in terms of 
production,’ concludes Mr Bennison.

PALAMATIC PROVIDES A LIFT 
FOR PANEL PROCESSORS

For further information tel Palamatic on 01246 452054. 
Visit www.palamatic.com

BEST OF THE YEAR 2020 REVIEW
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  MARTIN MACHINERY HELPING TO PRODUCE
The Martin T12 spindle 
moulder is the perfect 
spindle cutter for a wide 
variety of applications.

BEAUTIFUL interiors always start with excellent design. At 
Langstaff-Ellis Ltd of Chinnor in Oxfordshire, the company’s 
designers work with its customers to create stunning spaces 
which really work in everyday life. 

Clients are offered photo-quality, 3D renders, so that they 
are able to see the finished design before anything is cut in the 
workshop. 

The large offices and workshops operated by Langstaff-Ellis are 
packed full of the latest technology, which is used right from the 
design stage to the final production.

The company’s designers use the very latest software, which 
programs the CNC machinery - at the same time as providing 
clients with detailed drawings for their approval.

Once a project is in production, CNC machinery and highly 
skilled craftsmen and women combine to create work to the 
highest of standards. 

With the company’s ongoing investment in its production 
facilities, Langstaff-Ellis is able to offer work of the highest 
possible specification.

Customer service is at the heart of the business. At Langstaff-
Ellis it is understood that the key to a successful project is a 
positive and enjoyable relationship with clients, which is why 
a dedicated, creative and positive team has been created - all of 
whom work with clients to create their ideal kitchen space.

Langstaff Ellis does not have restricted ranges, colours or 
ironmongery. Instead, clients are free to choose absolutely 

anything they desire. The company’s design creativity works well 
with all manner of kitchen styles ranging from traditional Shaker 
to Modern, or contemporary furniture. 

The workshop team is formed by a group of highly skilled 
and knowledgeable cabinet-makers – all of whom can boast 
many years of experience in the use of modern CNC automated 
woodworking machinery and equipment.

The workshop features the very best in terms of modern 
woodworking machinery all of which is sourced from industry 
giants, such as the renowned German manufacturer, Martin.

One recent addition to the Langstaff-Ellis workshop has been a 
Martin T12 spindle moulder, which has now been in operation at 
the company’s Oxfordshire premises for just over a year.

Although compact in terms of design, the T12 offers a 
number of premium features as standard. These include a heavy 
composite frame to ensure maximum stability, along with a 
5.7in TFT colour touchscreen control unit. This is positioned 
economically at eye level and helps reduce set-up times markedly.

From this unit the operator can easily set the required height 
of the spindle and when additional optional accessories are 
included, the cutting depth and the cut (infeed jaw) can also be 
set and controlled.

In addition, the tool data memory provides the facility to store 
up to 500 different tools, automatically recalling the spindle 
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  MARTIN MACHINERY HELPING TO PRODUCE    BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS FOR LANGSTAFF-ELLIS

SHAVING 
TIME OFF 
THE JOB

For further information tel 
Ironmongery Direct on  
0800 168 2828.  
Visit www.ironmongerydirect.com

SANDING is generally reckoned to be 
the worst part of the job for many
tradespeople, as it results in a great 
deal of dirt and mess.

However, the good news is that there 
is a range of products available from 
Ironmongery Direct that provides a 
complete dust-free solution, reducing 
clean-up time whilst not compromising 
on quality of finish.

The Mirka Abranet Dust Free Sanding 
Kit is a popular all-rounder for larger 
sanding jobs. The set comes with four 
highly durable sanding pads of different 
grit levels and can be easily connected 
to a vacuum cleaner, ensuring dust is 
kept at bay.

A dust-free option for lighter sanding 
work is the new Mirka Roundy sanding 
block kit. The ergonomic design fits 
neatly into the palm of the hand, 
making it easy for corners or hard-to-
reach places and it can be used with 
both Abranet abrasives and regular 
sanding discs.

Ironmongery Direct is the UK’s largest 
specialist ironmongery supplier, with  
over 18,000 products in stock and 
available for next-day delivery. 

height position, speed and other program data for the particular 
tool selected.

A consistent moulded surface cannot simply be ordained. 
However, it is so simple with the Martin T12, which features 
a highly functional, but easy-to-use control system and offers 
excellent value-for-money.

Other standard features include a precision fence assembly with 
hand-wheel adjustment and digital display in the control unit, 
an electronic soft braking device for the spindle motor and the 
“Dornfix” quick shaft change system.

On request, the HSK tool change system can be specified, thus 
allowing the flexibility of having tools that are interchangeable 
with many CNC machining centres. 

Other options include motorised positioning 
of the fence assembly, variable spindle speeds 
and sliding tables.

Motorised positioning of the fence enables 
all the settings to be made comfortably and 
accurately via the control unit. The fence 
settings can be approached with pinpoint 
accuracy owing to reproducibility of +/- 
0.025mm, which is extremely high for a 
compact-class machine. Even critical settings, 
for example, for counter profiles, can be 
precisely positioned.

The positioning of the right-hand fence jaw 
via hand-wheel is displayed on the control unit 
with a high degree of accuracy. 

The electronically recorded position of the fence jaw can also 
be saved in the controller and quickly accessed when needed. 
The incremental movement is also easily possible owning to the 
integration in the controller.

The table extensions are executed in cast iron on both sides and 
connected to the machine table completely without a transition. 
The stable, extendable support provides support at the front, thus 
facilitating the processing of larger components.

The fence opening should be closed as much as possible, so that 
the work piece can be safely guided and slide along the fence. 
Both are provided by the tried and tested integral fence.

The bars of the jaws consist of hard-coated aluminium and can 
be easily folded in position, released and also varied in height. 
The bar cassettes can also be removed effortlessly, allowing the 
operator to work with a wooden insert.

In short, the T12 is an ideal spindle moulder for any joinery 
workshop. With its individual customisation options, it 
represents the perfect spindle cutter for a wide variety of 
applications.

For further information tel Martin on  
00 49 8332 9110. Visit www.martin.info
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ATLAS Leisure Homes is one of the UK’s leading caravan 
manufacturers, producing upwards of 44 caravans/week from 
their manufacturing facilities in Hull. 

However, when faced with an ageing beam saw that was breaking 
down three or four times a day and increasingly challenging 
turnaround times, the company needed to source a replacement, 
or run the risk of falling short on the company’s weekly orders. 

The solution was a Holzma Profiline HPL 510 beam saw from 
reconditioned machinery specialist, Ferwood. 

‘In our line of work, we can’t afford for breakdowns to impact 
our production lines,’ explains machine shop manager,  Michael 
Mason.

‘We pride ourselves on offering our customers the very best 
service and a high quality product. We can’t have our lead times 
dictated by unreliable machinery and continual breakdowns. 
When our production showed signs of slowing down, due to our 
beam saw, we chose to work with Ferwood to find an alternative,’ 
says Mr Mason. 

Atlas Leisure Homes are no strangers to purchasing used 
machinery and have found it an economical way of purchasing 
high-specification machinery.

‘We’ve found that buying used machinery can be really good 
value for money and if, like us, you have a good idea of the kind of 
machine you want, it’s often a really straightforward way of doing 
business.

‘We were running our old Holzma beam saw for 18 years and 
were keen to continue using a brand that, until recently, had served 
us well. 

‘In addition to the build quality, the new model needed to work 
quickly and efficiently on batch orders and cut 400 panels over the 
course of two 10 hour shifts per day. 

‘It also needed to work with 12mm and 25mm MFC, 11mm and 
25mm Sterling board, chipboard and plywood, so both a main 
sawing unit and scoring unit were needed. 

‘The option of remote programming and integrated optimisation 
software that could help us reduce material waste and man-hours 
was also desirable,’ adds Mr Mason.

Following an online search, Michael got in touch with Ferwood – 
a company which stocks a wide range of beam saw brands.

‘We knew of Ferwood and came across several beam saws on 
their website that looked like they could work for us. Unlike other 
suppliers who often just service the machines before selling them 
on, Ferwood offered us a “Ferwood Approved” beam saw that had 
been fully reconditioned from top to bottom as well as a six-month 
warranty. 

‘Not only was this machine considerably cheaper that a new 
machine of the same specification, we were purchasing a 
reconditioned, fully serviced machine delivered to us at a time that 
suited us. It was a major selling point,’ says Michael Mason.

Once fully tested by Ferwood’s specialist engineers, Michael 
Mason flew to Italy to see the beam saw in action and, following 
an in-depth demonstration using the company’s own materials, 
agreed for the machine to be stored until their summer shutdown. 

‘Our manufacturing facilities close for three weeks during the 
summer. It’s the only time we can afford not to have the beam saw 
up and running. 

‘The installation of the new saw had to take place during this 
time frame and be ready to work as soon as we re-opened,’ explains 

SAWING AHEAD WITH NEW BEAM SAW 
machine shop manager, Michael Mason.

True to their word, the new Holzma Profiline HPL 510 beam saw 
beam saw was delivered and fitted within the agreed time frame. 
The engineers even worked around a new extraction system that 
was being installed at the same time. 

‘It went like clockwork,’ says Michael Mason. 
With its new beam saw in place, Atlas is poised to increase 

productivity. The new machine not only has rear rollers designed 
to speed up lateral pre-loading of the machine but, once loaded, 
it can also cut up to seven panels at a time, 
cutting the overall running time when 
putting time-sensitive, batch orders through 
the saw. 

Its software has also de-skilled the job of 
the operator and has reduced the risk of 
errors, thanks to its clear and precise cutting 
patterns. 

The machine gives a clear indication of 
what needs to be done to optimise each 
job and directs the operator, if re-cuts are 
needed. It even highlights what needs to be 
completed and when. 

