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FORMED UK has recently celebrated 50 
years of serving the kitchen, bedroom &  
bathroom industries.

In 1971 Formed launched with a customer 
centric approach at its heart. From the early 
days, the objectives have emphasised customer 
value and driving industry standards. Over the 
past 50 years, the company has continued to 
strengthen its position in the industry.

Since 2004, Formed has launched its own 
innovative products to market, including the 
Slyder drawer system.

It has also forged exclusive partnerships 
with manufacturers, with the result that the  
company had to relocate to a bigger head office 
and distribution facility in Lincoln.

‘The past 50 years have brought many 
exciting challenges. We couldn’t have done it 
without the team,’ says sales director, Terry 
Haughton.

‘It’s our values that drive the team daily that 
have led us to where we are now. We focus on 
being agile in an ever-changing market place 

and reacting to market and customer needs,’ 
adds Mr Haughton.

‘All of these key values have been part of our 
ethos from the start and driven us to where we 
are today,’ he adds.

Today, the company is firmly focused on the 
future and continues to invest in product 
research and development, facility 
improvements and staff development.

In order to further support its customers, the 
company has expanded the team in key areas 
of the business.

The sales team has grown, so customers in 
the South-East and South Wales now have a 
 dedicated point of contact. Plans are in place 
to further grow the account management team.

Formed prides itself on being solutions 
driven. This has led to the company appointing 
a product designer to the team to focus on the 
research and development of innovative new 
products for the KBB industry.

‘We have plans over the coming months and 
years to invest to further 
grow the team, develop 
products and expand 
the premises,’ concludes 
managing director, Bruce 
Haughton.

Formed has many exciting 
products and services 
coming very soon - so watch 
this space!

FORMED UK - 
AGILE, PASSIONATE & 
SOLUTIONS DRIVEN

For further information 
tel Formed UK on  
01522 551414.  
Visit www.formed-uk.com

ANDY Morgan has been appointed as the new area sales manager for 
leading woodworking machinery manufacturer, Weinig UK. Andy will be 
responsible for Weinig UK machinery sales in the Midlands.

With over 20 years’ experience as a bench joiner and woodworking 
machinist – and, more recently, as a trainer for the woodworking industry 
– Andy’s interest in bespoke joinery and carpentry, combined with his 
comprehensive knowledge 
and technical understanding 
of woodworking machinery, 
makes him the ideal person to 
strengthen sales and develop 
key relationships with new 
and existing customers in his 
area.

‘I firmly believe in Weinig’s 
product and service offering, 
because I’ve experienced it 
first-hand. This was a huge 
driving force behind my 
decision to work for Weinig 
and I’m excited to be working 
for a company that is so well 
respected in the woodworking 
industry,’ says Andy.

WEINIG’S NEW AREA 
SALES MANAGERNEW for 2021, the Altendorf Hand Guard model 

features an optical system that protects people, 
machines and materials. 

The early detection system features two cameras. When 
the Altendorf Hand Guard 
detects the user approaching 
the saw blade, it retracts it 
away in the blink of an eye. 

The machine is undamaged 
and ready for immediate use 
once again. The detection 
system works for all materials 
and even knows when the 
operator is wearing gloves. 

Altendorf ’s Hand Guard 
recognises potential risks 
based on special AI hand 
detection software long before 
an accident can occur.

In the event of any threat 
to fingers, or hands, the saw 

blade retracts within a quarter of a second underneath 
the work bench.

For more on safety systems, please turn to Pages 14-16 
of this issue.

SAFETY FIRST

The Altendorf Hand Guard 
model features an optical 
system which protects people, 
machines and materials.
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For further information tel Kal Sandhu on 07384 810271, 
or Derrick Gray on 07384 810106.  
Visit www.edgingsuppliesltd.co.uk

BASED in Malvern in Worcestershire, Edging Supplies was 
set up by Kal Sandhu and Derrick Gray in July 2018 to supply 
the furniture manufacturing industry with edge-banding and 
ancillary products.

With over 25 years involvement in this market and a 
widespread customer base built up over that time, Kal and 
Derrick are well placed, especially with such a robust supplier 
base behind them.

Edging Supplies’ prime partner is TECE based in Turkey. 
TECE was established in 1987 and is a major producer and 
supplier of edge-banding. TECE has supported the company 
since Kal and Derrick set the wheels in motion. 

With TECE and its other suppliers, Edging Supplies is set 
fair to provide a high standard of service and support to its 
customer base. 

‘Our ethos of quality, service and reliability is closely aligned 
with our suppliers in this ever-demanding world,’ says Kal.

‘We have a comprehensive range of edge-bandings and 
ancillary products in stock at our warehouse in Malvern. There 
are over 400 product lines comprising 2,000,000-plus metres of 
edge-banding - all available on a next day delivery,’ says Kal.

Customer orders can be over the telephone, by email, 
WhatsApp messaging and via the website as an enquiry. If 
received prior to the carrier collection times, the orders will be 
despatched on a next day service. Deliveries can be arranged 
on a timed delivery, or the standard next day service.

For special colours, Edging Supplies can match from an 
extensive selection held in the office, or arrange a colour 
match directly from TECE. This can be undertaken within two 
weeks, with production and delivery being about four weeks 
from the point of order. 

Edging Supplies holds a range of products, from ABS, PVC, 
Melamine and veneer edge-bandings, ancillary products, 
such as self-adhesive cover caps, repair waxes, edge-bander 
adhesives and panel cleaners.

‘Moving forward, we have plans to expand our warehousing 
capacity on its existing site in line with our projected growth 
over the next three years. This will help us to increase both 
our stock range and quantities held in Malvern for express 
availability to our customers across the country,’ says Kal 
Sandhu.

TRUSTED NAMES AND TOP 
INTERNATIONAL SUPPLIER  

BEHIND MALVERN EDGING FIRM

Kal Sandhu                                      Derrick Gray
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 MARTIN T12 - THE PERFECT SPINDLE CUTTER

The Martin T12 spindle 
moulder is the perfect 
spindle cutter for a wide 
variety of applications.

BEAUTIFUL interiors always start with excellent design. At 
Langstaff-Ellis Ltd of Chinnor in Oxfordshire, the company’s 
designers work with its customers to create stunning spaces 
which really work in everyday life. 

Clients are offered photo-quality, 3D renders, so that they 
are able to see the finished design before anything is cut in the 
workshop. 

The large offices and workshops operated by Langstaff-Ellis are 
packed full of the latest technology, which is used right from the 
design stage to the final production.

The company’s designers use the very latest software, which 
programs the CNC machinery - at the same time as providing 
clients with detailed drawings for their approval.

Once a project is in production, CNC machinery and highly 
skilled craftsmen and women combine to create work to the 
highest of standards. 

With the company’s ongoing investment in its production 
facilities, Langstaff-Ellis is able to offer work of the highest 
possible specification.

Customer service is at the heart of the business. At Langstaff-
Ellis it is understood that the key to a successful project is a 
positive and enjoyable relationship with clients, which is why 
a dedicated, creative and positive team has been created - all of 
whom work with clients to create their ideal kitchen space.

Langstaff Ellis does not have restricted ranges, colours or 
ironmongery. Instead, clients are free to choose absolutely 
anything they desire. The company’s design creativity works well 
with all manner of kitchen styles ranging from traditional Shaker 
to Modern, or contemporary furniture. 

The workshop team is formed by a group of highly skilled 
and knowledgeable cabinet-makers – all of whom can boast 
many years of experience in the use of modern CNC automated 
woodworking machinery and equipment.

The workshop features the very best 
in terms of modern woodworking 
machinery all of which is sourced 
from industry giants, such as the 
renowned German manufacturer, 
Martin.

One recent addition to the 
Langstaff-Ellis workshop has been a 
Martin T12 spindle moulder, which 
has now been in operation at the 
company’s Oxfordshire premises for 
just over a year.

Although compact in terms of 
design, the T12 offers a number of 
premium features as standard. These 
include a heavy composite frame 
to ensure maximum stability, along 
with a 5.7in TFT colour touchscreen 
control unit. This is positioned 
economically at eye level and helps 
reduce set-up times markedly.

From this unit the operator can easily set the required height 
of the spindle and when additional optional accessories are 
included, the cutting depth and the cut (infeed jaw) can also be 
set and controlled.

In addition, the tool data memory provides the facility to store 
up to 500 different tools, automatically recalling the spindle 
height position, speed and other program data for the particular 
tool selected.

A consistent moulded surface cannot simply be ordained. 
However, it is so simple with the Martin T12, which features 
a highly functional, but easy-to-use control system and offers 
excellent value-for-money.