‘These functions are already proving 
valuable to production and have led to 
faster cutting, more effective use of labour 
and reduced material wastage,’ says Michael 
Mason.

‘Now that we have good quality machinery 
in place, our next step it to look at more ways 
to automate our manufacturing processes 
and streamline our production. 

‘We’re already looking to incorporate 
rainbow stacking alongside the new beam 

saw to increase efficiencies further – something we would not have 
been able to consider without the installation of a fast and reliable 
beam saw. 

The Holzma beam saw has certainly impacted our business 
positively and we’re excited to see where our relationship with 
Ferwood will take us,’ concludes Mr Mason.

A WIDE VARIETY OF DIFFERENT CLAMPING 
OPTIONS ON OFFER FROM ALAN LAMONT

NORD Build & Design Ltd specialises in higher end 
refurbishments. Working in the London area, the company 
has an excellent reputation for its 
bespoke interiors and joinery. Founded 
in 2011, the company now employs five 
people. Through word of mouth, it has 
on its books sufficient work for the next 
six months. 

Last year Nord Build & Design Ltd 
invested in a clamp and Woodwelder 
from Lamont.

‘We were making doors and had 
quite big orders,’ says owner, Donatas 
Urbonavicius. 

‘It took so long to clamp everything by 
hand and keep everything in the clamps 
in a small space. Imagine if I made of lot 
of frames today (say 40): if I were using 
sash clamps, I would need to leave them 
overnight. With this machine you clamp, 
weld, take it out and you are on to the 
next one,’ says Donatas Urbonavius.

Once the need for a clamping system was realised, Donatas 
began to research the market. 

‘We searched for different makes. Some 
looked expensive and were only made 
for specific purposes. However, Lamont 
offers a number of different options. 

‘Alan Lamont listens to what you 
want and makes the machine to meet 
your requirements from scratch. This 
ability to be bespoke was very attractive. 
You need to make sure that you know 
what sizes you will be working with. 
Our machine is designed for 3.2m 
workpieces,’ says Donatas

‘We use the Lamont system extensively: 
for doors, drawers, windows, boxes and 
carcasses, for example. We also use it to 
laminate a few pieces of timber together. 
It is used for everything.

‘It saves space as well as time. The 
clamping machine is up on the first 

(mezzanine) floor, next to the sander. It fits well into our 
premises.

‘The system also offers improved accuracy: with the pre-sets 
you are always square. You can double check with the tape 
measure, but it is not really necessary,’ explains Donatas.

Asked if he would recommend the Lamont system and the 
company, Donatas replied: 

‘Yes, of course. Alan is very flexible, he will always call and ask 
you for the details of the machine you want. There have already 
been a few enquiries from people visiting our workshop who 
have seen the system and asked for Alan’s contact details. 

‘One is our timber supplier. They have been in business 
for a long time and are a big timber yard, but also offer a 
laminating service. Other joiners also come in, look at it and 
like it: they can all see the advantages,’ concludes Donatas.

For further information tel Alan Lamont on  
07785 268 992 Visit www.clampingmachines.co.uk
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ESTABLISHED more than 25 years ago, 
Premiere Kitchens specialises in supplying 
kitchens to housing developers and providers 
across the UK. 

Keen to increase production, simplify both 
volume and just-in-time production and build 
on its reputation as a supplier of cost-effective, 
design-led kitchen solutions, the Gloucester-
based business purchased a “Ferwood Approved” 
Biesse Skipper 130 from reconditioned 
machinery specialist, Ferwood.

‘For over 15 years, we had been using a Brema 
drilling machine to feed our assembly line, 
but it was struggling to keep up with demand,’ 
explains head of operations at Premiere 
Kitchens,  Mike Allen.

‘We needed a machine that could offer us a 
higher level of automation, work effectively 
on volume orders and help us to fulfil growing 
demand for response orders. We also wanted to 
decrease the machine’s foot-print in our factory, 
allowing us more room and increase machining 
efficiencies by at least 20 per cent,’ says Mr 
Allen.

Following a recommendation from a trusted 
contractor, Mike began to research Ferwood’s 
used machinery offering.

‘I’d never bought a used machine before, but 
their business model made complete sense,’ he admits. 

‘By buying a “Ferwood Approved” machine, the business 
would not only be benefitting from a newer machine with 
modern technology, but also a fully-reconditioned machine 
for a considerably lower price tag.”

A Biesse Skipper 130 fitted the company’s requirements 
perfectly. Equipped with an automatic panel infeed and 
measuring system that verifies the exact size and thickness 
of each panel in real time and automatically adjusts the 
machining depth as necessary, it not only automated 
production, it also facilitated the machining of six panel faces 
simultaneously in one single step (including dowel insertion), 
eliminating the need to feed the panels through the machine 
several times.

A trip to Ferwood’s Headquarters in Italy, gave Mike and his 
team the opportunity to see the machine and to experience 
the company’s unique 10-step reconditioning process, 
which sees machines completely stripped down and worn, 
or damaged parts replaced before a full test by specialist 
engineers. 

‘I was keen to see as much of the machine as possible and 
the engineers were really helpful. The level of refurbishment 
was incredible. 

‘They were also able to give me some background on the 
machine, talked me through the benefits of a “Ferwood 
Approved” machine, including its six-month warranty and 
they used our own materials to demonstrate the machine’s 
performance. This allowed us to make an informed decision 
and we bought the machine a few days later,’ says Mr Allen.

The machining centre was installed three weeks later 

and improvements 
to the company’s 
manufacturing 
processes were 
noticed immediately. 

We had been 
running 400 units 
through our old 
machine on an eight-
hour shift and we 
had hoped that the 
introduction of the 
new Skipper would 
help us reach 475 unit/
shift, but the double-
sided production of 
doors, drawers and 
side panels, meant 
that it smashed this 
target by continuously 
hitting 600 units/shift 
– and we know we can 
achieve even more,’ 
says Mr Allen.

‘We’ve adapted our 
assembly line to work to these new speeds and we no longer 
suffer from a lag between units and build time. It’s also given 
us the production flexibility and responsiveness needed to 
fulfil response orders that need to be completed in a matter 
of hours. If this continues, we expect to see a return on 
investment in 18 months,’ adds Mr Allen.

However. it’s not all about volume for the kitchen 

manufacturer. 

‘Quality is big factor for us and we haven’t had any quality 
concerns since the Skipper was installed. It’s helped us 
significantly reduce handling and material waste. 

ALL APPROVED FOR 
PREMIERE BY FERWOOD  

BLUM has released a new planning software platform, 
Cabinet Configurator, which supplements its existing 
Dynaplan.

 With Cabinet Configurator, all cabinets can be designed 
and configured within a web browser, meaning that the 
software is always up to date, does not take valuable space on 
a computer and is always available. 

As with all Blum services, this comes completely free of 
charge when buying Blum products.

The software enables users to configure Blum fittings, 
using the integrated collision check with just a few clicks and 
then sends the order directly to the online shops of selected 
distributors.

Comprehensive planning of kitchen cabinets makes 
manufacturing quick and simple. Projects can be transferred 

straight to the most popular CAD software for the design 
process to continue.

Additionally, frequently used kitchen cabinets can be saved 
as standard values, further simplifying the process and, of 
course, making the process even quicker.

Cabinet Configurator also calculates the weight of the 
fronts, even if different materials are used. 

Then Blum components, fixed shelves and central panels 
can be quickly and accurately added, with a parts list created 
to transfer to selected Blum distributors.

For further information tel Blum on 01908 285700. 
Visit www.blum.com

BLUM’S NEW SOFTWARE PLANNING PLATFORM 
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MAKITA’s new cordless ratchet wrench is a versatile, compact and 
lightweight tool suitable for use across a wide range of applications 
and ideal for accessing tight spaces. With a number of innovative 
features included, the WR100DZ has been designed to ensure 
optimum efficiency and operator productivity. 

It utilises Makita’s CXT Compact eXtreme Technology (CXT), 
making this an ultra-compact and lightweight (1.0kg-1.2kg) machine, 
suitable for extended use. The inclusion of a LED job light means 
that the WR100DZ can light up the project space and aid working in 
restricted, dark spaces, maximising productivity. 

For ease of operation, the wrench includes a variable speed trigger 
to easily control the speed and a trigger lock, which prevents the 
trigger from being accidentally pulled and improves operator safety 
by preventing the tool from being accidentally turned on. 

The locking position also enables operation as a hand ratchet, 
when the motor is not engaged, so the operator can run-up the nut 
using the machine without overtightening and then add that final 

bit of tension by hand.  The WR100DZ is supplied with two socket adaptors 
(6.35mm square drive and 9.5mm square drive), which can be removed to 
convert the tool into a pass-through ratchet wrench. This is ideal for tightening 
13mm nuts on to long threaded bolts, such as a threaded rod. It also includes 
a reversing lever, which ensures that the tool can rotate both clockwise and 
anticlockwise.

‘The WR100DZ has been designed with ease of operation in mind; the 
inclusion of CXT means its compact, lightweight design improves handling in 
tight spaces and overhead applications and enables operators to use the tool for 
extended periods of time with minimal fatigue and with maximum control,’ 
says Makita’s marketing manager, Kevin Brannigan.

The WR100DZ is a 12Vmax machine with a no-load speed of 0-800rpm and 
maximum fastening torque of 47.5Nm. It produces vibration of 2.5m/s2 and 
sound pressure level of 74 dB(A). 

MAKITA’S NEW RATCHET WRENCH

MAKITA has launched the latest addition to its radio range, with the 
DMR115 Job Site Radio. With Bluetooth functionality and a light 
weight of 4.8-5.5kg, it is the perfect companion for construction 
workers. 

It is a robust and simple to use DAB/DAB+ radio. IP65 rated, it has a 
highly durable design with elastomer bumpers to protect against tough 
jobsite conditions. 