Other standard features include a precision fence assembly with 
hand-wheel adjustment 
and digital display in the 
control unit, an electronic 
soft braking device for 
the spindle motor and 
the “Dornfix” quick shaft 
change system.

On request, the HSK 
tool change system can be 
specified, thus allowing the 
flexibility of having tools 
that are interchangeable 
with many CNC machining 
centres. 

Other options include 
motorised positioning of 
the fence assembly, variable 
spindle speeds and sliding 
tables.

Motorised positioning of the fence enables all the settings to 
be made comfortably and accurately via the control unit. The 
fence settings can be approached with pinpoint accuracy owing 
to reproducibility of +/- 0.025mm, which is extremely high for 
a compact-class machine. Even critical settings, for example, for 
counter profiles, can be precisely positioned.

The positioning of the right-hand fence jaw via hand-wheel is 
displayed on the control unit with a high degree of accuracy. 

The electronically recorded position of the fence jaw can also 
be saved in the controller and quickly accessed when needed. 
The incremental movement is also easily possible owning to the 
integration in the controller.

The table extensions are executed in cast iron on both sides and 
connected to the machine table completely without a transition. 
The stable, extendable support provides support at the front, thus 
facilitating the processing of larger components.

The fence opening should be closed as much as possible, so that 
the work piece can be safely guided and slide along the fence. 
Both are provided by the tried and tested integral fence.

The bars of the jaws consist of hard-coated aluminium and can 
be easily folded in position, released and also varied in height. 
The bar cassettes can also be removed effortlessly, allowing the 
operator to work with a wooden insert.

In short, the T12 is an ideal spindle moulder for any joinery 
workshop. With its individual customisation options, it 
represents the perfect spindle cutter for a wide variety of 
applications.

For further information tel Martin on  
00 49 8332 9110. Visit www.martin.info

BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW...     BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW..
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FOR many types of wood processing, not only the quality, but 
also the machining direction and the chip removal often play 
an important role.

Conventional tools offer the basic conditions, but are not 
always very user-friendly and rarely achieve the desired 
machining results.

However, the universally applicable HeliCut-System from 
Leitz offers the perfect solution for different materials. This 
offers significantly more advantages in terms of quality, 
efficiency and sustainability.

The advantages of its use include tear-free machining results, 
quick and easy knife changing and long tool life.
Leitz HeliCut System

Leitz’s HeliCut-System is acclaimed as being universally 
applicable - at the same time as offering perfect results.

Other advantages include individual tool design, three cutting 
edge qualities and diameters ranging from 30mm - 450mm. 
This tooling is suitable for table milling machines, CNC 
machining centres and specialist joinery machines and can be 
used for processing solid wood and wood-derived plastics.

Standard sized tooling is available ex stock and special sizes 
are available at short notice.
Leitz’s Minifinger jointing cutters

Leitz’s Minifinger jointing cutters are ideal for secure 
connections and provide robust and high profile accuracy. 

The strength of finger joints is influenced by many different 
factors, such as tool, machine, adhesive or material. Therefore, 
it is important to co-ordinate all these factors. 

Only in this way can exactly fitting finger joints be produced 
reliably and the ideal tooling solution can be provided by the 
use of Minifinger cutters from Leitz.

Among the advantages of using these cutters are the facts 
that they produce high profile accuracy for easy handling 
and that  they are robust and long-lasting compared to other 
tooling systems.

What are the benefits? Exact mini finger joints are produced 
with less reworking and fewer rejects, robust tool design, easy 
handling and long tool life.

Leitz mini finger jointing cutters are renowned for their 
robust and high profile accuracy. They offer application-
specific profile design and and they are re-sharpenable for 
multiple use. 

They are suitable for all conventional mini finger systems 
and applicable for use with both softwoods and hardwoods. 
Standard cutters are available ex stock, with special production 
types available at short notice.
Leitz Variplan Integral planing cutter heads

Leitz’s Variplan Integral planing cutter heads offer pre and 
finishing planing in a single processing operation - thus helping 
to save money and protect the Environment.

The increasing use of knotted timber or wood with irregular 
fibres can require complex processing concepts. A special pre 
machining, followed by a separate finish cutting is usually 
unavoidable.

With the VariPlan Plus Integral planing cutterhead, Leitz 
offers a tooling system which combines the pre machining and 
finishing steps by using both corrugated and smooth cutting 
edges. Thus, the tool is especially suitable for machines with 
only one spindle per processing side.

Benefits include pre and finishing processing in one working 
operation,no requirement for adjustment, short set-up times 
and a perfect finish quality every time.

These cutterheads are three time re-grindable and are 
ideal for the processing of soft and hard wood, also timber 
containing knots, or fibre lines which is otherwise difficult 
to machine.

Leitz also offers re-sharpening and tool repair. Tools like 
new - this is the philosophy of maximum tool life and perfect 
machining quality throughout the entire life cycle of Leitz 
products. Here the Leitz tooling service plays a decisive role.

Taking into account the highest quality standards, Leitz is able 
to regrind tools of every kind and every manufacturer and to 
supply them in manufacturer quality to the customer.

As far as quality is concerned, “Your success is in good 
hands” according to Leitz, with uniform service and quality 
standards worldwide.

Leitz offers absolute precision throughout the whole service 
process, with handling always being undertaken by qualified 
Leitz personnel and complete service process documentation. 
More than 120 locations globally offer Leitz service in original 
manufacturer quality.

For further information tel Leitz on 01279  454 530.  
Visit www.leitz.org.

HELICUT-SYSTEM FROM LEITz 
OFFERS THE PERFECT SOLUTION

Leith also offers re-sharpening and tool repair. 
Tools like new - this is the philosophy of 
maximum tool life.

Leitz’s Variplan Integral planing cutter heads offer pre and 
finishing planing in a single processing operation.

Leitz’s HeliCut-System offers perfect results.

Leitz’s Minifinger jointing cutters provide robust and high 
profile accuracy. 

BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW...     BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW..
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RUSSELL Hutton has been creating beautiful, bespoke furniture in 
Sheffield for over 20 years. 

Specialising in kitchens, the company also offers furniture for 
bedrooms and for whole house projects. 

As part of the company’s ongoing work to upgrade its workshop 
and achieve even higher standards, Russell Hutton purchased a 
Woodwelder and matrix table from Alan Lamont of Lamont in 
November 2019. 

‘We were wanting to speed up the processing of doors in 
particular,’ explains managing director, Matthew Hutton. 

‘Before we purchased the clamping table, we were using manual 
clamps, which took up a great deal of space and their operation was 
very time consuming,’ says Mr Hutton.

‘We carried out all the necessary research into what tables were on 
the market and Alan’s option was the one that we ended up pushing 
on with,’ he adds.

There were several reasons behind this decision, but key was “the 
service side and the fact that they made the product to suit our 
requirements”. 

‘We wanted it to be of a reasonable size and some of the other 
offerings didn’t have the flexibility that Alan gave for the more 
bespoke side of our business,’ continues Matthew Hutton.

‘We had the support gantry for the RF gun to be able to suspend it 
above the work to make it more accessible. The fences were made to 
accommodate our doors,’ adds Mr Hutton.

The Woodwelder can cure in minutes glue that may previously 
have taken hours to dry, saving in terms of both space and 
time. It and the matrix table are part of an overall programme 
of modernisation, with the next step, the spray system, being a 
consequence of the efficiency of the Woodwelder and matrix table: 

‘The quicker we make things, the quicker we need to finish!’ 
proclaims Mr Hutton. 

Plans are also in hand to upgrade the saw system and to install 
a more economical heating system. Matthew emphasised the 
importance of bringing staff on board as new machinery and 
equipment is brought in:

‘As a business owner, you will want to make it work: staff do not 
always see that and they think that the way they have been doing it is 
fine! You do need to encourage a change of process. 

‘However, once the staff buy into the concept of the machine and 
once you get used to using it, it is much quicker and well worth the 
investment,’ adds Mr Hutton.

The Woodwelder and matrix table are mainly used for doors … 
doors of all sizes. 

‘Before we received the new equipment, we were building doors 
oversize and then cutting them down afterwards. With how square 
the doors are coming out, we are now more confident to build them 
to more accurate sizes, so we spend less time cutting to size after 
the clamping process. It does save time and makes the process more 
efficient.

‘We always strive for perfection - that is the aim to achieve!’ 
proclaims Mr Hutton.

The improvement in quality and the time saving in not having to 

rework the doors helps Russell Hutton achieve this aim. 
Asked if he would recommend the company and the equipment, 

he replied: 
‘Yes, I would. Alan and his engineer who installed the equipment 

were very helpful, they visited us before we made the purchase: they 
wanted to make sure the system would work for us.’ 

Reflecting on doing business in the COVID-19 era, Matthew 
added: 

‘COVID-19 has been a strange one: with the first lockdown the 
whole thought was “What is going to happen now?” but once we got 
over the initial part, luckily we had a good volume of work on the 
order books. 

‘Then as we re-opened the showroom and workshop, we have been 
incredibly busy and we continue to pick up orders from people who 
are getting on with projects they may not have had time for before: 
things are really starting to come to fruition and we have got a very 
healthy outlook for the first half of 2021!’ he concludes.

SPECIALISING IN KITCHENS WITH THE HELP 
OF A MATRIX TABLE AND A WOODWELDER 

SUPPLIED BY ALAN LAMONT

For further information tel Alan Lamont on
07785 268 992. Visit www.clampingmachines.co.uk
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For further information tel Mawera 
on 01543 258844.  
Visit www.mawera.co.uk

SPECIALIST IN THE PROVISION OF
BIOMASS BOILERS & POWER PLANTS

THE global energy situation is 
characterised by limited natural 
Mawera wood combustion systems 
– innovative wood-firing systems up 
to 8,000kW gas and oil reserves as 
consumption increases. 

In addition, increasing CO2 
emissions heat the earth’s atmosphere 
and thus lead to climate change.

 This forces a responsible use of 
existing resources and requires more 
efficiency and the increased use of 
renewable energies.

Biomass plays a unique role here. It 
provides most renewable energy, is 
steadily available and, unlike wind and 
solar power, it can be stored and used 
as needed.

 Wood as a fuel remains cost-effective 
in unpredictable energy prices, burns 
CO2 neutral and, in conjunction with 
sustainable forestry, helps implement 
environmental and economic goals.

As a specialist for biomass boilers 
and power plants in the power 
range up to 8,000kW, Mawera 
Holzfeuerungsanlagen GmbH is one 
of the leading full-service providers in 
this industry. 

Mawera Holzfeuerungsanlagen 
focuses on the conception and 
implementation of biomass plants for 
industrial, commercial and municipal 
customers.

 With an export share of around 

88 per cent of sales, the company is 
internationally orientated, with more 
than 5,000 plants in operation in 
Europe alone.

 Mawera Holzfeuerungsanlagen 
was founded in 1975 as Mawera and 
currently employs around 120 people 
in Austria.

 From boilers through to fuel delivery 
systems and exhaust gas cleaning, all 
wood fuels are suitable.

 Essential features include the 
different firing systems, which are 
individually planned for each project 
and tailored to the customer’s needs.

 Depending on the heat demand, 
hot water, steam, or thermal boilers 
are available. Mawera supplies the 
tailor-made systems turnkey and also 
provides the necessary accessories.

 Services such as conception and 
assembly, organisation emission 
measurements and the renovation of 
old plants complete the offer.

 As the leading international supplier 
of biomass heating technology systems, 
the Mawera company offers a complete 
program for all energy source and 
performance ranges.
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For further information tel Felder on 01908 635000.  
Visit www.felder-group.com.

PALAMATIC is a leading supplier in the UK of vacuum lifters 
to the woodworking industry. Palamatic’s aim is always to 
use its expertise to provide user-friendly equipment that aids 
the work process and eliminates Health and Safety risks to 
operators when handling wood product.

A Palamatic vacuum tube lifter uses a single power medium – 
vacuum – to grip and lift heavy or awkward loads. An electrical 
vacuum pump (or vacuum ejector pump) creates a vacuum 
level when a suction pad, or gripping device is placed on an 
object load. The resulting low pressure makes the tube contract 
vertically and the object load is lifted. 

The operator controls the vacuum flow using a simple, finger-
touch operating valve, making the work physically easier and 

safer. Increasing the vacuum draws air out of the tube and the 
load is lifted.

Palamatic recently supplied two door blank lifting systems to 
Wulf Protective, based in Bradford. The company’s management 
team boasts 30 years’ experience within the fire door and 
construction industries.

‘Established during the Covid-19 pandemic, Wulf is made up 
of a diverse bunch. We pull together the very best of our range 
of experience to deliver the highest standard of end-to-end 
service possible. We are committed to becoming the leading 

manufacturer of both high-quality doors and door sets,’ says 
managing director, Sohan Panesar.

Palamatic was contacted by fire door process and fabrication 
manager, Mark Dunn, whose role also includes looking after 
Wulf ’s shop floor personnel. The equipment was required to load 
more than 50 door blanks weighing up to a maximum of 80kg 
daily on to a beam saw and CNC system.

‘Used by many leading manufacturers, Palamatic was the 
obvious choice when it came to building our workshop fit to 
manufacture high-quality doors and fire doors. The decision 
to purchase the lifting systems was based on several factors,’ 
explains Mark. 

‘The safety of our employees is our priority and the lifting 
equipment removes the physical lifting strain of every day 
processes. The equipment also allowed for increased production 
quantity. The operators are very happy with the improvement 
they have witnessed since the lifters have arrived,’ says Mark.

The Palamatic team works hard to form strong relationships 
with its customers within the woodworking and construction 
industries.

‘Palamatic has been very helpful, reactive and any questions 
have been answered promptly,’ says Mark. 

‘We now have a great working relationship with Palamatic – our 
purchased lifting equipment has made light work of the materials 
we process daily at our production facility,’ he adds.

Palamatic has a 22,000ft² factory based in Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 
so is well placed to visit customer sites and for customers to send 
samples to test prior to having a vacuum tube lifter manufactured. 
The company also has a skilled field engineering team to install the 
system and makes visits to train operators.

Systems supplied can be designed 
to handle fire doors, panel doors, 
furniture, staircases, planks, timber 
sections, laminate surfaces and 
cabinets. Customers often require 
rotation of boards through 90 
deg, or 180 deg for loading and 
unloading purposes. 

Due to the high demand on 
lifting systems in the woodworking 
industry, customers are 
recommended to take up a service 
contract to ensure that their systems 
are kept in good working order.

PALAMATIC - THE OBVIOUS CHOICE FOR 
WULF PROTECTIVE’S VACUUM LIFTERS

THE Felder Group has developed and patented a 
completely glue pot-free system for PUR edge-banding, 
which is set to take the market by storm.

Users will no longer have to grapple with the issues of glue 
pot maintenance and PUR storage, as the PUR is provided 
on a tape - exactly the same as the edging itself. The GlueBox 
attaches a thin PUR tape between edge and work piece and 
fuses the two components together almost invisibly.

The GlueBox system is initially available on the Format 

4 Tempora F600 edge-bander and offers an impressive 
specification to suit every customer’s requirement. Edge-
banding material from 0.4mm - 3mm can be applied to work 
piece heights of 8mm - 40mm with a feed speed of 10m/min.

The PUR tape is initially available in a number of different 
lengths and for various workpiece heights and, used with the 
Format 4 Tempora F600, is ready to go in 90 seconds. 

No tools are needed and no messy maintenance procedures 
are required. Actual user comparisons show cost savings of 

up to 70 per cent against systems using PUR cartridge glue 
jet, as opposed to the more conventional and standard use of 
glue pot PUR granules.

The Felder Group is currently performing live on-line 
demonstrations, which are available to be viewed by all 
potential customers.

FELDER GROUP HAS REVOLUTIONISED PUR 
EDGE-BANDING WITH LAUNCH OF GLUEBOX

The Felder Group has developed and patented a completely glue pot-free system for PUR edge-banding, which is set to take the market by storm and the GlueBox system is initially being made 
available on the Format 4 Tempora F600 edge-bander as seen here.

For further information tel 
Palamatic on 01246 452054. 
Visit www.palamatic.com
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HISTORICALLY IMA (Germany) and Schelling (Austria) 
have always been close players in the industry.

The two companies have worked under a network umbrella 
for many years until some six years ago when Schelling 
Anlagenbau of Austria purchased IMA in Germany to form the 
IMA Schelling Group. 

Since that time, the IMA 
Schelling Group (or ISG, as 
it is commonly known) has 
been busy on a global basis 
to consolidate the separate 
IMA and Schelling companies 
into one company to show a 
united front to all customers 
and to present itself as a 
single group. 

The company is therefore 
pleased to announce the 
merger of IMA Klessmann 
UK and Schelling UK Ltd 
into a single company with 
its new base being located in 
Wetherby in West Yorkshire. 
The new company name is 
IMA Schelling UK Ltd.

As well as the Schelling 
cut-to-size saws and 
complimentary equipment 
available available from the 
head office in Wetherby, the 
company is pleased to be 
joined by the world renowned 

manufacturers of throughfeed single- and double-sided IMA 
Combima edge-banding machines running at up to 120m/
min feed speed, together with the world famous IMA BIMA 
range of CNC machining centres (both with and without edge-
banding and finishing facilities). The company also designs and 
manufactures the IMAGIC range of throughfeed point-to-point 

drilling and dowel insertion machines.
IMA UK and Schelling UK service engineers are all factory 

trained, with experience in mechanical, electrical and electronic 
fault diagnostics. 