The Job Site Radio has a powerful Bluetooth sensor to connect 
wirelessly for audio streaming from mobile devices up to a range of 10m 
away. 

It includes two stereo speakers and an additional subwoofer to produce 
high quality sound. 

In addition, the Multi-Amplifier provides clear hi-fi sound reproduction 
without decreasing sound quality even when the volume is turned up 
very high. 

‘Workers often spend long hours on-site, from taking on heavy-duty 
construction work to fixing snagging – so it’s only right that they have 
high quality, reliable entertainment available to help make even the most 

laborious of tasks more enjoyable,’ says product manager at Makita, Matt 
Chilton.

‘We’ve designed our latest DMR115 Job Site Radio to provide not only 
the best in sound quality, but the best in convenience. 

‘The radio is equipped with a dual power source for AC or Makita LXT 
and CXT batteries, providing flexibility regardless of the power sources 
available onsite. 

‘In addition, the USB slot will allow for mobile charging onsite, so you 
never need to worry about draining the source phone’s battery. 

This, in combination with a high quality sound woofer to provide 
deeper and richer bass sounds, a My Equaliser (MY EQ) mode to adjust 
treble and bass and six selectable sound modes to suit varitous music 
genres, makes the radio the ultimate onsite companion,’ concludes Mr 
Chilton.

THE SITE IS ALIVE WITH THE SOUND OF MAKITA’S MUSIC

LEADING power tool manufacturer, Makita has added two 
new rivet guns to its power tool range. The DRV150Z and 
DRV250Z include Makita’s innovative LXT battery technology 
and brushless motor for maximum efficiency. 

The DRV150Z and DRV250Z are both powered by Makita’s 
18V LXT batteries, which offer industry-leading run times and 
charge times, improving on-site efficiency. 

LXT means that the DRV150Z and DRV250Z benefit from 
anytime charge (without the need to drain down) and minimal 
self-discharge and the battery indicator lights make it simple 
for operators to monitor how much charge their tools have, 
improving operator productivity. The machines are compatible 
with Makita’s 5Ah and 6Ah LXT batteries.

Both machines are designed for heavy-duty, industrial 
applications. The DRV150Z and DRV250Z can pull both steel 
and stainless-steel rivets – the DRV150Z can pull rivets up 
to 4.8mm in diameter and the DRV250Z can pull rivets with 
diameters up to 6.4mm. The DRV150Z and DRV250Z can be 
adjusted to install 2.4mm rivets up to their maximum capacity, 
simply by changing the nose cone and push rod assembly. 

With a 5Ah battery, the DRV150Z can dispense 2,800 4.8mm 
mild steel rivets per charge – approximately 560 rivets per amp. 
Due to a shorter pulling length, the DRV150Z is also 1.8 times 
faster. 

The DRV150Z and DRV250Z have a rivet holding mechanism 

in the nose cone. This ensures that once a rivet is inserted, it 
is held in place if the tool is being used in any position. This 
significantly improves efficiency and operator safety. Once the 
rivet has been installed, operators can tip the tool backwards to 
ensure that the spent mandrels are collected in the transparent 
container, instead of littering the worksite. 

The inclusion of a brushless motor makes the DRV150Z and 
DRV250Z incredibly efficient machines. Due to their design, 
brushless motors do not create friction which limits wear and 
tear and reduces wasted energy through heat production (which 
subsequently prevents the tool from overheating). This improves 
on-site efficiency, as operators can continue to use the DRV150Z 
and DRV250Z for extended periods of time.

‘The combination of cordless and brushless technologies 
makes Makita’s new models up to 50 per cent more efficient than 
alternative machines. 

‘The DRV150Z and DRV250Z have been designed to ensure 
that operators can keep working for longer,’ says Makita’s 
managing director, Kevin Brannigan. 

‘There are no concerns about the tool overheating due to 
friction in the motor, or the batteries losing charge too quickly, or 
taking a long time to recharge,’ concludes Mr Brannigan.

RIVETING MADE EASY WITH MAKITA

MAKITA has launched an exciting new range of products, 
including the DKP181 18V Brushless LXT Planer (82mm). 
Combining the speed and capacity of a corded planer with 
the convenience of cordless, the tool is part 
of Makita’s expanding 18V series, the world’s 
largest cordless product line-up powered by 
an 18V Lithium-Ion battery. 

With a 12,000rpm brushless motor providing 
power equal to that of AC models, the DKP181 
is a powerful cordless solution offering 
increased battery efficiency, designed for 
building and construction applications.

Its high cutting power provides up to 3mm 
max planing depth, a planing width of 82mm 
and a rebating depth of 25mm, make it ideal 
for shortening doors, ship-lapping, or tapering 
mouldings.

For user comfort and flexibility, operators 
can precisely adjust the planing depth and 

manoeuvre around projects easily by diverting the wood chips 
either to the left or right, by adjusting the ejection cover plate 
to the preferred side. The planer offers easy chamfering with 

three chamfering grooves for 
different groove dimensions 
and positioning. 

Featuring an electric blade 
brake to prevent user injury, 
or damage to the workpiece, 
the blade rapidly stops after 
the trigger has been released. 
The line-up includes model 
options fitted with Makita’s 
Auto-start Wireless System 
(AWS), which connects to 
compatible dust extractors 
via Bluetooth to help 
minimise dust inhalation, 
as well as keeping the 

workplace clean and tidy whilst working. 
The planer uses a brushless motor, with the result that no 

friction is created within the motor, to improve the longevity 
of the tool. Combining this technology with LXT batteries 
makes the machine up to 50 per cent more efficient and twice 
as durable, in comparison to alternative models with standard 
motors. 

In addition, the Automatic Torque Driver (ADT) technology 
automatically changes the cutting speed according to the load 
conditions for optimum operation and efficiency. 

‘This tool provides power, versatility and optimum cutting 
performance. We have included the dust management feature 
to help reduce time spent on cleaning up and more time for 
operators doing what they are skilled at – getting the job done,’ 
says marketing manager for Makita UK, Kevin Brannigan.

MAKITA MAKES WORK PLANE SAILING

For further information tel Makia on 01908 211678.  
Visit www.makitauk.com

For further information tel Makia on 01908 211678.  
Visit www.makitauk.com
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Visit www.makitauk.com
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Visit www.makitauk.com
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FOR over 110 years the name Althoff has stood for creative 
work with wood. In the joinery workshops in Blelefeld, 
wood waste accumulates during all stages of production.

With the use of a Weima WL 4 shredder, this can be ideally 
processed to heat the premises.

Ultrich Althoff GmbH was founded in 1906 and is now 
managed by Hendrik Althoff. 

In the joinery workshops, “ideas made-to-measure” 
are developed – creative products made of high-quality 
materials, with proven tools and state-of-the-art machines.

Individual craftsman services, such as house windows and 
sliding doors, furniture or cabinet systems are part of the 
portfolio of the family business.

For some time now, the traditional company has been 
working on the most efficient use of wood waste in order to 
save energy costs. A Weima ZM 30 four-shaft shredder was 
in operation for many years and shredded the wood waste.

Over time, the materials worked with in the joinery 
workshop have changed and with them the requirements for 
the machines. A new shredder was needed.

Managing director, Hendrik Althoff did not have to think 
twice. 

‘I knew that the quality of the machine from Weima was 
right – there was no alternative for us,’ says Hendrik.

Since the end of 2019 a Weima WL4 single-shaft shredder 
has been in the workshop of the family business. The 
proven classic is idealized with its robust construction and 
extremely long service life.

With a rotor diameter of 252mm and a rotor length 
of 600mm, the shredder deals with all kinds of wooden 
materials..

The innovative hopper and log spacer design is particularly 
suitable for shredding large, bulky parts and ensures that no 
material build-up, or bridging can form. 

The high-throughput wood chipper is equipped with the 
WAP gear developed by Weima, extremely low-maintenance 
and sensitive to foreign material.

All production machines in the workshop of Ulrich Althoff 
GmbH are connected to a modern extraction system. Thus, 
wood chips and sawdust can be collected centrally in a 
large swarf bunker. The produced wood chips are directly 
transported into the bunker via a suction system as well.

The shredded wood waste is the burned in a wood burner. 
This way, the entire building, including workshops, offices 
and showrooms, can be heated completely without the use 
of fossil fuels.

This is not only cost-saving, but also environmentally 
friendly. 

WEIMA SHREDDERS - 
TURNING UP THE HEAT

CABINET hardware expert, TITUS has launched a second-
generation range of its popular Tekform double-wall 
drawers.

 The new slimline versions feature a sleek and visually-
appealing design and have 14mm side panels, which 
maximise efficient utilisation of drawer space. 

They also incorporate the precision-engineered Titus 
hydraulic dampers to ensure a reliable and consistent soft 
closing action, combined with low pull-out force.

Tekform slimline drawers are available in three heights 
– 70mm, 145mm and 182mm – and can be supplied in a 
range of visually appealing finishes that ideally complement 
contemporary furniture designs. 

A further key benefit is that they use the same drilling 
pattern for runners as their predecessors, which facilitates 
mounting in existing products and designs.

Drawers are fast and easy to assemble, thanks to the EasyFix 
locking system used for the front-panel connector, which 
requires only hand insertion and a quarter of a turn with a 
screwdriver to lock the panel securely in place. 

Reliable life-long “ConfidentClose” soft closing is assured 
by the use of the renowned Titus single-direction precision-
engineered hydraulic dampers, which smoothly slow down 
the linear movement of the drawer, as it reaches the closed 
position, but offer minimal resistance to movement when 

the drawer is being opened. Installation of the drawers 
within the cabinet is fast and straightforward. Extended 
tolerances in cabinet construction can be accommodated 
without compromising accurate alignment, smooth and 
silent operation and excellent stability in the open position. 
In addition, variations of up to ± 1mm in bottom panel width 
size are acceptable.

TITUS ANNOUNCES THE LAUNCH 
OF SPACE-EFFICIENT SECOND 

GENERATION SLIMLINE DRAWER

For further information tel Titus on 01977 682582. 
Visit www.titusplus.com
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For further information tel Martin on 00 49 8332 9110. For further information on Deral Ltd 
tel 01236755350. Visit www.martin.info or www.deral.co.uk

DERAL Ltd, based in Airdrie in Scotland was 
established in 1984. Whether you are looking 
for new, or used woodworking machinery, you 
should look no further than Deral Ltd.

Deral Ltd offers a wide range of new machinery 
from some of the top manufacturers in the 
industry. 

When you purchase a new machine from 
Deral Ltd you can be assured that you will be 
acquiring reliable machinery from a well- known 
manufacturer in the knowledge that you will be 
able to benefit from Deral’s full after sales support.

Over the years, Deral has steadily built on its 
reputation for offering high quality support 
and the fact that the company has consistently 
increased its engineering workforce over the 
years to meet customer demands, which enables a 
quicker response time.

The company’s philosophy is to provide the 
customer with advice as to the correct machine 
for each and every application and the right 
specification, combined with comprehensive after 
sales support. The importance of these factors 
should never be underestimated.

In order to ensure that the advice given to 
customers is based on the latest technology, 
Deral’s sales staff regularly attend seminars and 
manufacturers’ product knowledge courses.

In specifying a machine for a customer, in 
addition to current production needs, it is 
essential that consideration is also given to future 
requirements.

Deral employs multi-skilled engineers all of 
whom are trained in the latest technology. Full 
advantage is taken of manufacturing courses 
to maintain a high level of expertise. Deral’s 
company goal is to be recognised as the preferred 
choice for advice and the supply of quality 
machinery and services. 

In 1989, due to customer demand, the 
decision was taken to supply both new and used 
machinery. 

Deral has taken great care in selecting the best 
possible partners, who provide superior technical 
specification on all their machines, combined with 
excellent after sales support.

One such manufacturer which Deral was 
keen to work with was the renowned German 
woodworking machinery manufacturer, Martin.

Martin produces a wide range of woodworking 
machinery, including spindle moulders, sliding 
table saws, planers, shapers and sanding 
equipment.

One machine from the Martin range that 
remains ever popular with Deral’s mainly Scottish 
based clientele is the T60C sliding table saw.

This represents an ideal entry into the premium 
compact class. It strikes a perfect balance 

between price and performance, because all the 
key components of the circular saw T60C are 
designed exactly as you would expect from a 
Martin machine. 

If a higher price does not directly reflect a higher 
performance, the T60C intentionally makes a 
“more compact” choice. 

Focused engineering combined with an 
operating technology reduced to the basics make 
the T60C an excellent partner for anyone who 
is looking for a reasonably priced introduction 
to the top division of sawing. Every T60C saw 
promises a perfect balance between price and 
performance.

Scoring saw unit
The unit individually sets both the scoring 

position left and right on the basis of the stored 
saw blade data fully automatically.

The operator specifies the scoring height 
electronically and the setting is also provided 
automatically.

The adjustment ranges of the two axes are clearly 
displayed and easy to understand. Any requisite 
fine adjustment is therefore child’s play.

It goes without saying that all settings are stored 
and not lost when switching off the unit. 

A special feature of the scorer is the pneumatic 
lifting/lowering of the scoring saw blades. As a 
result, the unit is activated in seconds and also 
quickly taken out of service again. This reduces 
noise and increases safety.

SafeLight
If the scorer is running, the light integrated in 

the table insert draws the operator’s attention to 
the operating situation. Martin thereby provides 
the user with a considerable increase in safety.

ScribeMaster
The “ScribeMaster” scoring saw system allows 

the scoring width to be set easily on the stationary 
scoring saw unit. Fiddling around with shims 
between the scoring saw blades is therefore a thing 
of the past.

Cross-cut table
The sturdy cross-cut table is part of the basic 

equipment featured on the T60A saw. The cross-
cut fence can be used in either the front, or rear 
position of the cross-cut table with just a simple 
movement. 

The large angle scale integrated in the table 
allows precise mitre cuts between 0 deg and 50 
deg to be executed by simply turning the cross-cut 
fence.

The T60C sliding table saw represents excellent 
value for money and it is therefore no surprise 
that Deral’s customers consider it to be the 
machine of choice for a wide range of applications 
in a joinery workshop.

MARTIN WOODWORKING MACHINERY 
REPESENTED IN SCOTLAND BY DERAL
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For further information visit www.lathamtimber.co.uk

AMERICAN white oak is a wide-ranging and diverse species 
from the US and one of the largest commercial hardwoods 
used in the UK for interior joinery and furniture applications, 
from flooring to kitchens, staircases and furniture, according 
to UK distributor, James Latham.

Due to the sheer size of the US, American white oak varies 
vastly from one region to another and it is vital that the right 
product is employed for the correct application to avoid 
disappointment.

With over 250 years of hardwood experience, James Latham 
prides itself on stocking the most relevant range of American 
white oak products for the UK market.

As is true of the quality variations from state to state, there are 
many ways to enhance the product during processing to make a 
superior quality lumber.

Likewise, there are many ways to cut corners and costs to 
produce a weaker-quality material, albeit at a lower price 
per cubic metre. True value comes from the yield the wood 
provides against the price paid.

All of the American white oak stocked by James Latham 
is from mills where the company has enjoyed continuous, 
consistent supply for many years.

James Latham takes the time to send staff out to these 
suppliers on a regular basis, to learn the full story behind the 
production and to ensure consistent quality to best match its 
customers’ requirements.

At the top of the range is its Super Prime material. Supplied 
by one mill, this extremely high-specification American white 
oak is exclusive to James Latham, meeting its own demanding 
requirements. 

It is selected to be defect-free – meaning no sap, no wane, no 
side bend, no knots, no pin holes and a consistent colour. 

For the customer who prefers to buy a regular FAS (Prime 
export) grade, James Latham has tailored supply from the 
Augusta and Salamanca mills, in Virginia and New York 
State, respectively, both of which produce a clean, all-round 
American white oak.  

From sawmilling through drying to grading and packaging, 
their processing methods are all quality-controlled to the 
highest standard, with no corners cut, resulting in an end 
product, which offers customers impressive yield and overall 
value.

To complete the package, 
James Latham offers wood 
products from its partner 
Horizon, situated in the heart 
of Pennsylvania.

Horizon offers a unique conversion method in the North 
American market, in so much as it processes only one log at a 
time through its bespoke production facility. 

Indeed, the Horizon method is so slick that it actually enables 
the company to produce “log-intact” material, which gives the 
craftsman the closest thing they will find to a solid wood book-
match veneer.

NOT ALL AMERICAN WHITE 
OAK IS EXACTLY THE SAME



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING16 december 2020

BEST OF THE YEAR 2020 REVIEW

TURBOQWIK is a high-performance screw designed to be 
used in hardwood, MDF decks, wood to plastic and wood to 
sheet metal. 

With six reaming nibs under its head, it is suitable for 
countersinking with no burrs. Its high-performing yellow 
coating (CR3 ROHS compliant) has been salt spray-tested up 
to 200 hours and each box comes with a PZ2 driver bit.

The precision multi-purpose woodscrew has an extra-sharp 
drilling point, so there is no need for any pre-drilling. 

With a coarse serrated thread, its unique sawfix design 

enables extra-quick drilling into a wide variety of different 
materials commonly in use within the woodworking sector as 
a whole.

Another advantage is its re-inforced head, which increases 
torque and reduces breakages. Sizes for the Turboqwik high 
performance screws range from from 3mm x 16mm to 6mm 
x 150mm.

TURBOQWIK PRECISION  
MULTI-PURPOSE 
WOODSCREWS

For further information tel Screwshop on 0121 559 8866. 
Visit www.screwshop.co.uk 

THE Kenyon Group has specialised in edge-banding 
adhesives based on EVA, PO and PUR technologies for the 
past 40 years. 

Over this time, the company has witnessed many changes – 
not only with adhesive technologies, but also with materials 
and application methods. So how can a business decide which 
adhesive is right for them?

Hot-melt adhesives are used for bonding solid wood, 
aluminium, veneer, melamine, polyester, HPL, PVC, ABS and 
PP edgings of various thickness to core boards.  

EVA hot-melt adhesives are based on Ethyl-Vinyl Acetate 
(EVA), whereas PO hot-melt adhesives are based on Polyolefin 
and PUR hot-melt adhesives are based on polyurethane 
reactive technology.

Edge-banding using EVA hot-melt is commonly used, due to 
its ease of use, but PUR is gaining ground rapidly, thanks to its 
exceptional benefits. 

If joints need to be water, or heat resistant (for fire doors 
or kitchen cabinets for instance) then PUR adhesive is 
recommended, as it has a significantly higher water and heat 
resistance than an EVA adhesive.

Polyolefin-based adhesives for edge-banding applications 
have better hydrolysis and heat resistance than EVA-based 
adhesives. 

They are easier to apply than PUR adhesives and also lower 
the risk of strings forming at the application unit, whilst 
providing better stability in the melting equipment compared 
with standard EVA-based adhesives.  

According to Kenyon Group, PUR-based adhesives will 
always outperform EVA, or PO adhesives. 

EVA hot-melt adhesives are classed as filled and unfilled 
adhesives. Filled glues are generally lower cost and, in addition 
to the adhesive resins, contain fillers, such as chalk which, at 
low speeds can help prevent stringing. 

Unfilled hot-melt adhesives can be applied thinner to give 
a tighter joint, offer high glue mileage and high final bond 
strength. 