All routine maintenance, machine repairs and servicing can be 
carried out without the expensive costs commonly associated 
with the employment of overseas engineers.

In the interim, both companies will be run side by side 
to ensure continuity of business for its customers and will 
immediately start trading as IMA Schelling UK Ltd.

Customers and suppliers are assured that it is “business 
as usual” and there will be no change to either the support 
received, or the customer service experience from both IMA 
Klessmann UK and Schelling UK.

All the contact numbers etc, will remain the same through this 
transition period and any changes will be announced in due 
course. 

However, readers should note the new email address info.uk@
imaschelling.com

Managing director of IMA Schelling UK Ltd will be Markus 
Freuis, who has been part of the Schelling business in the UK 
since 1999. 

Andy Howell and Ashley Cooper (formally of IMA UK Ltd) 
remain on hand with their experience and expertise to support 
the newly merged businesses

Here’s to a very exciting and prosperous future. 

   IMA KLESSMANN UK LTD AND     SCHELLING UK TO BECOME ONE

For further information tel. IMA Schelling UK on  
01937 586340.  Visit www.schelling-solutions.co.uk  or 
Email: sales.uk@imaschelling.com

DUTCH company, Motexion Equipment has invested more 
than £50,000 in a bespoke dust extraction system from 
Wood Waste Control (Engineering) Ltd for its new plant 
within the Vauxhall commercial vehicle factory at Luton.

The company produces internal wooden panels for lining 
commercial vehicle payload areas and previously shipped 
UK requirements in from its factory in the Netherlands.  
However, last year it installed two large CNC routers within 
the Luton plant to enable it produce all the panels required for 
the Vauxhall, Opel and Peugeot vans manufactured there.

‘Having spoken at length with three dust extraction 
specialists we chose Wood Waste Control, who were 
extremely helpful in discussing possibilities, benefits and 
possible difficulties.  They seemed to be the most committed 
to finding the solution we wanted,’ says Motexion operations 
manager, Paul Brooks.

Wood Waste Control is one of the UK’s leading dust 
extraction and heating equipment specialists for the 
woodworking industry. It designs, manufactures, installs 
and commissions solutions from simple stand-alone bagging 
units through to complex integrated extraction and heating 
systems.

For Motexion it specified, designed, manufactured and 

installed a system based around its WFS 13-2J Modular filter 
with 22kW main fan and 1000 rotary valve unit, mounted 
on a purpose-made steel structure and discharging into a 
Reinbold RB100 briquetter press.

The briquetter produces wood waste pellets and provides a 
convenient easy-to-handle way of moving the waste offsite, 
where it is then sent for recycling.

‘The installation went very well. The system has been 
designed to have plenty of spare capacity, so it will be able to 
cope if and when we install a third CNC machine,’ says Mr 
Brooks.

Wood Waste Control provides a broad range of well-proven 
shredders, including horizontal grinders and briquetting 
machine for all applications. 

In addition, Wood Waste Control’s range of manual and 
automatic warm air models are capable of burning a wide 
range of wood fuels automatically, as well as accepting hand-
loaded offcuts, for installations where a heater is possible.  

WOOD WASTE CONTROL EXTRACTION 
SYSTEM CLEANS UP AT MOTEXION PLANT  

IN VAUXHALL’S LUTON FACTORY

For further information tel Wood Waste Control 
Engineering on 01628 525290.  
Visit www.woodwastecontrol.co.uk
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For further information tel Felder on 01908 635000. Visit www.felder-group.com.

SCHELLING - claimed to be the most 
experienced saw manufacturer in the world 
boasting a history which spans over a century 
is best known for its fh4 cut-to-size automated 
wood panel saw. 

It is ideal for both demanding craftsmen 
and for those just starting up with industrial 
production. It unifies Schelling’s complete 
know-how and typical quality characteristics.

Precision and consistently accurate cutting 
combine with automation and optimised 
processes to deliver a high degree of 
productivity. The first six months of the year 

2021 have witnessed the first installations in 
the UK of the well-built, highly versatile and 
affordable Elephant lifter - a new product 
line which Schelling has recently added to its 
portfolio.

Earlier this year the company launched its 
new website featuring all the different product 
lines from Schelling UK, including cut-to size 
saws, shredders, extraction systems and storage 
systems.

PERFECT 
SOLUTIONS 

Schelling’s well built and highly versatile Elephant lifters can be viewed at the company’s impressive 
showrooms in West Yorkshire.

For further information tel IMA Schelling UK on 01937 586340.  
Visit www.schelling-solutions.co.uk Email:sales.uk@imaschelling.com

VOLUME 
REDUCTION 

SPECIALISTS

For further information tel IMA Schelling UK on 01937 586340.  
Visit www.schelling-solutions.co.uk Email: sales.uk@imaschelling.com

 For further information tel Makita on 
01908 211678. Visit www.makitauk.com

MAKITA has re-launched its popular 
product demonstrations of its 40VMax and 
80VMax XGT power tool range. 

 Professionals are now able to arrange 
COVID-Secure appointments locally with 
an experienced Makita team member to get 
the most out of its wide range of cordless 
power equipment. 

Demonstrations are available for either its 
40VMax or 80VMax XGT ranges, with both 
offering guidance on tool and accessory 
selection, as well as hands-on testing.

 With many people considering the change 
from petrol engine machines to cordless 
equivalents, this is a perfect opportunity for 
contractors to see first-hand how the range 

performs in the working environment.
 XGT

Launched in 2020, the 40VMax and 
80VMax XGT system of cordless tools 
have been designed to offer the power and 
performance needed to tackle high-demand 
applications without compromising battery 
run times. 

With extensions to the range coming 
in 2021, these cordless tools are the most 
durable and powerful of the Makita line-up 
that are available to test. 

GET HANDS ON 
WITH MAKITA

BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW...     BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW..

READY TO GO IN 
JUST 90 SECONDS

The Felder Group has developed and patented a completely glue pot-free system for PUR 
edge-banding, which is set to take the market by storm. 

THE Felder Group has developed a new glue pot-free system for PUR edge-banding in 
which the PUR is provided on a tape - exactly the same as the edging itself. 

The GlueBox attaches a thin PUR tape between edge and workpiece and fuses the two 
components together almost invisibly.

It is initially available on the Format 4 Tempora F600 edge-bander (illustrated). Edge-banding 
material from 0.4mm - 3mm can be applied to workpiece heights of 8-40mm with a feed speed 
of 10m/min.

The PUR tape is initially available in a number of different lengths and for various workpiece 
heights and, used with the Format 4 Tempora F600, is ready to go in 90 seconds. No tools are 
needed and no messy maintenance procedures are required. 

IMA Schelling UK Ltd 
is the only genuine UK 
trading partner for Votecs 
– the renowned volume 
reduction technology 
specialists, famed for the 
manufacture of robust 
shredders.

IMA Schelling will only 
partner up with the highest 
quality manufacturers and 
Votecs shredders have, over 
the years, been installed 
in trade and industrial 
operations for the 
economical processing of 
wood waste and the waste 
from many other materials.

The machines are 
characterised by their 
robust technology and, 
consequently, their reliable 
operation.



INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING 11december 2021

To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INdUSTrIAL WOOdWOrKING ANd PANeL PrOceSSING

SPACE-PLUG NOW GOES TRICOLOUR

For further information tel Space-Plug on 07901 553290. Visit www.space-plug.com

SPACE-PLUG has now launched five new lines to 
the company’s offering! 

“Original Orange” the colour so instantly 
recognisable as the, “Handy Orange Doofer” 
remains, but has been joined by two new colours in 
the range, a “Brilliant White” and “Brilliant Black” 
for anywhere this diverse product can help! 

This provides a fast, simple and professional 
solution for all kinds of furniture and all kinds of 
situations, to just about any tradesman.

Cliff Petit, Space-Plug’s inventor and former fitter 
is delighted. 

‘A great relationship with our new manufacturer, 
“Masona Plastics”, based in Whitesmith East 
Sussex, means that we can now perform small 
production runs in just about any colour we 
choose!’ says Cliff.

‘Adding both black and white plugs to the range 
means that Space-Plug’s appeal becomes even 
wider now you can purchase appropriate colours 
for fixings that might remain slightly visible,’ adds 
Cliff. 

Both Space-Plug sizes, Regular for 30-50mm gaps 
and XL for 45-80mm gaps, are available now on 
Amazon in various guises to suit all needs.

‘We have a mixed size bag of 4+4 in both black 
and white, as well as bags of 25 available,’ says Cliff.