When using PUR-based adhesives, chemical cross-linking is 
achieved within a few days. However, it is important that the 
bonded materials are stored above 15 deg C for full cure to take 
place – under 15 deg C and the curing process is stalled.

Are PUR adhesive easy to use? In a nutshell, yes – with care. 
With PUR hot-melt adhesives, the user can achieve a thinner 
glue line, high final bond strength and produce tight joints, at 
the same time as having excellent heat and water resistance and 
all while running clean.

Not all edge-banders are equipped to run PUR adhesives 
(always check with the machine supplier for suitability).  

What is very important when using PUR adhesives is to purge 
the adhesive melt tank and applicator (nozzle/roller) after use 
with a suitable cleaning agent – unlike EVA adhesives, PUR 
adhesives, once cured, will not re-melt.

2019 witnessed a major push toward PUR MicroEmissions, 
which offer the proven bonding performance of traditional 
PUR adhesives with reduced Health and Safety concerns. 

PUR MicroE-missions (ME) contain less than 0.1 per cent 
isocyanate monomer and reduce isocyanate vapours by up to 
-90 per cent.

DECIDING ON WHICH ADHESIVE IS 
THE RIGHT ONE FOR YOUR BUSINESS

For further information tel Kenyon on 0161 627 1001. 
Visit www.kenyon-group.co.uk

LIGNIA Wood Company, the award-winning modified timber specialists, has signed a distribution 
agreement with Italian timber experts, Bellotti Spa, who will be distributing Lignia and Lignia Yacht 
products to the Italian and Swiss markets.

Bellotti was established in 1927 and is a leading manufacturer of specialist timber with strong 
connections to the Italian superyacht industry. 

The agreement signed is a non-exclusive distribution agreement to market and sell Lignia Wood into the 
construction sector along with LIgnia Yacht into the marine world.

Lignia Wood Company produces modified timber at its base in Barry, Wales. It uses real softwood from 
responsibly sourced FSC® certified plantations, which is then modified through a unique process. This 
gives Lignia the beauty, performance and appearance of popular hardwoods.

BELOTTI SIGNS DISTRIBUTION 
AGREEMENT WITH LIGNIA

For further information tel Lignia Wood on 01446 507077. Visit www.lignia.com 
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TOMEK RYGALIK EXHIBITS 
“NATURAL BORN” AT WARSAW 

ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS

For further information tel American Hardwoods on 
 020 7626 4111. Visit www.americanhardwood.org

THE “Natural Born” exhibition at the Warsaw Academy of 
Fine Arts was displayed recently. It presented Tomek Rygalik’s 
(lead designer of Studio Rygalik) creative approach to a 
sustainable design process using renewable materials. 

The final installation focused on a single chair made out of 
American red oak, exploring the design, development and 
consumption of everyday goods. 

The American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) has 
collaborated with Tomek Rygalik of Studio Rygalik and a 
Polish furniture production and design studio Swallow’s Tail 
Furniture, to develop a chair which showcases the American 
red oak as the core focus of the design at the simplest of forms. 

Tomek Rygalik started his conceptual work from scratch by 
exploring the material and its potential - not only in terms 
of aesthetics, but also functionality. The “Natural Born” 
project focuses on understanding the material, becoming the 
foundation of both the design and the concept.

The “Natural Born” chair aims to present a new way of 
thinking about design. It is a deliberate departure from over-
complicated design, which often isn’t related to the product’s 
final function. 

At a time of over-consumption, designer, Tomek Rygalik 
speaks of the pressing need to design sustainably. He saw 
enormous potential in American red oak from factors, such as 
where it’s grown; a tree’s place of origin can change its colour 
and grain, or how the timber is 
finished.  

‘The simple yet diverse 
characteristics of the red oak 
boards have been inspirational 
for me. Instead of searching for 
and later imposing an imaginary 
form, I was thinking about the 
shortest way to process the 
material from the forest, i.e. its 
place of origin, to the finished 
product. 

Basic wooden pieces in the 
form of simple boards create 
a fully functional solution. I 
wanted the chair design to not 
require a great deal of energy 
and man-hours. The “Natural Born” chair is a simple, durable, 
comfortable and fully natural piece of furniture with a very low 
carbon footprint,’ says Tomek Rygalik. 

Magdalena Hubka from Swallow’s Tail Furniture has 
additionally emphasised that the true value comes from the 
material used, which can attract consumers who are becoming 
increasingly tired of the repetitive materials they have seen to 
date.

Tomek Rygalik explains that a chair is a true representative of 
the ideas and current affairs of any given era. In this particular 
case, this chair embodies sustainability, as well as the increasing 
responsibility of designers and manufacturers. 

They need to be offering durable, high quality products using 
materials that are beautiful, long-lasting, abundant and aren’t 
detrimental to our planet. 

The volume of American red oak standing is nearly a quarter 
of the North American hardwood forest and, year on year, the 
increase in volume significantly exceeds its harvesting. 

The “Natural Born” project is shown thanks to the 
collaboration with the Department Design of the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Warsaw. Visitors had the opportunity to see the 
artistic installation interpreting the process of creating the 
“Natural Born” chair. 

In addition, the exhibition also highlights important topics 
in the discussion concerning the manufacturing process, 
ecologyand the role of the designer. 

“American red oak has massive potential in the Polish 
furniture industry. This extraordinary material is well worth 
the attention, because not only can it be used for a many 
different applications, but it is diverse, highly sustainable and 
creates products that will last for generations,’ says director of 
AHEC Europe, David Venables.

Over 96 per cent of the total mass of the chair is red oak, one 
of the most abundant American hardwoods with forest growing 
stock equivalent to around 2.48 billion cubic meters, 18 per 
cent of the total U.S. hardwood resource. 

Every year, the volume of red oak in U.S. forests grows on 
average by 55 million cubic metres, of which only 34 million 
cubic metres is harvested. This means that the volume standing 
in US hardwood forests expands by 21 million cubic metres/ 
year. 

AHEC is the leading international trade association for the 
American hardwood industry, representing the committed 
exporters among hardwood companies, who now market and 
sell their products in significant volumes all around the world. 

For more than 30 years, AHEC has been at the forefront 
of international wood promotion, successfully building a 
distinctive and creative brand for American hardwoods. 

By recognizing the key role design plays in the successful 
and innovative use of hardwoods AHEC helps the American 
hardwood industry develop new opportunities by building a 
rapport with the global design community. 

In Europe AHEC is renowned for its imaginative and 
ambitious collaborations with architects and designers 
to highlight the potential and inspire more use of these 
sustainable materials.

Tomek Rygalik is the lead designer at Studio Rygalik working 
on architecture and products for premium companies and 
international brands, including Cappellini, Profim, Moroso, 
Noti, Ghidini, Comforty, Paged, Siemens, Heineken or Ikea; 
founder and creative director of the furniture and accessories 
brand, TRE Product; co-creator of the SOBOLE creative 
campus and an open-minded educator with a broad experience 
and PhD in industrial design, delivering a course in design 
at the Department of Design of the Academy of Fine Arts in 

Warsaw. His work focuses on the engaging nature 
of new typology, longevity and simplicity which are 
aimed to responsibly elevate the quality of everyday 
life.

The studio founded by Tomek Rygalik in 2006 
implements comprehensive projects of various 
types. The spectrum of activities is very wide - from 
product design, development and implementation to 
site-specific implementations, design & build and the 
production of limited series, as well as experimental 
facilities, comprehensive culinary experiences and 
workshops exploring the relationship between design 
and food. 

In addition to co-operation with industry, which 
is the main basis of activity, Studio Rygalik often 
engages in projects implemented for cultural 
institutions that allow for experimental activities. 

Among the works carried out by Studio Rygalik are projects 
for brands, such as Absolut, Artek, Cappellini, Comforty, 
Dupont / Corian, Ghidini, Heal’s, Heineken, Ideal Standard, 
IKEA, Moroso, Noti, Paged, Pfleiderer, Profim, Siemens, for 
institutions such as BOZAR in Brussels, POLIN Museum, 
Grand Theater - National Opera and furniture dedicated to the 
Polish European Union Presidency.

In recent years, the Studio’s work has been seen in Berlin, 
Dresden, Frankfurt, Lodz, London, Milan, Munich, New York, 
Tokyo, Poznan, Paris, Warsaw, Valencia and Vienna. They 
were also published in the international press: Icon, Interni, 
Wallpaper, Experimenta, Blueprint, New York Times, Financial 
Times and Forbes. 

 The Swallow’s Tail Furniture brand has been created and 
developed by two graduates of the Wroclaw Academy of Fine 
Arts: Magdalena Hubka and Piotr Grzybowski. 

They have been designing furniture since 1999, but they 
decided to launch Swallow’s Tail Furniture in 2014. Their 
furniture designs are real masterpieces – all conceived with a 
strong concept and passion, developed with a great attention to 
detail and commitment of an entire team of designers, builders 
and technology experts. 

The development process refers to the basic values of design, 
including naturalness, authenticity, and proximity. Their 
furniture collections are made from noble wood species, with 
functionality and quality built into the construction process.

The Department of Design of the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Warsaw has been offering tuition to students since 1977. The 
syllabus reflects the comprehensive approach to design by 
combining product design, visual communication, space and 
fashion design with market intelligence, technologies, social 
sciences, arts and culture. 

Design, which is present in all areas of everyday life, concerns 
not only industrial products and graphics, but also services 
and experiences. Design is a process which leads to creating 
new solutions that reflect the essential values of users, both 
on functional and aesthetical levels, but also in the emotional 
aspects. 

Students are taught this process to effectively identify user 
needs and build solutions that respond to real problems, while 
showing respect for the Environment. 
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A CHESHIRE exhibition company has purchased a wood 
waste heater from Wood Waste Technology as part of 
reviewing its sustainability policy and recognised that it 
could reduce its carbon foot-print, whilst saving money 
on waste disposal costs and obtaining heating for its large 
workshop/warehouse in the process.

Established in 1985, Aboveline specialises in the design, 
manufacture and installation of bespoke exhibition stands and 
three-dimensional marketing structures. The business needed 
a sustainable solution for all the timber, MDF and other wood 
waste that was generated as a result of its manufacturing 
process.

When evaluating its sustainability policy, Aboveline 
researched the benefits of a wood waste heater and saw it to be 
an effective means of reducing its carbon foot-print with the 
addition of financial benefits by reducing its operating costs.

As well as the environmental advantages, the wood waste 
system also provides heating, as Aboveline’s workshop had no 
permanent source of heating, so portable heaters had to be 
used during the colder months, which were expensive to run.  

After speaking with Wood Waste Technology, the company 
ordered a WT15 wood waste heater that was installed by 
Wood Waste Technology’s dedicated engineers earlier this 
year. 

 ‘We’re delighted with our new wood waste heater and wish 
we’d bought one years ago. The heater helps us to be greener, 

leaner and to operate more efficiently. Our cost-savings will 
obviously continue to increase once the investment is paid 
off and we’re still continuing to receive the on-going benefits,’ 
says operations manager, Leon Smith.

‘We’re are pleased that Aboveline Ltd is benefitting from 
its investment in a wood waste burner. We’re finding many 
exhibition companies are looking at biomass solutions, due to 
the amount of waste wood that is generated in that industry. 
Aboveline will soon pay back its investment with the money 
saved on waste disposal and heating,’ says managing director 
of Wood Waste Technology, Kurt Cockcroft. 

Wood Waste Technology offers a full range of wood 
waste heaters, from small hand-fired units to larger fully 
automatic systems and offers site survey and design, as well 
as manufacture, installation and on-going maintenance. The 
company also services all types of wood waste heaters and 
supplies genuine spares up to 60 per cent cheaper than other 
suppliers.

In addition, Wood Waste Technology is the UK’s official 
distributor for Gross Apparatebau GmbH, a German 
manufacturer of dependable, precision engineered shredders 
and briquetters.  

The company is also a distributor for Putzmaus boiler tube 
cleaning systems - a powerful, but gentle routine maintenance 
solution that is quick and easy to use and helps to increase 
boiler efficiency and lower operating costs. 

For further information on Woodwaste Technology tel 01785 250400.  
Visit www.woodwastetechnology.com, www.grossuk.co.uk or www.putzmaus.co.uk. 

WOOD WASTE TECHNOLOGY HELPS ANOTHER 
EXHIBITION COMPANY TO REDUCE ITS 

CARBON FOOT-PRINT AS WELL AS HELPING 
TO SAVE MONEY AT THE SAME TIME
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BEGINNING as a supplier of components for temporary structures to the 
armed forces in the 1950s, F G Parker’s state-of-the-art facility provides 
edging, wrapping, cutting and drilling facilities, providing the flexibility and 
service standards required by customers all over the country.

Formed by George Parker in 1950, F G Parker & Co Ltd quickly became a 
leading component provider for temporary structures required by the armed 
forces.

F G PARKER’S STATE-OF-THE-ART 
OPERATION OFFERS EDGING, WRAPPING 

CUTTING & DRILLING FACILITIES
Continued investment in manufacturing equipment 

enabled the company to diversify its production 
capabilities to include custom-cutting and preparation 
of sheet materials for customers in the furniture and 
construction industries.

As a family business with third generation, Rob 
Parker now managing the operation, F G Parker’s 
business successfully diversified into furniture 
manufacturing in the early 1980s, providing products 
and services to help manufacturers find greater 
productivity in their businesses.

The Dorset firm has continued to develop within 
the industry supplying a full range of furniture 
components, mouldings, wrapped profiles, kitchen 
carcasses and cabinets, cutting, edging and CNC 
machining services to its clients.

In order to provide the flexibility and service 
standards required by today’s customers across the 
country, F G Parker’s impressive 20,000ft2 production 
plant is home to highly advanced CNC routing 
equipment, the very latest CAD/CAM capabilities 
and high performance edging, wrapping, cutting and 
drilling facilities.
Drilling rails
F G Parker’s specialist drilling and boring machines 

enable the company to offer various holes drilled to any 
area of any-sized cross ties, post, mullion, front rail and 
back rail. 

Additionally, it is able to drill longer-sized rails up to 
3m in length and its rail drilling department is able to 
cope with high volume orders, as well as small batches.

‘As standard, we produce many colours to get the 
perfect posts for the kitchen design. We hold in stock 
36mm x 36mm and 60mm x 36mm, but we can make 
to any specification,’ says Rob Parker.

‘We can add drilling and/or we can cut the lengths 
down to fit any carcass size required – or just supply 
long lengths. 

‘Customers can also save time on their edge lines 
and get us to wrap small rails. We can even cut and 
drill them to customers’ drawings, which will save 
significant man hours,’ adds Mr Parker.
Wrapped profiles

Wrapped profiles are typically used for cornice, 
pelmets, skirting boards, picture frames and small rails 
for kitchen and bathroom cabinets and drawer wraps.

‘We can wrap many MDF and chipboard products in 
a variety of shapes and sizes,’ explains Rob. 

‘This process means that we can supply a post, rail 
and/or cornice to match any style. 

‘Additionally, the product can be wrapped all the way 
round, giving a very tidy look to any cabinet whilst, at 
the same time, reducing costs,’ says Mr Parker.

F G Parker operates multiple PUR glue lines for a 
high-quality, cost-effective product. 

The benefit of using PUR glue on wrapped products 

is that it provides a high strength bond, moisture 
resistance and reduces the danger of humidity 
interlacing. 

This process increases the standard life-span of all its 
products compared to those manufactured with other 
glue types.

‘We have a large range of foils available to us from 
PVC and paper coloured-matched to real wood 
veneered foils. Working with our foil suppliers, we 
can match many colours, including plain, high gloss 
and woodgrains. Regardless of small, or large order 
quantities we will be happy to assist with customers’ 
enquiries,’ says Rob.
Edging

‘With direct trade accounts with Egger and 
Kronospan, we are able to source a wide range of 
décors and matching edging to fulfil customers’ 
particular specifications, meeting any size and quantity 
required.

‘All our edging is adhered using PUR glue, the 
benefits of which are that it provides a high strength 
bond and moisture resistance. 

‘Additionally this type of glue offers a minimal glue 
line between the MFC and edging, but ensures that the 
product can withstand the rigours of heat and moisture 
over a long period of time,’ points out Rob.

‘We have a large range of edgings available to us 
from ABS to real wood veneers. Working alongside 
our suppliers, we can match most colours and finishes 
including matt, high gloss and woodgrains,’ says Rob.

Regardless of small, or large order quantities, F 
G Parker is able to assist with customers’ varying 
requirements.
Panel cutting

‘We are specialists in cutting MFC and chipboard/
MDF raw boards,’ says Rob. ‘On our high-speed 
automatic beam saws and automatic crosscut saws, 
we are able to meet the vast majority of customers’ 
requirements. 

‘We use the latest in optimisation software to 
minimise waste and optimise cutting lists, so that each 
panel can be cut accurately and efficiently. 

‘We can source the material and décor for you, but 
can also provide a cutting service for materials that you 
have already purchased yourself,’ concludes Rob.

For further information tel F G Parker on 01308 
422987. Visit www.fgparker.co.uk
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WHEN paint shop support specialist, Ultrimax Coatings Ltd 
relocated to new premises, it had its new facility fitted out with 
an array of Gallito fume extraction equipment. 

As a supplier of Gallito equipment to its own customers, 
Ultrimax was obviously more than happy to have the same 
quality products installed for its own use.

Ultrimax Coatings is a family-owned business, which has been 
serving the paint and coating industry since 1973.

‘It’s the continued support we receive from our loyal and 
growing customer base that’s made the move to our new 
premises a viable reality,’ explains managing director, Giles 
Hoare.

‘The new facility provides us with three times the floor space, 
which will help us to achieve our goals for future growth and 
improved customer service. It has also enabled us to develop a 
bespoke production area,’ adds Mr Hoare.

Although paint shop consumables and spray equipment have 
become a significant part of the company’s business, Ultrimax 
is primarily a manufacturer of protective coatings and high-
performance industrial paint systems. 

In addition to its own-branded products, the company is also 
a distributor of Jotun Protective Coating products and has long-
term partnering relationships with the likes of 3M, Mirka and 
Devilbiss. 

As well as a new production area, the increased storage space 
now at its disposal allows Ultrimax to hold large quantities of 
stock lines ready for immediate dispatch.

Acquired in 2019 by Filtermist International, the Gallito 
brand itself was also established over 40 years ago. All Gallito 
equipment continues to be produced at the company’s 
manufacturing facility near Wetherby in West Yorkshire and the 
equipment supplied for Ultrimax’s new premises was installed by 
Gallito engineers.

The scope of supply included bespoke fume extraction hoods, 
a paint kitchen, dismantling and re-installation of a bench 
booth that Gallito had previously installed at the old premises, 
along with design and installation of all internal and external 
ductwork. 

A major consideration for the system design was the fact that 
extraction ductwork would not be permitted to exit directly 
through the roof of the building.

Drawing on the extraction system design and installation 
expertise available within the Filtermist organisation, the 
ductwork was configured to exit through the back wall of the 
building, with vertical stacks neatly installed in a very narrow 
space to the rear and topped off with Swedish cowls. 

Internally, the key feature of the installation is a custom-
designed twin extraction hood, with a central dividing wall.