‘We’re also here and happy to help! Anybody who 
requires a bespoke volume is very welcome to get 
in touch with us via Space-Plug.com and we’ll do 
our utmost to meet their requirements,’ says Cliff.

Space-Plug can now help all kinds of trades and 
tradesmen will adore the simplicity of this diverse 
adjustable spacer fixing.

However, it’s not limited to indoor use. Space-Plug is great for use outdoors too!
‘I’ve been asked so many times for the new colours but, until now, production runs up have 

been prohibitive.
‘I’m delighted that they have now arrived and even more people can benefit from Space-Plug 

simplicity,’ says Cliff.
Users are urged to spread the word about this super handy, independent and British-made 

product to friends and colleagues. Space-Plug products are available on Amazon today!

BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW...     BEST OF THE YEAR 2021 REVIEW..
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    2021 HAS PROVEN TO BE    YET ANOTHER EXTREMELY  
POSITIVE YEAR FOR ITALIAN    MANUFACTURER, SALVAMAC

FOR Salvamac, which recently celebrated its birthday, 
it is time to make an assessment of a long and intense 
industrial history. 

Salvamac is a company that seizes every opportunity to 
grow and to promote itself to the would-be purchaser of 
woodworking machinery, whilst still appreciating the need 
to look for a new “social approach” in terms of its marketing 
strategy.

‘After a record-breaking 2019 and 2020 that ended 
with the recording of extraordinary growth, we did not 

expect to achieve anything like the same results in 2021,’ 
says Christian Salvador, commenting on the company’s 
preliminary balance and the data of the multi-national 
group, which specialises in the production of woodworking 
machinery and of which he is a co-owner.

‘We continued along the path we had set ourselves, 
working to consolidate our presence in many different 
markets, to forge new opportunities and to develop new 
markets in countries where we are less known,’ says 
Christian. 

‘The results speak for themselves, allowing the company 
to close an important three-year period, during which we 
have accompanied the growth in turnover and the number 
of machines manufactured with a “fine-tuning” of the 
company’s internal organisation.

‘Selling more machines requires producing more,  
providing more and more certainties in terms of service. The 
ability to guarantee continuity and quality in terms of our 
relationship with customers and resellers is paramount as far 
as we are concerned.

‘In Europe, this growth was made possible by the 
acquisition of new market shares, to which was added the 
consolidation of Salvamac’s presence in the UK - a market 
with important results in recent years and which, this year 
– thanks also to the commitment to a deep-rooted “on-site” 
presence – has allowed Salvamac to have the edge.

‘Our sector is becoming less and less profitable and, 
in turn, is requiring greater levels of investment and an 
originality that I feel is sometimes missing,’ says Christian. 

‘Everyone is talking about innovation; originality is a 
different concept; it means being different not only in 
terms of the product, but also in terms of dealing with our 
customers. 

‘It is essential that we view the business not only as coated 
steel with a few electronic circuits and some cables, but 
by placing people ahead of everything - something that is 
perceived less and less. And, in my opinion, in the future, 
human relationships and sustainability will need to have 
a far greater importance than in the past,’ says Christian 
Salvador.
Wood Cutting with 3S - Solid, Simple & Safe

‘The ethical message which we need to put across is 
apparent in the details. The use of Salvamac optimising 
saws, such as the SalvaPush 2000, help to promote the idea 
of sustainability, because it saves 5-15 per cent of the raw 
materials being used.

‘The employment of one of these saws also makes work 
easier and safer for the operator, minimising the time 
needed to load and unload, or mark the wood, at the same 
time reducing the amount of strain on the operator, who can 
be moved to more complicated tasks,’ explains Christian.

‘Furthermore, the recent evolution in the entry level range 
of semi-automatic cutting saws combined with the Salvastop 
100 device has made it possible to achieve incredible results,’ 
says Salvamac’s co-owner, Ziemowit Dolkowski.

‘We have done our best to make our machines even 
easier to operate and to make the optimisation of wood an 
essential part of the process for maximising quality and 
affordability,’ continues Ziemowit Dolkowski.

’The software used by Salvamac is made by the company 
itself and will allow the manufacturer to continue to develop 
it further in the future, allowing constant implementations 
that favour the best integration of our saws with the 
upstream and downstream phases,’ continues Ziemowit 
Dolkowski.

‘Many manufacturers are in the habit of producing 
machinery to which the purchaser must adapt, but our 
philosophy means that customers can operate their 
machinery in their own particular way and are not forced to 
adapt to the machine,’ continues Ziemowit.
Salvamac Air & Painting - Another Step Forward

Thanks to Salvamac’s realisation of the need to offer a 
range of complementary products, over the past 30 years 
the company has continued to expand with new high 
quality products with which it is increasing its share of 
the market. Such complimentary items include filters and 
dust extraction systems and painting booths suitable for 
companies large and small.

All indicators are growing, confirming the validity of the strategies adopted to cope 
with the economic and structural changes that have occurred in many markets.

Salvamac’s factory premises where much of its woodworking machinery is produced.

Salvamac co-owners, Ziemowit Dolkowski (left) and Christian Salvador (right).
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    2021 HAS PROVEN TO BE    YET ANOTHER EXTREMELY  
POSITIVE YEAR FOR ITALIAN    MANUFACTURER, SALVAMAC

For further information email Christian Salvador at 
christian@salvamac.com Visit www.salvamac.com

This shredder from Salvamac is part of the Italian company’s 
range of specialist equipment for the woodworking industry.

Salvamac’s Compact Plus. 

The Salvapush 2000 cross-cutting saw is claimed to save 5-15 
per cent of the raw materials being used.

The Salvapush 2000 cross-cutting saw.

On all Salvamac products the quality is in the finished detail.

Salvamac’s Air & Painting Division’s new building.

Christian Salvador (left) with head of Salvamac’s air & painting division, Marco Trasente. The production line for Salvamac’s range of cross-cut saws.

The Salvamac Air & Painting Division saw tremendous 
growth in 2021, with the move to a new, larger building 
measuring 2,500m2.

‘We now have much more space to increase our production 
and our stock. We are also investing in new technologies, 
such as in a new production system, which includes a new, 
very powerful laser cutting machine and a folding line 
with fully automatic loading and unloading,’ says head of 
division, Marco Trasente.

‘Salvamac’s most recent projects and products confirm 
the Italian company’s success in dust extraction systems - 
particularly the hi-tech extractors of the SuperDep series. 
These special filters are designed and manufactured using 

the latest technology available. They constitute a very 
special group of filters. They occupy very little space and are 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor use and are extremely 
functional in terms of extracting dust and wood chips,’ 
continues Marco Trasente.
The Near Future: The People at the Centre

‘I am very pleased to have enjoyed over 20 years’ 
experience in the business,’ says Christian Salvador.

‘At Salvamac, we strongly believe in fostering human 
relationships; each customer is not a serial number, but 
a person with a name and somebody who has there own 
individual requirements,’ he adds.

‘They must be satisified and completely happy with our 

machines in order to be able to smile. The customer must be 
at the centre of everything we do.

‘We always hold our head up high and accept responsibility 
for everything we do. We have to believe in everything 
we do. One should always think like a giant, multi-
national company but, at the same time, it is of paramount 
importance to have the necessary agility to move quickly 
with the times.

Over the next few months, Salvamac has some incredible 
news. Watch this space!



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING14 december 2021

SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST

WITH help from the woodworking industry, the Health & 
Safety Executive (HSE) has produced an information sheet 
providing advice for users on the safeguarding and safe use of 
horizontal and vertical panel saws – both of which can cause 
serious accidents.
Horizontal beam panel saws

Horizontal beam saws are travelling rise and fall cross-cut saws, 
which operate with a table. They can be either “stand-alone”, 
or part of a production line, together with other types of panel 
finishing machinery.

The panel can be loaded and unloaded manually, or by means 
of a powered panel handling device, such as one featuring 
vacuum clamping. A panel turning device may also be fitted.

The panels are positioned for the cut either by hand, or 
mechanically by means of a panel pusher mechanism, or 
other equipment. Once positioned, the panel is clamped to the 
machine table by a power-operated beam before cutting begins.

The cut is made by a travelling circular saw blade, which rises 
automatically from a slot in the table. After completing a power-
driven cutting stroke, the saw retracts and returns to the starting 

position. A scoring saw usually precedes the travelling saw blade.
A power-operated side pressure device, positioned between the 

beam and the sectional safety curtain can be used to push the 
panel against the fence for right-angled cuts.
Dangers

Individual makes of beam panel saws will have their own 
characteristics. These should all be considered when identifying 
the hazards and assessing the risks. However, the following 
hazards will exist on all machines:
.  Being cut by the saw blade; during its free travel between packs 
of material; as it rises up from beneath the saw table, or when it is 
in the end housings, or before it has stopped.
.  Being trapped between the beam and panels, or table: by the panel 
feed mechanism and fixed parts of the machine; by various prime 
movers; by transmission machinery, or by other dangerous parts.
Braking

The saw spindles should be fitted with an automatic brake, 
which stops the saw in less than 90 seconds (where the un-
braked run-down time exceeds 90 seconds).