At over 5m in length and almost 2.5m deep, the completed 
structure covers a working area of approximately 13m2 and 
provides a working height of 2.3m. 

The hooded construction effectively comprises two rows of 
five individual hoods, manufactured from folded galvanised 
steel panels and each connected to the main 560mm diameter 
extraction ductwork. 

Fumes are drawn from the main duct by an internally-sited, 
ATEX-rated centrifugal fan and expelled to atmosphere via the 
external ductwork stacks.

This large unit is divided vertically by a galvanised steel wall to 
create two identical, adjacent work areas; allowing concurrent 
production of different coatings with no cross-contamination. 

Each side of the dividing wall provides fume extraction for a 
number of production processes and the work area is illuminated 
with integral fluorescent lighting. Transparent PVC strip curtains 
at each end of the unit allow clear visibility around the entire 
working area. 

Gallito paint kitchens are designed to provide a safe 
environment for storing, mixing, thinning 
and blending paints and are individually 
manufactured to meet customers’ specific 
needs. 

In order to minimise VOC emissions, 
Ultrimax actively works on reducing the 
use of solvents in their products.

‘For more demanding situations, Gallito 
Paint Kitchens can be double-skinned 
and insulated but, at Ultrimax, a single-
skin, galvanised steel panel construction 
was sufficient for their needs,’ explains 
Filtermist’s sales engineer, Mike Lodge.

‘We laser cut and fold the steel sheet to 
ensure accurate alignment of the finished 
panels and an airtight seal is achieved by 
the simple application of sealant during 
construction,’ adds Mr Lodge.

Clean air enters the room by way of 
an inlet filter in the ceiling and a roof-
mounted extraction fan completes a full 
air change every minute; with extracted 
air being discharged to atmosphere via 
dedicated ductwork. 

Internally, the Gallito unit is fitted with 
500mm deep steel workbenches along each 
side, leaving a central work area, which is 
accessible from either end via self-closing, 
double-skinned and glazed doors. 

A further bespoke extraction hood was 
installed above a section of standard work 
bench to remove any noxious emissions 
resulting from the charging of aerosol 
containers. 

The hood is 800mm deep 
and covers a 2.4m length of 
the worktop. The open front 
face is 1.2m high and clear 
strip curtaining again provides 
good visibility, as well as 
offering some protection to 
the work area. 

The project at Ultrimax’s new 
facility was completed with 
the installation of a 1500mm 
wide Gallito dry filter bench-
type spray booth that had been 
dismantled and transported 
from the old building. 

Gallito engineers installed 
the re-built booth and 
configured new extraction 
ductwork to discharge at the 
rear of the building.

Gallito is a Filtermist brand 
and part of the Absolent 

Group, which operates globally, through subsidiary companies, 
manufacturing products for collecting oil mist, oil smoke and 
dust within almost all industrial sectors and enjoys an excellent 
reputation throughout the UK.

ALL FITTED OUT FOR 
FUME EXTRACTION

For further information tel Gallito on 01952 290500, 
Visit www.filtermist.co.uk
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BRUNEL Construction Centre in Huddersfield, part of 
Kirklees College, specialises in construction-based courses, 
such as plumbing, bricklaying, carpentry and joinery. 

Kirklees College’s woodworking department inherited an 
impressive array of industrial machinery from the previous 
tenants and has since invested heavily, installing new 
woodworking equipment, including spindle moulders, planers 
and a state-of-the-art five-head moulder.

In order to further improve the facility, Extraction Solutions 
was invited to survey the workshop, with the intention of 
replacing its aging extraction unit with a new, energy-efficient, 
ATEX-compliant installation. 

The existing system was installed before the ATEX regulations 
came into Law in 2003 and the duct system has since been 
heavily modified, resulting in low efficiency and reduced dust 
capture.

‘After a discussion with Daniel and Peter from Kirklees College, 
it was clear that only a percentage of the machines would operate 
at any one time, with students intermittently using machines 
throughout their projects,’ explains ESL’s design engineer, James 
Parkes.

‘By correctly sizing the duct system it enables us to use dampers 
to select between two or more machines, which has the added 
benefit of reducing the plant size. 

‘We coupled the fan with a smart inverter, which constantly 
optimises the fan speed depending on the required duty,’ adds 
Mr Parkes.

During normal operation this could 
save the college over 7kW/hr, greatly 
reducing running costs and offering 
flexibility throughout the system.

Extraction Solutions aimed to keep 
the system as simple as possible to 
prevent any potential disruption to 
students’ education and opted to install 
a modern NFPZ3000 3HJ filter unit 
complete with reverse air regeneration 
fans for cleaning the patented anti-static 
superbags.

This type of filter delivers extracted 
waste directly into bins, which is 
then collected by local farmers and 
equestrians for use as animal bedding.

Both filter and fan comply with 
current ATEX regulations, with the 
filter utilising explosion relief doors to 
safely vent any flame or pressure wave. 

The fan includes both temperature and 

vibration sensing to reduce any potential risk by shutting down 
the fan before it reaches the ignition temperature.

Kirklees College spared no expense in protecting students, 
opting to include a CARZ isolation back-flap, which is an ATEX 
recommendation always offered by ESL. 

This device prevents pressure and flame travelling back 
upstream through the ductwork into the workshop, protecting 
students and staff in the unlikely event of an explosion in the 
filter.

Integrating the new system into the workshop came with 
certain challenges. With a ceiling height of only a few metres 
and 20 machines to connect, the main duct routes needed to be 
designed without being overbearing, or intrusive.

‘This had to be undertaken carefully so as not to create an 
oppressive appearance in the workshop, so we opted to split 
down main ducts to serve only a few machines each. Our 
excellent team of installation engineers ensured that ducts were 
installed as close to the ceiling as possible,’ says James.

 ‘Extraction Solutions recently completed the installation of a 
replacement wood extraction plant at our Brunel Construction 
Centre in Huddersfield. From start to finish, the project was 
designed, installed and commissioned seamlessly, to budget and 
on programme. The systems represented good value for money, 
with the tender being the lowest of the three prices returned,’ says 
head of estates and facilities, Daniel Bedford.

‘The design of the new dust extraction plant has created 
additional space externally, whilst the operating noise levels and 
energy consumption are significantly lower than the previous 

dust extraction plant. The Extraction Solutions team, both on-
site and in the initial stages of the project, were professional and 
informative. I would recommend Extraction Solutions for any 
manner of similar projects,’ concludes Mr Bedford.

EXTRACTION SOLUTIONS GOES 
BACK TO THE CLASSROOM

For further information tel Extraction Solutions on  
01909 772969. Visit www.extraction-solutions.co.uk

AS PART of continued expansion, driven by strong sales, 
CNC machinery specialist, CNC World needed to develop the 
company’s demonstration area. CNC World provides CNC 
routers, plasmas, water-jet cutters and lasers.

As the enlarged demonstration fleet required effective 
extraction and material control, CNC World approached 
Fercell to define the ideal ventilation solution to suit the needs 
of the new demonstration area. 

Fercell’s brief was to provide comprehensive ventilation 
systems for the router, plasma and laser cutters, at the same 
time ensuring optimum extraction, when demonstrating the 
CNC equipment, with various materials.
CNC router ventilation

Acting as a stand-alone product, a CNC cutter will create a 
great deal of fine dust, which may not be immediately visible. 
However, in order to comply with safety standards, this must 
be controlled and removed.

 By installing the correct ventilation system, companies can 
take control of hazardous materials and issues that could 
develop from working in an environment with concentrations 
of dust and fumes.

For the dust side one of Fercell’s UF dust extraction unit was a 
perfect solution; its large collection capacity and generous filter 
make it an adaptable and economical solution. 

Great for commercial applications, its increased filtration 
capacity for high concentrations of dust suited the brief. 

Any waste material discharged directly into dust collection 
sacks can be easily released and locked back into place, 
ensuring minimum downtime. 
Joining forces

Furthermore, this has led to a partnership between CNC 

World and Fercell to offer the ventilation equipment as a 
package option, delivering the customer the complete concept 
from one place. 

Along, with the work on their demonstration area, Fercell 
has already successfully installed one of its F-Series ventilation 
system for a CNC World customer.  

The F-Series is a popular choice for operations which need to 
extract dust and vapour at the source, as the compact design of 
the series is ideal for smaller operations.
Creating value from waste

Although, the conversation was concentrated around 
the ventilation for the CNC demonstration area, it 
soon became clear to CNC World that they could 
provide their clients and would-be customers with an 
even better product offering.

Fercell operates two divisions, one specialising 
in ventilation systems and the other in recycling 
solutions. The two often go hand in hand, as is the 
case with CNC World, where Fercell was able to 
offer a complete suite of products to achieve circular 
manufacturing, including waste wood shredding, 
briquette press and biomass heater.

Key components for the solution consisted of a 
Weima Ultra 60 shredder, WEIMA C140 briquette 
press and an efficient CS-200 wood-burning space 
heater.

The use of CNC machinery will often result in 
wood waste from offcuts. Over time this can add up 
and cause excess wood waste. Disposal of wood can 
become costly, whilst there is an initial investment 
cost to briquette production, it delivers a number of 

long-term benefits.. You have the option to use the briquettes 
to reduce your heating costs or they can be sold on to create 
extra revenue. 
It’s a Process

Fercell’s service does not stop upon the delivery the company’s 
complete service package includes supply, installation, training, 
servicing and LEV testing. 

Fercell has been successfully delivering complete industrial 
recycling and size reduction systems and industrial ventilation 
equipment for nearly 5 years.

FERCELL PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE VENTILATION

For further information tel Fercell on 01622 791414. 
Visit www.fercell.com
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For further information tel Space-Plug on 
07901 553290. Visit www.space-plug.com

SPACE-PLUG is undoubtedly the fixing of 
choice for fitting furniture, but did you realise 
it can save hundreds of acres of board!! 

With Space-Plugs in the box, why have gables 
reach the wall? After all, we don’t have the gables 
meet the floor, since we included the adjustable 
leg. 

Save the board for the manufacturer and hours 
of scribing and handling for the fitter … edge-
banding stays intact and there is never a need to 
cut round a pipe again! 

Chris Sharp Cabinets Ltd has made the change 
and are ahead of the game…  

‘Space-Plug AFS has 
definitely been a move in the 
right direction for us. We 
adopted the idea about 18 
months ago, it’s been a great 
success and we’re very happy 
to sing its praises,’ says 
operations director at Chis 
Sharp Cabinets Ltd, Paul 
Kettleborough.

‘The saving in material 
means that we get far more 
parts from jumbo sheets and 
because of that, profitability 
has really increased. 

‘When we deliver to site, 
the units go straight into 
place. That really reduces 
handling.

‘Our fitters, who weren’t 
sure at first, are now over 
the moon with the flexibility 
and freedom it gives them. 

‘Our clients have given us 
some great feed-back - and 
if they’re happy, we’re happy. 

‘From our guarantees 
point of view, confidence is 
even higher knowing edge-
banding never gets cut away 
and the unit always stays 
fully sealed. 

‘Its great news that it’s made in Britain and 
that is something we pride ourselves on. We 
will definitely be customers for the foreseeable 
future. 

‘All in all, it’s a great product and a great 
idea. We wish Space-Plug every success, with 
a simple, but massively effective bit of kit,’ 
concludes Paul Kettleborough.  

SPACE-PLUG SAVES TIME
BEST OF THE YEAR 2020 REVIEW

CALIBRE 
Tooling is now 
established as 
one of the UK’s 
leading specialist 
router tooling 
suppliers, and 
the company 
is pleased to 
release its latest 
catalogue.

With a close 
working 
relationship 
with tooling 
manufacturer, Ful 
of Italy, Calibre 
can supply 
high-quality 
tooling through 
its established 
network of 
professional 
distributors – 
giving a next-day 
delivery service. 

Calibre/Ful specialises in solid carbide spiral 
tooling and drills, which include a high-
performance range of solid carbide drill bits 
and a comprehensive range of TCT router 
cutters and profile tooling.

Heavy-duty replacement tip tooling 
designed for panel sizing features strongly 
in the product range, as does a series of 
dedicated spiral tools for door production. 

Additions to the catalogue are long-series 
solid carbide drills, which are ideal for deep 
drilling into soft and hard woods and a range 

of drills featuring high tolerance shanks, 
designed to be used in collet chuck systems.

These drills can be run at 8000-10,000rpm, 
which gives scope for higher drill feed rates 
and improved finish and production times.

The new catalogue can be downloaded from 
Calibre’s website, from which a hard copy can 
also be requested.

TOOLING OF THE 
 HIGHEST CALIBRE

For further information tel Calibre Tooling 
on 01707 386111.  
Visit www.calibretooling.co.uk
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MAKITA UK has launched a new and improved collection 
of belts and pouches to its extensive and popular range of 
accessories. The newly designed range makes it even easier 
for tradespeople to safely and easily store and transport their 
tools and accessories. 

The collection includes belts, braces, pouches, holders, bags, 
cases, gear and equipment – all of which offer the durability 
and reliability needed for everyday use.

It is important for tradespeople to have easy access to their 
tools wherever they are on-site to ensure that they are equipped 
for the job in hand. 

Makita’s new and improved range of belts, bags and pouches 
means that users can safely and securely transport tools to and 
from the van and around the work area. Each product in the 
range has been designed for longevity and durability, as well as 
for ease of use and comfort. 

With over 40 products in the range, Makita has a solution to 
suit every task; the pouches and holsters are available in a range 
of designs, depending on the end use. Each has the benefit of 
anti-slip technology, which is used on all friction points and 
pocket edges to tightly grip tools, stopping them from sliding 
around and keeping them securely in place to help prevent 
accidental falls. This is also ideal for those working in awkward 
positions, where they need both hands free. 

Due to its rigidity, anti-slip technology also helps to extend 
the lifespan of the item by allowing it to retain its shape. All 
belts and pouches are inclusive of 3L Technology, a unique 
three-layer combination of polyesters and foam, to provide 

additional cushioning and improve user comfort.
For ease of use, Makita’s innovative strap belt system allows 

users to effortlessly connect Makita belts, or shoulder straps to 
pouches, holders, bags and cases for trouble free carrying. 

The belt loop holders (which are compatible with all Makita 
work belts) can also be used to hang anything with a carabiner 
- their light weight, flexibility and strength make them suitable 
for carrying a wide range of products. 

In addition, a heavy load support system has been 
incorporated into products, such as the ultimate padded braces, 
which work by distributing the weight between the waist and 
shoulders to reduce hip and lower back pain – thereby reducing 
fatigue on these areas and allowing users to continue to work in 
comfort for longer.  

In order to store tools easily, almost all of Makita’s bags, 
pouches and holders include elastic loops that can be used to 
organise tools and essential items, keeping them secure during 
transportation. 

In addition, the innovative tool loops system, which is 
available in the new tool cases, allows the user to store 
numerous tools without having to make any adjustments. The 
system can hold a wide variety of tools thanks to a combination 
of loop sizes, with a single, or twin row formation to maximise 
capacity. 

Makita’s new tool cases also give users the flexibility to 
customise the internal compartments using the new rail guide 
system – providing the most perfect combination of plastic side 

rails and light separating walls that it is possible to achieve.
In order to complete the range, Makita has also launched a 

range of handy additional accessories – including smartphone 
holders, flasks, a work vest with adjustable pockets, knee pads, 
a guide rail protective holder, lunch bags and a thermal mug,’ 
says assistant product manager, Lyndsey Bailey. 

‘Makita has designed each product with its end user in 
mind and has introduced a number of new technologies and 
innovative features to guarantee suitability. These fantastic new 
products offer users increased comfort, ease of use, flexibility 
and reliability,’ she concludes.

INTRODUCING MAKITA’S THIRD 
GENERATION OF ACCESSORIES

For further information tel Makita on 01908 211678. 
Visit: www.makitauk.com

NEW software from Hexagon’s Manufacturing Intelligence 
division enables cabinet makers and fitters to efficiently meet 
growing global demand for sleek and modern handle-less 
cabinetry. 

Building on 37 years of successful use by global woodworkers, 
the software has now been re-structured to make it easier and 
more cost effective for cabinet makers to start small and grow by 
only using the functionality they need.

Especially popular in Australia and Europe, the streamlined look 
and feel of handle-less cabinetry can be a significant challenge to 
produce efficiently using traditional construction methods. In the 
absence of handles or knobs, handle-less cabinets must be built 
with recessed channels to ensure that doors and drawers are easy 
to open. 

Designed to help woodworkers transition quickly from design 

to production, the Cabinet Vision 2021 design-to-manufacturing 
suite simplifies the process of constructing handle-less (also 
known as shadowline) cabinets for any job. 

This new capability is now available to all Cabinet Vision users, 
helping woodworkers respond to the current design trend, 
whilst remaining competitive and better able to retain and win 
business.

Cabinet-door production comprises a significant portion of 
cabinetry work and many cabinet shops maintain libraries of 
thousands of cabinet-door styles, making the task of finding and 
re-using door designs frustrating and time consuming. 

In response to this common challenge, a new Door Manager has 
been introduced. This enables users to manage all activities related 
to door production efficiently by maintaining a dynamic door 
database.  

Hexagon has re-structured its 
software, so that customers can 
build the design-to-manufacturing 
solution they need to meet the 
immediate demands of their 
business, eliminate the purchase of 
functions that are not required and 
to achieve significant cost savings. 

Users begin by choosing to 
specialize in either cabinets, or 
closets, which ensures that they 
receive the industry-specific tools 
needed for taking projects from 
engineering through to production. 
They can then build highly 
customised solutions by adding 
the tools they need to fulfil their 
broader business needs. Dubbed 
“multipliers,” these tools build 
upon, or multiply, the power of the 

core industry tools used in the business.
‘We have re-imagined our suite to make it easier for new cabinet 

makers to get started and larger manufacturers to grow efficiently. 
When starting out, a new shop owner can simply pay for the core 
production elements they need, then build those capabilities, as 
they diversify and grow,’ says product manager for Cabinet Vision, 
Chip Martin.

‘Meanwhile, larger sites can simply provide access to their staff 
based on their role – for example CAD drawings, or 3D rendered 
walkthroughs for their design and salespeople,’ continues Mr 
Martin.

‘We’re putting customers’ needs first, so that new and established 
businesses benefit equally from access to our high quality tools 
and new capabilities, such as the updated door manager and 
shadowline support,’ says Mr Martin.

Available multipliers include xRendering, which offers photo-
realistic rendering capabilities essential for sales opportunities 
and presentations and xMachining, which includes the Screen-to-
MachineTM solution used to produce the NC code that programs 
machines for production. 

Using Screen-to-Machine, NC code is generated for completed 
project designs with a few clicks of a mouse and that code is sent to 
the CNC machinery that will cut the parts.

The new software architecture is of significant benefit for users 
in need of two, or more licenses. The flexibility to build custom 
solutions is especially helpful if two, or more employees use the 
software for different functions and acquiring identical licenses 
would not be cost effective. 

For further information tel Cabinet Vision on 01189 
756084.  Visit www.cabinetvision.com

HEXAGON SOFTWARE HELPS WOODWORKERS 
DELIVER DESIGNER HANDLELESS CABINETS 

AND HELPS THEM ADAPT TO THE FUTURE
Software suite makes it easier for anyone to produce cabinets with shadowline finishes, streamlines door production and grows with woodworkers’ needs.
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