Guarding
Saw blade when in the rest position

Access to the saw blade when the saw unit is in the rest position 
should be prevented by fixed guards. Any gaps, or openings in 
them must meet the requirements of BS EN ISO 13857: 2008 for 
reach distances.

If access is required for maintenance and servicing, such as 
blade changing, then…
.  where the run-down time does not exceed 10 seconds, the 
access door (fixed guard) must have a movable interlocked guard 
and…
.  where run-down time is more than 10 seconds, then the 
movable interlocked guard must have an additional spring 
applied/power released guard locking device.
Saw blade in the cutting area

A sectional safety curtain made from rise and fall blocks, or 
fingers should be positioned as close as possible to the front edge 
of the beam.

A second safety curtain should also be fitted at the rear edge 
of the beam, if access is possible and has not been prevented by 
fixed, or interlocking guards.

The safety curtain should be linked to the cycle of the machine, 
so that it is fully lowered and prevents access to the cutting path 
of the saw before the beam descends.

The width of each block, or finger within the safety curtain 
should be no more than 50mm. This is to reduce the gap at either 
end of the pack of material being cut. The fingers should be 
rigid enough to prevent access and strong enough to withstand 
normal service. 

The safety curtain should cover the full cutting width and meet 
the other requirements detailed in BS EN 1870-13:2007.
Pressure beam

Access to the crushing and trapping zone caused when the 
pressure beam descends should be prevented by a trip bar. This 
must be rigid (not a wire, or rope) and extend over the full length 
of the pressure beam. Once the trip bar is operated, it should:
.  first cause the saw blade to retract back beneath the table and…
.  then stop and reverse the downward movement of the pressure 
beam before the distance between the beam and the machine 
table is less than 12mm.

The trip bar should operate under fairly light pressure (not 
more than 50 N).

If access from the rear of the machine has not been prevented, 
then a second trip bar must also be fitted at the rear side of the 
pressure beam.

Where necessary, fixed guards should prevent access to the 
beam and saw at either end of the trip bar and safety curtain. 
They should also prevent access over the top of the trip bar and 
safety curtain to the leading edge of the beam.
Safeguarding the rear of the machine

Access to any danger point, such as the pressure beam, or panel 
pusher at the rear of the machine, should be prevented. 

This can be either fixed distance guarding, or individual safe 
guards at each danger point, such as the pressure beam, or panel 
pusher at the rear of the machine. should be prevented.

This can be by either fixed distance guarding, or individual 
safeguards at each danger point that meet the requirements of BS 
EN 1870-13:2007.

If a fixed distance guard is used, it must be at least 1,600mm 
in height and must extend to a within a maximum distance of 
300mm from the floor level, unless distance guards are mounted 
on the machine frame and access to danger from below the 
machine table has been prevented.

Any access doors to the enclosure should be interlocked with all 
movements that could cause danger, ie the saw blade, or panel 
pusher. 
Panel handling equipment

Access to the crushing zone between the pressure beam, when 
in its rest position and the forward movement of the panel 
pusher should be prevented either by:
.  interlocking the forward movement with the safety curtain, so 
that movement is only possible when the safety curtains is in its 
guard position, or…
.  limiting the amount of forward movement, so that there is 
always a 50mm gap between beam and pusher.

If an external panel turning device is fitted, then access to 
the crushing zone should be prevented by having hold-to-run 
controls located outside of the crushing zone.

SAFETY FIRST WITH HORIzONTAL 
BEAM AND VERTICAL PANEL 
SAWS – ADVICE FROM HSE
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For further information  
visit www.hse.gov.uk/woodworking/

SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST

For further information tel Felder on 01908 635000.  
Visit www.felder-group.com/en-gb/pcs.

SERIOUS accidents on a sliding table panel saw are a thing 
of the past. Every woodworker has 10 good reasons at their 
fingertips not to compromise when it comes to working 
safety. 

PCS, from the Felder Group’s forge of innovations, prevents 
serious accidents before they happen and guarantees dexterity 
and full hand-shake quality for life!

PCS revolutionises safety solutions for sliding table panel 
saws. The worldwide only system that uses the saw blade as 
the sensor to recognise human tissue within the danger zone 
in just a few milliseconds. 

In the case of danger, the saw blade automatically drops 
under the table at extremely high speed without causing any 
damage. 

The method based on 
the electro-magnetic 
repulsion principle 
enables a never-before 
achieved, ultra-fast 
reaction time. 

The security 
environment 
surrounds the entire 
saw blade and protects 
against unexpected, 
fast approaches from 
any direction. After 
triggering, the sliding 
table panel saw is 
immediately ready for 
use again. 

There are no 
consumable costs, or 
costs for any external 
energy sources. PCS 
does not require any 

additional maintenance and cleaning schedules. 
PCS does not use external sensors, or video systems and is 

therefore unaffected by dust and dirt. 
Indispensable in everyday work: PCS also works when 

making groove cuts, or during cutting with the overhead saw 
guard swung out and allows safe working close to the saw 
blade.

The PCS safety innovation is currently available on request 
as standard equipment with the Format4 sliding table panel 
saw kappa 550 and in addition to existing standard safety 
devices. 
• PCS detects accident hazards before contact with the saw blade.
• PCS eliminates the hazardous situation in milliseconds.
• PCS is 100 per cent safe against damage to machine and saw blade.
• PCS allows safe operation close to the saw blade.
• PCS supports groove cuts.
• PCS is ready to be used again at the push of a button.
• PCS requires no additional maintenance and cleaning cycles.
• PCS works without additional external sources of energy and 
without external sensors, or video systems.
• PCS is resistant to dust and dirt.

IN SAFE HANDS WITH PCS
PCS Preventative Contact System - the fastest non-contact triggering safety device in the world today.

If a pushing out device is fitted, access to crushing and shearing 
points should be prevented by the requirements detailed in BS 
EN 1870-13:2007.

If there is a powered panel loading device, it should have fixed 
distance guarding at least 1,600mm in height that extends to 
within a maximum distance of 300mm from floor level.

Any gaps in it must meet the requirements of BS EN 13857:2008.
The opening for loading a panel stack should be safeguarded by 

a trip device. This should be an active opto-electronic protective 
device (AOPD – light barrier) that meets with the requirements 
of EN 61496-1:2004 and those detailed in BS EN 1870-13:2007.
Vertical panel saws

Vertical panels saws, commonly known as wall saws (Figure 
2), cut the panels on a vertical work surface. This design has the 
advantages of reducing the space required and makes material 
handling easier.

Most machines can cut automatically, or they can be manually 
drawn across the panel by the operator. 

When used in the automatic mode, the operator should take 
care that hands do not enter the danger zone. 

The saw has the ability to accurately cut both horizontally and 
vertically, as the head cab rotate 90 deg.
Dangers

Vertical panel saws are thought by the industry to be safe 
machines, but when not used correctly, can cause serious 
injuries, such as finger and hand amputations. Inexperienced 
operators have accidentally touched the saw blade when they:

. have pushed the panel towards the saw rather than bringing the 
saw to the panel...
. have had to hold panels, because they were either below the 
safe minimum cutting size, or were bowed, or irregularly shaped 
and…
. were unaware that there was an operating saw blade within the 
enclosed guard.

These dangers should be covered during training on the 
machines.
Guarding and safety devices
Ejection

In order to minimise the risk of ejection, vertical panel saws 
must be fitted with a riving knife that meets the requirements 
detailed in BS EN 1870-14:2007.
Safeguarding the saw blade

The saw blade is enclosed by a combination of a fixed guard 
and a self-closing guard (See Figure 3).

During cutting, the self-closing guard retracts when it makes 
contact with the panel and the saw blade then projects through 
a slot. The slot lining must be made from either a plastic, or light 
alloy. These guards also form part of the dust extraction system.
Workpiece supports and guides

For the panel to be stable when being cut, it must rest on a 
vertical support that has a minimum angle of 5 deg from the 
vertical.

The low-level support has bottom rollers to assist in moving 
large panels. The mid-level support is used for cutting smaller 

items and is positioned at an easier level for handling.
The mid-level support must be designed so that it can be held 

in its “rest” position when not being used and only being folded 
out when required. Both mid- and low-level supports have a 
support stop.

In order to prevent the panel from slipping off the support, 
there should be a lip, or other protrusion of at least 5mm. 

If there are rollers fitted, there must be no gaps between them, 
except where necessary for the saw unit to pass below them.

Some vertical panel saws also have a workpiece clamp at the top 
of the support (See Figure 4) to assist in holding large panels.

Any part of the panel-supporting structure that can be hit by 
the blade must be made from either a wood-based material, 
plastic, or a light alloy.
Braking

An automatic brake should stop the saw in less than 10 seconds – 
the same requirement as for a traditional dimension (panel) saw.
Emergency stops

The emergency stop should be located with the normal start 
and stop controls on the front side of the main control panel (See 
Figure 2).

If the saw has an integrated feed, there must be an additional 
emergency stop located at each end of the machine frame. There 
should also be an emergency stop on any auxiliary control panel.
Safeguarding the rear of the machine

Access from the rear of the machine to the saw blade, or any of 
the moving parts is prevented by filling in the rear frame. Any 
gaps must meet the requirements of the reach distances in BS EN 
ISO 13857:2008.
Maintenance and safe system of work

Both types of panel saws and their safety devices should have a 
system of inspection and maintenance by a suitably trained person.

The safety devices should be checked at the beginning of each 
shift, as well as at appropriate intervals. This will depend on the 
amount of use and the manufacturer’s recommendations.

All users of both types of panel saws should have received 
adequate training.

If anyone has to enter a potentially hazardous area for 
maintenance purposes, adjustments, or the removal of off-cuts, 
then the machine should be effectively isolated.

By following these detailed safety guidelines users of 
horizontal beam and vertical panel saws can be assured 
that they are operating them in the safest possible manner. 
Accidents cannot always be avoided but, by taking extra 
precautions, it is possible to minimise the risks involved in 
operating one of these pieces of woodworking machinery.

Follow these guidelines as set out by the HSE and you can be 
sure to create a much safer working environment for yourself 
and for the people you employ as machinery operators.
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SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST... SAFETY FIRST

OVER 900,000 occupational accidents took place in Germany 
in 2019. In all 16 per cent of them occurred in the metal and 
wood processing industries. 

In turn, 1 per cent of these accidents involved circular saws. 
This equates to one accident per day involving a circular saw.

Hand Guard has succeeded in providing the leading 
international innovation for circular saw safety systems. 

The globally unique, patented Hand Guard early warning 
system is fitted with two camera systems. This optical system 
is claimed to be the only one of its kind on the market and 
represents an industry breakthrough in terms of technical 
safety, using artificial intelligence (AI) for hand detection. 

Hand Guard recognises potential risks based on special AI 
hand detection software long before an accident can occur. 

In the event of an acute threat to fingers or hands, the saw 
blade quickly retracts within a quarter of a second underneath 
the workbench. 

In doing so, Hand Guard offers maximum protection for 
users prior to a tangible risk, or even injury. 

‘After more than three years of research and development 
work, we are extremely proud and delighted to be awarded 
such a ground-breaking prize,’ reports head of research and 
development at Altendorf, Karl-Friedrich Schröder.

‘For us, Hand Guard plays a key part in significantly 
improving safety at work for our customers and is testament to 

the work we do,’ says Karl-Friedrich Schröder.
The prize was awarded in October as part of a hybrid prize 

ceremony at the International Congress on Occupational 
Health and Safety in Düsseldorf. 

The award was accepted by Karl-Friedrich Schröder and 
manager of research and development, Julia Pohle on behalf of 
the entire project team and was awarded by State Secretary at 
the Hessian Ministry of Social Affairs and Integration, Anne 
Janz.

‘The Altendorf company has represented technological 
progress since its formation. We are thrilled that both our 
customers and the expert panel appreciate the great innovative 
capacity of Hand Guard,’ explains Julia Pohle. 

‘Out of 176 applicants, we came out on top,’ she adds.
The Joint German Occupational Safety and Health Strategy 

(GDA) created this important prize. In the GDA, the Federal 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, the Commission for 
Occupational Safety and Health of the Lander Authorities 
and the German Social accident Insurance combine their 
activities with regard to occupational safety. Together, the 
partners develop work place safety goals based on occupational 
requirements.

HAND GUARD WINS COVETED GERMAN 
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AWARD 2021

The award was accepted by Karl-Friedrich Schröder and 
manager of research and development, Julia Pohle on 
behalf of the entire project team and was awarded by  State 
Secretary at the Hessian Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Integration, Anne Janz.

For further information tel Altendorf on 00 49 571 95500. 
Visit www.altendorf.com



INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING 17december 2021

To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INdUSTrIAL WOOdWOrKING ANd PANeL PrOceSSING



To find all the latest news online go to www.industrialwoodworking.co.uk •                   Email us at: bill.willowe@gmail.com
INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING AND PANEL PROCESSING18 december 2021Individual copies are priced at £3.00 each, Published by industrial Woodworking & Panel Processing Flat No 4929, PO Box 6945 London W1A 6US Telephone 01797 208059. Email bill.willowe@gmail.com. Typesetting by Pronto Imprenta, Ronda de las Buganvillas, Local 17B 04621 Vera, Almeria, Spain. Printed in colour by Walstead Grange Ltd, Butts Road, Southwick, West Sussex, BN42 4EJ.  All rights reserved.  

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recorded, or otherwise without the prior permission of Industrial Woodworking & Panel Processing. The magazine contains editorial photographs provided by and paid for by suppliers.

For further information tel Makita on 01908 211678.  
Visit: www.makitauk.com

MAKITA UK has expanded its accessories range with two 
new radios. The DMR301 and MR007G are the perfect job 
site companions. 

As well as outstanding output, they have also been designed to 
withstand tough site conditions.

Even better still, the DMR301 can be used to charge Makita’s 
LXT and CXT batteries for added on site efficiency.
 DMR301 Bluetooth DAB/DAB+ Job Site Radio

 The new DMR301 DAB/DAB+ Job Site Radio is compatible 
with both LXT and CXT batteries and is the first job site radio 
in Makita’s line-up to offer battery charging (when powered by 
the mains using an AC adaptor).

 Thanks to its dual power functionality, professionals can 
use the same LXT, or CXT batteries to power their tools and 
accessories on site, as well as keeping batteries charged across 
the working day to maximise efficiency.

 Furthermore, the DMR301 can also wirelessly 
connect to mobile devices (within a range of 10m) 
via Bluetooth and features two USB output ports 
for charging mobile phones. 

In order to ensure that it can withstand tough job 
site conditions, the DMR301 is dust and shower 
proof (IP64 rated). It includes elastomer bumpers 
and metal pipes for added durability. The swivel 
mount, soft bend antenna also minimises breakage 
and/or loss.

 When powered using a 6.0Ah 18V LXT battery, 
the DMR301 will run for over 24 hours for 
entertainment all day long and for those looking 
to unwind at the end of the working day, the 
DMR301 is even equipped with a built-in bottle 
opener.
MR007GZ02 DAB/DAB+ Job Site Radio

 The MR007G DAB/DAB+ radio is now available 
in a special edition red finish. The MR007G is 
compatible with Makita’s LXT, XGT and CXT 
batteries and can also be mains powered using an 
AC adaptor jack. 

This radio is ideal for use on construction sites, 
as it is dust and shower proof (IP65 rated) and it 
includes elastomer bumpers.

 The MR007G can be wirelessly linked to mobile 
devices (within a radius of 10m) via Bluetooth and 
includes a USB port for charging mobile devices 
on site.

‘At Makita, we are dedicated to offering tradespeople a wide 
range of products that make working on site easier, safer and 
with these new products - more enjoyable,’ says marketing 
manager at Makita, Kevin Brannigan.

‘Customer feed-back is at the heart of our product 
development and the new radios are testament to this – the 
option to charge batteries using our radios is in high demand 
and we are delighted to now offer this functionality with the 
DMR301,’ adds Mr Brannigan.

 ‘The Makita range has something for everyone. Whatismore, 
with our cordless products professionals can change between 
tools and tasks, and tools and accessories, effortlessly,’ he 
concludes.

TURN UP THE MUSIC WITH MAKITA
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“WE know what counts”. Under 
this claim, the Altendorf Group 
will present itself even closer to its 
customers as a partner and trigger 
of digital innovations. As a first 
important step, the group’s entire 
online presence will be united at 
www.altendorfgroup.com. 

From the Altendorf sliding table saw to the Hebrock edge-banding machine, all Altendorf 
Group products are now represented on a central website. Important points, such as direct 
contact with Altendorf, spare parts orders, or downloads can now be found clearly and quickly.

‘The new website focuses even more on the needs of our customers, facilitates contact options 
and supports our customers in their work with our products,’ sums up the project manager for 
the website at the Altendorf Group, Serpil Gausmann.

In addition to the extensive range of information on sliding table saws, edge-banders, or the 
Hand Guard safety system, a separate section for the worldwide dealer network also offers a 
comprehensive database of tools and information.

‘Our customers are always at the heart of our activities.The new Altendorf Group website 
brings together all the information and services of our products to create a holistic Altendorf 
experience,’ says head of marketing at the Altendorf Group, Ansgar von Garrel.

ALTENDORF GROUP PRESENTS 
NEW CORPORATE WEBSITE

For further information tel Altendorf on 00 49 571 95500. Visit www.altendorfgroup.com

FEIN, the leading power tools and accessories manufacturer, 
has released a series of new products to the UK market, 
including a new Bluetooth charger, a metal chop saw and 
its brand-new service app, my.FEIN, allowing users to 
access everything from warranties and receipts, to battery 
information and services.

 Now available in stores nationwide, the new ALG 80 BC has 
8A charging current for short charging times and Bluetooth 
connectivity. 

It is compatible with Fein’s entire 18v cordless range, including 
MultiMaster and the 18v combi drill, as well as the my.FEIN 
app, communicating charge status and cycles, while sending 
push notifications when 
the battery is full.

 The new MKAS 355 
metal chop saw has also 
launched across the UK 
and deliver precise, rapid 
results when cutting 
metals both in the 
workshop or on-site. 

The cold cutting process 
means that the material 
isn’t as heated, resulting in 
no metal dust extract to 
ensure maximum safety 
for end users. 

The saw also includes a 
powerful 1800 watt motor 
with soft start technology, 
alongside an ergonomic 
handle design to combine 
comfort, safety and 
power.

 ‘We are always looking 
for more ways to make 
our customer’s lives as 
easy as possible, with 
safety firmly front 
of mind. We have 
channelled this into our 
new Bluetooth battery, 
MKAS 355 metal chop 
saw and the my.FEIN app,’ 
says managing director of 
Fein UK, Andy Mills.

‘The products aim to 
create a more efficient 
experience for our end 
users, in turn offering 
increased productivity,’ 
adds Mr Mills.

 The charger is compatible with all Fein Li-ion batteries and 
also comes with a USB charger, which can also be used to 
charge smartphones, tablets and other mobile devices.

 With the my.FEIN service app, users can access all of Fein’s 
services in one place. The app will store all registered tools, 
including an individual inventory number for each tool, whilst 
making it even easier to register tools. Users just need to scan 
the nameplate using the camera on their smart device. 

The app also stores sales receipts and warranty certificates, 
while users can book any repairs they may require.

 In addition, new tools registered on the app can qualify 

for Fein’s three-year warranty. Fein power tools, lithium-ion 
batteries and associated chargers all come with a three-year 
warranty, rather than the statutory one-year. my.FEIN is 
available to download on iOS in the App Store, as well as on 
Google Play.

 ‘The products, as well as the my.FEIN service app are now 
available to our UK customers and really complement our 
existing portfolio,’ concludes Mr Mills.

FEIN LAUNCHES NEW 
PRODUCTS & SERVICE APP

For further information tel Fein on 01327 308370.  
Visit www.fein.com
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       W22 CANCELLED FOR A SECOND    TIME AMIDST UNPRECEDENTED      
  UNCERTAINTY BROUGHT ABOUT BY     THE ONGOING GLOBAL IMPACT OF   
                THE COVID PANDEMIC AND     IMPOSED RESTRICTIONS
The industry needs a longer timeline to work towards.

For further information visit www.wexhibition.co.uk

THE Montgomery Group has announced the cancellation of 
W22 - the UK’s flagship event for the manufacturing and 
joinery industry. The event was due to take place at the NEC 
from February 6-9, 2022.

The announcement follows a period of unprecedented 
uncertainty, with the ongoing global impact of COVID-19 and 
related government restrictions resulting in an ever-shifting 
calendar of European exhibitions. 

The cancellation marks the second time that the organisers 

have been compelled to move the show, which was originally 
due to return in September of 2020.

The re-launched showcase for the furniture manufacturing 
and joinery sector is now scheduled to take place at the NEC 
from September 24-27 2023.

‘It is with a very heavy heart that we have decided to cancel 
the W Exhibition 2022, which had to be postponed from its 
original dateline in September 2020, due to restrictions on the 
hosting of events in the context of the Covid pandemic,’ says W 

Exhibition managing director, Nickie 
West.

‘Despite a huge appetite from 
visitors and a genuine enthusiasm 
from new and emerging companies 
within the sector, we have decided 
that it is in the best interest of our 
committed and supportive stake-
holders and indeed the future of the 
show, if we give the industry a longer 
timeline to work towards. This 
decision has been further cemented 
by the recent emergence of the 
Omicron variant, she adds.

The W Exhibition is the UK’s 
No 1 event for the furniture 
manufacturing and joinery industry, 
with over 40 years of heritage. The 
event will return to the NEC in a 
new and re-invigorated format from 
September 24 - 27, 2023. The show 
brings together some of the world’s 
leading suppliers of woodworking 
machinery, materials and tooling.

The W Exhibition typically attracts 
10,000 visitors across the four days 

of the show. A large proportion of those who had already 
registered to visit are budget holders, with over 20 per cent of 
these holding a purchasing authority of circa £50,000. 

‘It was hugely encouraging to see such a strong appetite for 
the W Exhibition, as reflected in the high number of visitors 
who had pre-registered much earlier in our promotional 
campaign,’ says Nickie West. 

‘With no industry event having taken taking place since 2018, 
it was time to get back together and reconnect,’ she adds. 

The W Exhibition brings together some of the world’s leading 
suppliers of woodworking machinery, materials and tooling. 

‘We are consulting with our stake-holders, including the 
associations, trade bodies, industry media and our visiting 
audience to re-define our proposition. 

‘When we return to the NEC with our new concept, which 
will incorporate a complete re-imagining of the show, the event 
will be a true reflection of the wants and needs of the furniture 
manufacturing and joinery sector,’ proclaims Nickie West.

‘Over the coming months, an interdisciplinary team of 
internal and external experts will analyse the target segments 
and, in close exchange with manufacturers and retailers, make 
a deep dive into their marketing and commercial needs. 

‘In this context, particular attention will be paid to the latest 
trends in manufacturing with a view to the post-pandemic 
period.

‘The goal remains to deliver the best possible ROI for our 
exhibitors and the best experience for our visitors. We are 
confident that this new dateline and new concept will allow 
us to do just that. We are excited to showcase all of the latest 
products and machinery when we eventually return in 
September 2023,’ concludes Nickie West.
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       W22 CANCELLED FOR A SECOND    TIME AMIDST UNPRECEDENTED      
  UNCERTAINTY BROUGHT ABOUT BY     THE ONGOING GLOBAL IMPACT OF   
                THE COVID PANDEMIC AND     IMPOSED RESTRICTIONS

FEW people will appreciate just how much work goes 
into the production of a magazine, such as Industrial 
Woodworking & Panel Processing. It is not just a 
matter of gathering the material (and in some cases 
writing it all from scratch) and putting together suitable 
illustrations.

Once you have got all the various elements to hand, 
they have to be made to all fit together and that is the 
difficult part, especially when, all too often, the size and 
shape of the various components are altering along the 
way.

This is why the task of designing the layout of a 
magazine is a very complex one, which needs a great deal 
of skill and computer literacy.

Here, in the case of Industrial Woodworking & Panel 
Processing, until very recently we were fortunate enough 
to be able to call upon the expertise of Cheryl Woods, but 
we are no longer able to do so.
Why?

As of October, Cheryl Woods became Cheryl Goth after 
a sun kissed wedding ceremony in Mojacar on Spain’s 
Almeria coast when she tied the knot with Andrew - her 
long term Australian partner. 

So we are handing over the task of putting Industrial 
Woodworking & Panel Processing to Mrs Goth.

At the beachside ceremony, the bride’s dress was simple 
and elegant and was only let down when the groom was 
forced to go open necked for most of the ceremony!

He had to forsake his tie to the traditional Spanish 
wedding ceremony custom whereby he had to give up 
his tie for it to be chopped up into tiny pieces and shared 
amongst the wedding guests!

At least he still got to wear his brand new and no doubt 
highly uncomfortable Size 15 shoes (especially imported 
all the way from Ireland) throughout the day. Doubtless 
he hasn’t taken his feet out of a foot bath since!

AND FINALLY… 
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHERYL
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ISSUE 33 OUT NOW!

IF YOU WISH TO VIEW ALL PREVIOUS 12
ISSUES OF KITCHEN MAKER TO DATE

VISIT THE MAGAZINE’S WEBSITE:
www.kitchen-maker.co.uk


